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Two Initiatives 

• Rockfish Re-Compression Device (RCD) 
– Investigate ability to release rockfish with low 

mortality 
 

• Independent Catch Assessment 
– Support validation of CRFS 
– Provide alternate source of recreational catch 

estimates 



Rockfish RCD 

• Video that demonstrates ability to “revive”  
released by-catch 

• Avoid infections resulting from needle deflation 
• Initiating a formal study to investigate long term 

efficacy 
– Applying for permits 
– Developing partnership with academic Fish and 

Wildlife graduate program 
• Experimental design and procedures 
• Reporting 

 



Rockfish RCD Video 



Enhanced Coastside Recreational 
Rockfish Catch Estimation 

• More thorough contact with launch points from 
Morro Bay north to the Oregon Boarder 

• Treat each launch point as an independent 
calculation point 
– Allows for unique attributes 

• Number of fishermen per boat, CPUE, % target rockfish, 
catch size 

• Can treat the shallow nearshore as an 
identifiable catch group 

 

 



Enhanced Computation 
Methodology 

• Actual launch data is collected and incorporated 
into an Excel spreadsheet 
– As reported by each harbor 

• Launch receipts, trailer counts, best estimates 

• Fishing attributes for each site are entered 
– Can vary by site and by month 

• Catch computation combines the monthly catch 
from each site 



Coastside Involvement 

• Our Rockfish initiatives are intended to 
improve the recreational rockfish 
experience, the fishery, and fishery 
management 
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