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Informational Report 2
September 2011

United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF RECLAMATION
Washington, DC 20240

IN REFLY REFER TO: AUG 1 9 201 R E C E ,v ED

96-42020
PRJ-1.10 AUG 2 5 2011

Mr. Dan Nelson PF M c
Executive Director

San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority

P.O. Box 2157

Los Banos, CA 93635

Dear Mr. Nelson:

[ am responding to your letter of June 3, 2011, regarding the preparation of a biological opinion
on the effects of Central Valley Project (CVP) and State Water Project (SWP) operations on the
delta smelt and its designated critical habitat. Specifically, you are requesting that the San Luis
& Delta-Mendota Water Authority (Authority) and the State Water Contractors (SWC) be
granted applicant status as defined under the regulations implementing the Endangered Species
Act (ESA).

As stated in your letter, ESA Section 2(c)(2) states that Federal agencies shall cooperate with
State and local agencies to resolve water resource issues in concert with conservation of
endangered species. An applicant is defined in the regulations implementing the ESA as any
person or entity that requires formal approval or authorization from a Federal agency as a
prerequisite to conducting an action. CVP and SWP operations are carried out in an integrated
manner under the terms of the congressionally authorized “Agreement Between the United States
of America and the State of California for the Coordinated Operation of the Central Valley
Project and State Water Project,” agreements implementing the Federal San Luis Act, as well as
joint responsibilities under the State Water Resources Control Board’s Decision 1641. Therefore,
the Department of the Interior, through the Bureau of Reclamation, expects to engage the
California Department of Water Resources (DWR) as an applicant in the court-ordered
consultation process. -

After considering your request, the Department has determined that the Authority and SWC

do not meet the definition of an applicant for the purposes of this Section 7 consultation.
Reclamation and DWR both retain responsibility for operations of the CVP and SWP,
respectively. However, the Department believes that your organizations® participation is
important and has identified two special status designations for which your organizations qualify
to participate in the consultation and associated processes:

¢ Asdesignated non-Federal representatives under ESA as was granted to your
organizations in the 2008 consultation process.
* As cooperating agencies under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).



As designated non-Federal representatives, you would be allowed to participate in updating
portions of the biological assessment during the informal consultation process. Staff members in
your organijzations have a technical understanding of the projects, their operations, and the
biological processes in the Central Valley. This technical expertise would be 2 valuable asset in
the consultation process. Moreover, the contractual relationships between your organizations,
Reclamation, and DWR leads Reclamation to conclude that it would be appropriate to designate
cach organization as a non-Federal representative. This contractual relationship gives your
organizations a unique interest in the outcome of the consultation. Please be advised that
designation as non-Federal representatives allows for your representatives to participate during
the "informal" consultation process, which includes that period of time when the update to
portions of the biological assessment is being developed. However, it does not enable the
Authority or SWC to participate in the formal consultation after completion of the update to
portions of the biological assessment.

As cooperating agencies under NEFA, the Authority and SWC would be provided the
opportunity to participate in the development and review of environmental documentation
assessing the impacts of any reasonable and prudent alternative resulting from the Section 7
consultation. Specifically, Reclamation would solicit cooperation from the Authority and SWC
to ensure that environmental issues relating to your organizations’ technical expertise are
properly addressed in the Environmentat Impact Statement (EIS). The Authority and SWC
would be asked to provide input and review of the EIS, identify issues, provide information, and
review relevant portions of the EIS specific 1o your technical expertise. Your specific
responsibilities would be outlined in memoranda of understanding and would include providing
input regarding the Authority’s and SWC’s activities and the activities of your member districts
as well as the potential effects of proposed actions on the activities of the Authority and SWC
and the activities of your member districts.

1 appreciate your interest in the consultation and look forward to your participation. Should you
require additional information, please contact Mr. Donald Glaser, Regional Director, Mid-Pacific
Region, Bureau of Reclamation, at 916-978-5000.

Sincerely,

AL

Michael L. Connor
Commissioner

Identical Letter Sent To:

Mr. Terry L. Erlewine
General Manager

State Water Contractors
1121 L Street, Suite 1050
Sacramento, CA 95814



CcC

Honorable Michael L. Connor
Commissioner

Bureau of Reclamation

1849 C Street, NW
Washington, DC 20240

Honorable Dianne Feinstein
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Honorable Norm Dicks
House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Honorable Dennis Cardoza
House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Mr. Mark Cowin
Director

Department of Water Resources

1416 Ninth Street, #1115-11
Sacramento, CA 95814

Mr. Jim Kellogg

President

Fish and Game Commission
P.O. Box 944209
Sacramento, CA 94244

Honorable Dan Ashe

Director

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
1849 C Street, NW
Washington, DC 20240

Honorable Barbara Boxer
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Honorable Mike Thompson
House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Honorable Jim Costa
House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Mr. John McCamman
Director

Department of Fish and Game
416 Ninth Street, 12" Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814

Mr. Donald Mclsaac

Executive Director

Pacific Fishery Management Council
7700 NE Ambassador Place, Suite 101
Portland, OR 97220



Supplemental Informational Report 3

September 2011
STATUS REPORT OF THE 2011 OCEAN SALMON FISHERIES OFF WASHINGTON, OREGON, and CALIFORNIA.
Preliminary Data Through August 31, 2011%
Season Effort CHINOOK COHO”
Fishery and Area Dates Days Fished Catch Quota Percent Catch Quota Percent
COMMERCIAL
Treaty Indian® 5/1-6/30 285 9,800 19,750 50% Non-Retention
711-9/6 270 21,177 21,250 100% 6,763 42,000 16%
Non-Indian North of Cape Falcon” 5/1-6/30 1,529 20,412 20,600 99% Non-Retention
7/1-917 767 9,364 10,300 91% 2,995 12,800 23%
Cape Falcon - Humbug Mt. 4/15-8/31 2,600 24,000 None NA Non-Retention
Humbug Mt. - OR/CA Border 5/1-5/31 62 622 NA NA Non-Retention
6/1-6/30 48 235 1,500 16% Non-Retention
7/1-7/31 21 35 1,200 3% Non-Retention
8/1-8/31 80 336 1,000 34% Non-Retention
OR/CA Border - Humboldt S. Jetty 712-7/18 155 1,576 1,400 113% Non-Retention
8/1-8/2 50 813 880 92% Non-Retention
Humboldt S. Jetty - Horse Mt. Closed
Horse Mt. - Pt. Arena 7/23-8/29 1,400 37,600 None NA Non-Retention
9/1-30 NA NA None NA Non-Retention
Pt. Arena - Pt. Sur 5/1-5/31 1,400 10,700 None NA Non-Retention
6/25-8/29 1,900 17,300 None NA Non-Retention
9/1-30 NA NA None NA Non-Retention
Pt. Reyes-Pt. San Pedro 10/3-14 NA NA None NA Non-Retention
Pt.Sur - U.S./Mexico Border 5/1-8/29 200 1,000 None NA Non-Retention
RECREATIONAL
U.S./Canada Border - Cape Falcon™" 6/18-6/25 5,032 2,396 2,396 100% Non-Retention
U.S./Canada Border - Cape Alava™" 6/26-9/18 10,099 2,755 3,330 83% 2,962 5,990 49%
Cape Alava-Queets Riveram 6/26-9/18 3,704 1,410 1,410 100% 1,826 2,550 2%
9/25-10/10 NA NA 50 NA NA 50 NA
Queets River - Leadbetter Pt.”" 6/26-9/18 27,275 16,736 17,600 95% 12,073 24,860 49%
Leadbetter Pt.-Cape Falcon™" 6/26-9/30 29,311 6,548 7,710 85% 25,493 33,600 76%
Cape Falcon - Humbug Mt. 3/15-9/30 24,720 1,387 None NA Non-Retention
7/2-8/13 Included Above NA NA 6,129 15,000 41%
9/1-7 Included Above NA NA 5,900 0%
Humbug Mt. - OR/CA Border (OR-KMZ) 5/14-9/5 3,100 550 None NA Non-Retention
OR/CA Border - Horse Mt. (CA-KMZ) 5/14-9/5 14,300 10,100 None NA Non-Retention
Horse Mt. - Pt. Arena (Ft. Bragg) 4/2-10/30 13,500 6,800 None NA Non-Retention
Pt. Arena - Pigeon Pt. (San Francisco) 4/2-10/30 22,500 12,000 None NA Non-Retention
Pigeon Pt. - U.S./Mexico Border (Monterey) 4/2-9/18 25,900 11,800 None NA Non-Retention
Effort Chinook Catch Coho Catch
TOTALS TO DATE (through 8/31) 2011 2010 2009 2011 2010 2009 2011 2010 2009
TROLL
Treaty Indian 555 900 799 30,977 31,852 12,217 6,763 7,173 60,563
Washington Non-Indian 2,022 2,383 1,853 26,945 44,776 12,196 2,578 1,966 16,392
Oregon 3,085 4,008 555 28,059 37,407 708 417 1,003 12,523
California 5,105 1,979 0 68,989 15,098 0 0 0 0
Total Troll 10,767 9,270 3,207 154,970 129,133 25,121 9,758 10,142 89,478
RECREATIONAL
Washington Non-Indian 63,586 72,450 92,476 28,301 34,640 11,901 36,744 30,294 126,104
Oregon 31,523 40,424 75,816 2,931 3,549 1,093 5,610 16,827 88,434
California 76,200 46,673 2,515 38,185 14,289 302 0 171 0
Total Recreational 171,309 159,547 170,807 69,417 52,478 13,296 42,354 47,292 214,538
PFMC Total N/A N/A N/A 224,387 181,611 38,417 52,112 57,434 304,016

a/  Washington sport estimates are through August 29.
b/ All non-Indian coho fisheries are mark-selective.

¢/ Treaty Indian effort is reported as landings.

d/ Numbers shown as Chinook quotas for non-Indian troll and recreational fisheries North of Falcon are guidelines rather than quotas; only the total Chinook allowable catch is a quota.

e/  Mark-selective fishery for Chinook

f/  Original quota of 4,800 marked Chinook; unharvested remainder was trasnsferred at an impact-neutral rate (total transfer of 1,200 Chinook) into the sub-area Chinook guidelines
assigned to the summer recreational fishery (non-selective for Chinook). Original summer sub-area Chinook guidelines were: 3,200 from the U.S/Canada border to Cape Alava, 1,350 frot

Cape Alava to the Queets River, 16,900 from Queets River to Leadbetter Pt., and 7,400 from Leadbetter Pt. to Cape Falcon.
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