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 Agenda Item D.1 
 Situation Summary 
 September 2007 
 
 

STATE ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITY REPORT 
 

Assistant Chief Tony Warrington of the California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG) 
Enforcement Division will provide an overview and status report that will include a review of 
recent cases and how marine protected area development has affected enforcement. 
.  
 
Council Task: 
 
Discussion. 
 
Reference Materials: 
 
None. 
 
Agenda Order: 

 
a. Agenda Item Overview Jim Seger 
b. Enforcement Presentation Tony Warrington 
c. Report and Comments of Advisory Bodies 
d. Public Comment 
e. Council Discussion 
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TodayToday’’s Challengess Challenges



Gross Gross OverlimitsOverlimits



CommercializationCommercialization



Poaching WildlifePoaching Wildlife



Specialized MarketsSpecialized Markets 
Shark finsShark fins



Trophy HuntingTrophy Hunting



Invasive SpeciesInvasive Species



Commercial FishingCommercial Fishing



Public Safety WildlifePublic Safety Wildlife



Illegal Drugs/Poaching/PollutionIllegal Drugs/Poaching/Pollution



SportfishingSportfishing



PollutionPollution



General Law EnforcementGeneral Law Enforcement



Homeland SecurityHomeland Security



Central Coast Central Coast MPAMPA’’ss



Northern Central Coast Northern Central Coast MPAMPA’’ss



Southern Central Coast Southern Central Coast MPAMPA’’ss



Marine Protected AreasMarine Protected Areas

•• The 29 Central Coast The 29 Central Coast MPAMPA’’ss make up 204 make up 204 
square miles (roughly 18 percent) of state square miles (roughly 18 percent) of state 
waters in the study areawaters in the study area

•• Regulations will go into effect on Friday Regulations will go into effect on Friday 
Sept. 21, 2007Sept. 21, 2007

•• The central coast is the first of five study The central coast is the first of five study 
regions that will eventually lead to a regions that will eventually lead to a 
network of network of MPAsMPAs along the statealong the state’’s 1,100s 1,100-- 
mile coastline by 2011.mile coastline by 2011.



Types of Marine Protected AreasTypes of Marine Protected Areas

–– 15 State Marine Conservation Areas 15 State Marine Conservation Areas 
(SMCA), which limits recreational and (SMCA), which limits recreational and 
commercial fishing; commercial fishing; 

–– 13 "no13 "no--take" State Marine Reserves take" State Marine Reserves 
(SMR); a total of 85 square miles  (SMR); a total of 85 square miles  

–– One State Marine Recreational Managed One State Marine Recreational Managed 
Area (SMRMA); Morro Bay State Marine Area (SMRMA); Morro Bay State Marine 
Recreational Management Area, where Recreational Management Area, where 
recreational fishing is limited or recreational fishing is limited or 
restricted.restricted.



Registered Boats in CARegistered Boats in CA 
June 2006June 2006

•• 1. California 1,051,6061. California 1,051,606
•• 2. Michigan 1,000,337 2. Michigan 1,000,337 
•• 3. Florida 922,597 3. Florida 922,597 
•• 4. Minnesota 834,974 4. Minnesota 834,974 
•• 5. Wisconsin 650,280 5. Wisconsin 650,280 
•• 6. Texas 624,390 6. Texas 624,390 
•• 7. New York 529,732 7. New York 529,732 
•• 8. Ohio 413,276 8. Ohio 413,276 
•• 9. Illinois 398,431 9. Illinois 398,431 
•• 10. South Carolina 383,971 10. South Carolina 383,971 

•• 11. Pennsylvania 357,729 11. Pennsylvania 357,729 
•• 12. North Carolina 353,625 12. North Carolina 353,625 
•• 13. Louisiana 327,272 13. Louisiana 327,272 
•• 14. Missouri 325,717 14. Missouri 325,717 
•• 15. Georgia 325,135 15. Georgia 325,135 
•• 16. Washington 266,71716. Washington 266,717
•• 17. Alabama 264,191 17. Alabama 264,191 
•• 18. Tennessee 259,235 18. Tennessee 259,235 
•• 19. Virginia 243,590 19. Virginia 243,590 
•• 20. Mississippi 199,03720. Mississippi 199,037



Our Wardens Make A DifferenceOur Wardens Make A Difference



Marine Enforcement Marine Enforcement 
Seven Large Patrol BoatsSeven Large Patrol Boats



Marine Enforcement Marine Enforcement 
Many smaller patrol skiffsMany smaller patrol skiffs



Marine EnforcementMarine Enforcement 
Five AirplanesFive Airplanes



Enforcement PersonnelEnforcement Personnel

•• 361 Enforcement Positions Statewide361 Enforcement Positions Statewide
•• 60 to 80 wardens with marine emphasis60 to 80 wardens with marine emphasis
•• Many retirements coming in the next five Many retirements coming in the next five 

yearsyears
•• Major difficulties with recruitment and Major difficulties with recruitment and 

retention of wardensretention of wardens



Enforcement Contacts in 2006Enforcement Contacts in 2006



Summary of 2006 ContactsSummary of 2006 Contacts

•• 390,468 Enforcement Contacts390,468 Enforcement Contacts

•• 60,048 Warnings Issued60,048 Warnings Issued

•• 15,710 Citations Issued15,710 Citations Issued



Joint Enforcement Agreement (JEA)Joint Enforcement Agreement (JEA)

•• $750,000 contract between NOAA/NMFS and $750,000 contract between NOAA/NMFS and 
CDFG to provide federal fisheries enforcementCDFG to provide federal fisheries enforcement
–– ESA salmon and steelheadESA salmon and steelhead

•• In river patrolIn river patrol
•• Habitat destructionHabitat destruction

–– At sea boat patrolAt sea boat patrol
–– At dock vessel inspectionsAt dock vessel inspections
–– Fish business inspectionsFish business inspections



JEA Enforcement Hours 06/07JEA Enforcement Hours 06/07

•• 4,500 hours of Federal at sea boat patrol4,500 hours of Federal at sea boat patrol
•• 2,250 hours of Federal Dockside 2,250 hours of Federal Dockside 

inspections/Business inspectionsinspections/Business inspections
•• 15,000 hours of in15,000 hours of in--river ESA/river ESA/AnadromousAnadromous 

fish patrolfish patrol
•• 50 hours of aircraft patrol in Federal 50 hours of aircraft patrol in Federal 

waterswaters



Other Federal Patrol EffortsOther Federal Patrol Efforts

•• Channel Islands National Marine SanctuaryChannel Islands National Marine Sanctuary
•• Monterey Bay National Marine SanctuaryMonterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary
•• CDFG has small contracts in place to assist CDFG has small contracts in place to assist 

with the respective enforcement effortswith the respective enforcement efforts



Enforcement PartnersEnforcement Partners
•• NOAANOAA
•• USFWSUSFWS
•• USCGUSCG
•• NPSNPS
•• SanctuariesSanctuaries
•• State ParksState Parks
•• Washington and Oregon Fish and WildlifeWashington and Oregon Fish and Wildlife
•• Many local law enforcement agenciesMany local law enforcement agencies



HistoryHistory

•• Fish Planting TruckFish Planting Truck •• Enforcement VehicleEnforcement Vehicle



SharksSharks



AbaloneAbalone



1956 Marine Enforcement1956 Marine Enforcement



1956 Marine Enforcement1956 Marine Enforcement

•• The author wrote, The author wrote, 
““the sea going officers, whose Law the sea going officers, whose Law 
enforcement efforts are based upon many enforcement efforts are based upon many 
complicated legal angles, particularly complicated legal angles, particularly 
regarding commercial fishing, who most regarding commercial fishing, who most 
often develop perpetual often develop perpetual ““headachesheadaches’’’’



•• As they needed in 1956, we need As they needed in 1956, we need 
simplicity in our regulationssimplicity in our regulations

•• During the next year, CDFG will be looking During the next year, CDFG will be looking 
for ways to simplify our state marine for ways to simplify our state marine 
regulations regulations 

•• CDFG encourages the council to do the CDFG encourages the council to do the 
same as you move forward with the same as you move forward with the 
federal regulatory processfederal regulatory process
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