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 LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
The Legislative Committee discussed current legislation provided in the briefing book.  The committee is 
encouraged by Senate Bill 1106, legislation for national standards for fishing quota programs.  The 
current bill reflects comments made by the Pacific Fishery Management Council (Council) previously.  It 
appears the legislation will move through Congress in the near future.  The committee recommends the 
Council encourage fishery participants and other stakeholders to support the legislation.  The committee 
also recommends the Council reaffirm their call to the groundfish industry to initiate development of 
individual fishing quota programs, notably for the limited entry trawl fishery. 
 
The Legislative Committee discussed Senate Bill 1193, which would modify the Capital Construction Fund 
(CCF) to provide for withdrawals for fishermen leaving the industry.  Generally, the Legislative Committee 
endorses efforts to reduce capacity and over-capitalization in West Coast fisheries.  A revised CCF could 
provide a means to reduce capacity and capital.  The current bill appears to be widely supported and the 
committee recommends the Council encourage its constituents to support the legislation.  Broad 
constituent support will be especially helpful given the large number of congressional committees that will 
review and consider the CCF bill. 
 
Comprehensive legislation to reauthorize the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management 
Act has not been introduced and is likely to be delayed due to competing legislative activity and changes 
to the chairs of the Senate Appropriations and Commerce committees.  The Committee will continue to 
monitor congressional activity on this issue. 
 
Relative to the West Coast groundfish buyback program, the committee reviewed the Notice of a 
Proposed Fishing Capacity Reduction Program (Exhibit H.1, Attachment 3).  In April, the Council was 
informed by National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) that Council involvement, for the time being, would 
be limited to commenting on the proposed implementation process.  The Legislative Committee would 
appreciate an update from NMFS about their expectations for Council involvement and workload. 
 
Per Council guidance, Council staff continues to invite congressional representatives and their staff to 
Legislative Committee meetings and Council meetings.  The Committee commends staff for their work 
and recommends the Council direct staff to continue to track fisheries-related legislation and provide input 
to congressional staff, as appropriate. 
 
 
PFMC 
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Exhibit H.1
Situation Summary

June 2003

LEGISLATIVE MATTERS

Situation:  The Legislative Committee will meet June 16, 2003 to review federal legislative issues and a National
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) proposed fishing capacity reduction program.

Senate Bill 1106 was recently introduced in the Senate (Exhibit H.1, Attachment 1).  As described in the
Congressional Record, this bill would establish national standards for fishing quota programs (Exhibit H.1,
Attachment 2).

NMFS has published notice of a proposed fishing capacity reduction program, which would implement the West
Coast groundfish fishery buyback program.  The notice describes the program, the bidding process for potential
participants, and contains the bidding document (Exhibit H.1, Attachment 3).  NMFS requests comments be
submitted by June 27, 2003.

The Legislative Committee will provide a summary report to the Council, which might include recommendations
for Council actions.

Council Action:

1. Consider recommendations of the Legislative Committee.

Reference Materials:

1. Exhibit H.1, Attachment 1, Senate Bill 1106 – May 22, 2003.
2. Exhibit H.1, Attachment 2, Congressional Record, pp. S6985-6988.
3. Exhibit H.1, Attachment 3, Notice of Proposed Fishing Capacity Reduction Program, 68FR31653-31677.
4. Exhibit H.1.b, Supplemental Legislative Committee Report.

Agenda Order:

a. Agendum Overview Dan Waldeck
b. Legislative Committee Report Dave Hanson
c. Reports and Comments of Advisory Bodies
d. Public Comment
e. Council Action:  Consider Recommendations of the Legislative Committee

PFMC
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Exhibit H.3
Situation Summary

April 2003

APPOINTMENTS TO ADVISORY BODIES, STANDING COMMITTEES, AND OTHER FORUMS

Situation:  The issues for this agendum include guidance and action on appointments to advisory bodies as
described below.

1. Appointment to the Scientific and Statistical Committee (SSC) for completion of the 2001-2003
term - The following nominees were submitted for the advertised SSC Social Scientist vacancy:

• Dr. Stephen M. Barrager, Stanford, CA
Nominated by Dr. Josh Eagle, Director, Stanford Fisheries Policy Project, Stanford University Law
School

• Dr. Donald M. Schug, Davis, CA
Nominated by: Self

• Dr. R. Bruce Rettig, Corvallis, OR
Nominated by: Self

The nomination letters for these appointments are contained in Closed Session A, Attachment 1.

2. Replacement for the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW) position on the Salmon
Technical Team (STT) - The ODFW has requested that Mr. Craig Foster replace Mr. Curt Melcher as the
agency representative on the STT (Closed Session A, Attachment 2).

3. Appointments to the Salmon Model Evaluation Workgroup (MEW) - The following nominees were
submitted for confirmation by the Council to MEW:

• Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife Mr. Larrie LaVoy
• Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission Mr. Andy Rankis
• National Marine Fisheries Service Mr. Dell Simmons
• U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Mr. Henry Yuen

The nomination letters for these appointments are contained in Closed Session A, Attachment 3 and Closed
Session A, Supplemental Attachment 4.

The STT and SSC positions can be filled either through separate appointments or from the pool of tribal/agency
appointments. The Council should consider how best to fill those positions.

4. Appointments to vacancies on the Highly Migratory Species Advisory Subpanel (HMSAS) - At the
time of the June Council meeting, no nominations had been received to fill the Northern Processor (north
of Cape Mendocino) position on the HMSAS.  Announcements requesting nominees for these positions
will be issued prior to the September Council meeting and the Council will hopefully have nominees to
consider for appointment at that meeting.

5. Other Appointments or Advisory Body Issues or Information - At the time of Briefing Book preparation,
no other appointment issues were identified.

Council Action:

1. Confirm the appointment for the Social Scientist position on the SSC.
2. Confirm the replacement for the ODFW position on the STT. 
3. Confirm appointments for agency and tribal positions on the MEW.
4. Provide guidance on MEW appointments for STT and SSC positions.
5. Provide discussion and guidance on soliciting nominees for the HMSAS.
6. Discuss other advisory body membership issues as necessary.
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Reference Materials:

1. Letters of Nomination to the SSC (Closed Session A, Attachment 1).
2. Letter of Nomination to the STT (Closed Session A, Attachment 2).
3. Letters of Nomination to the MEW (Closed Session A, Attachment 3).
4. Letters of Nomination to the MEW (Closed Session A, Supplemental Attachment 4).

Agenda Order:

a. Agendum Overview Chuck Tracy
b. Appointments to the Highly Migratory Species Advisory Subpanel,

Scientific and Statistical Committee, Salmon Technical Team,
Salmon Model Evaluation Workgroup, and Other Membership Issues

c. Reports and Comments of Advisory Bodies
d. Public Comment
e. Council Action:  Consider Appointing New Members and Addressing Other

Membership Issues as Necessary
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Exhibit H.4.c 
Supplemental GAP Report 

June 2003 
 
 

GROUNDFISH ADVISORY SUBPANEL STATEMENT ON 
STAFF WORK LOAD PRIORITIES AND SEPTEMBER 2003 COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 

 
The Groundfish Advisory Subpanel (GAP) expresses its frustration with the increasing workload and 
decreasing amount of time available to accomplish its work. 
 
In the past few years, the GAP has had to extend its start time to early Monday and - for the past few 
meetings - mid-day on Sunday.  At the same time, the Council has added GAP agenda items (the GAP 
covered 20 agenda items this week).  Keep in mind that GAP members are not compensated for their 
time spent on the GAP; all but three members are taking time away from their personal businesses to 
serve on the GAP. 
 
We all recognize fisheries management has become more complex and some “agenda creep” is 
inevitable.  Further, implementation of multi-year management may offer some relief in the future; but for 
now, we have a definite problem. 
 
The GAP, therefore, proposes that the September agenda include only those groundfish-related items that 
are essential for completing the 2004 management process.  Any other groundfish items should be put off 
until November, including any discussion of marine protected area issues.  The GAP also suggests that 
the GAP Chair work with the Council Executive Director to better coordinate timing of groundfish agenda 
items during the week. 
 
 
PFMC 
06/19/03 
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