
































Exhibit F.1.c 
Supplemental SSC Report 

September 2002 
 
 

SCIENTIFIC AND STATISTICAL COMMITTEE REPORT ON 
STATUS OF 2002 PACIFIC HALIBUT FISHERIES 

 
Dr. Rick Methot presented an updated report on Pacific halibut bycatch and mortality in the groundfish 
fishery with new estimates for 2001.  Although no new data on halibut bycatch rates are available, total 
bycatch estimates for 2001 were derived from effort data by stratum from trawl logbooks in 2001 and 
halibut bycatch rates during 1995-1999 in the Enhanced Data Collection Program (EDCP).  The 
estimates use methodology accepted by the Scientific and Statistical Committee (SSC) in September 
2000, and are based on bycatch rates stratified by season, depth, latitude, and the level of arrowtooth 
flounder catch.   
 
The SSC notes that observer data collected since August 2001 are scheduled to become available in late 
2002.  These data will make it possible to obtain annual estimates of halibut bycatch and mortality starting 
with 2002.  For future updates, the SSC recommends use of the current year bycatch rate and halibut 
length composition to estimate bycatch and mortality.  Given the ad hoc nature of using mean bycatch 
rates and proportion legal for strata without observations, the SSC encourages exploration of alternative 
approaches to handle missing data.  The SSC notes that estimating halibut bycatch is conceptually no 
different than estimating bycatch of other non-target species, so adopting a uniform approach to analyzing 
observer bycatch data may be advantageous. 
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 Exhibit F.1 
 Situation Summary 
 September 2002 
 
 
 STATUS OF 2002 PACIFIC HALIBUT FISHERIES 
 
Situation:  The 2002 Pacific halibut season in the Council management area is winding down.  After 
August 16, 2002, only a few fisheries remain, including the incidental halibut catch in the directed longline 
sablefish fishery north of Point Chehalis, Washington.  Other fisheries with remaining quotas include the 
Central  Oregon all-depth recreational fishery and the south Washington recreational fishery. 
Supplemental Attachment 1 provides a preliminary report summarizing the harvest in the 2002 Pacific 
halibut fisheries in Area 2A to date. 
 
Dr. Elizabeth Clarke, National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), will brief the Council on the status of 
bycatch estimates for Pacific halibut in the Council-area groundfish trawl fishery. The estimates for 
bycatch in the 2000 groundfish trawl fishery in International Pacific Halibut Commission (IPHC) Area 2A 
were revised by the IPHC subsequent to approval by the Council last September as a result of 
mis-communication between NMFS, the Council, and the IPHC regarding some technical concerns with 
the estimation methodology. Those concerns have been worked out satisfactorily among the parties 
(Exhibit F.1, Attachments 1 and 2), and are addressed in the 2001 bycatch estimates. 
 
The halibut bycatch estimates for the 2001 groundfish trawl fishery in Area 2A waters should be completed 
just prior to the September Council meeting. A report will be provided to the Scientific and Statistical 
Committee (SSC) for review with the intent of providing estimates to the IPHC to use in establishing the 
2003 halibut fisheries. 
 

Council Task: 
 
1. Utilizing input from the SSC, provide any needed Council guidance to the completion of the 

bycatch assessment and its transmittal to the IPHC. 
 
Reference Materials: 
 
1. Letter to Mr. Bruce Leaman, IPHC Executive Director, from Dr. Elizabeth Clarke and attached report: 

Estimates of Pacific Halibut Bycatch and Mortality in IPHC Area 2A in 2000 (Exhibit F.1, Attachment 
1). 

2. Letter to Dr. Elizabeth Clarke, NMFS, from Mr. Bruce Leaman (Exhibit F.1, Attachment 2). 
3. Preliminary Report on the 2002 Pacific Halibut Fisheries in Area 2A (Exhibit B.1, Supplemental 

Attachment 1). 
 
Agenda Order: 
 
a. Agendum Overview Chuck Tracy  
b. NMFS Report Yvonne de Reynier/Elizabeth Clarke 
c. Reports and Comments of Advisory Bodies 
d. Public Comment 
e. Council Discussion 
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F.2.b 
Revised Supplemental WDFW Report 

September 2002 
 

WASHINGTON DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE 
PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE 2003 HALIBUT CATCH SHARING PLAN FOR AREA 2A 

 

(f) SPORT FISHERIES 

 

(1)(ii) Washington north coast subarea. 

 

....The structuring management objective for this subarea is to provide a quality recreational maximize 

the season length for viable fishing opportunity during May and July 1 through 4, and June, if possible. 

 and, if possible, stagger the seasons to spread out this opportunity to anglers who utilize these remote 

grounds.  To meet this objective, the north coast subarea quota will be allocated as follows: 65% 

for the May/June time period and 35% for the July 1-4 time period.  The fishery will open on a date 

between May 1 and May 15, and continue 5 days per week (Tuesday through Saturday) until the 

May/June allocation is projected to be taken.  The fishery will then reopen on July 1 and continue 

through July 4, if sufficient quota remains.   Any unutilized quota will be used to extend the 

halibut fishery beyond July 4, 5 days per week (Tuesday through Saturday)....The highest priority is 

for the season to last through the month of May.  If sufficient quota remains, the second priority is to 

establish a fishery that will be open July 1, through at least July 4.  If the preseason prediction indicates 

that these two goals can be met without using the quota for this subarea, then the next priority is to extend 

the fishery into June and continue for 5 days per week (Tuesday through Saturday) for as long a period as 

possible.  A closure to sport fishing for halibut will be established in an area that is approximately 19.5 nm 

(36.1 km) southwest of Cape Flattery.  The size of this closed area may be modified preseason by NMFS 

to maximize the season length.  The closed area is defined as the area within a rectangle defined by 

these four corners: An “L-shaped” yelloweye rockfish conservation area which is closed to 

recreational groundfish and halibut fishing is described by the following coordinates: 

4800'00" 12459'00" 

4800'00" 12518'00" 

4804'00" 12459'00" 

4804'00" 12518'00" 

4804'00" 12511'00" 

4804'00" 12518'00" 

4818'00" 12511'00" 

4818'00" 12518'00" 
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Exhibit F.2.c 
Supplemental ODFW Report 

September 2002 
 
 

OREGON DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE PROPOSALS 

FOR MODIFYING THE PACIFIC HALIBUT CATCH SHARING 

PLAN FOR THE 2002 OREGON FISHERY 
 
 

The Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW) proposes three changes to 
the Pacific Halibut Catch Sharing Plan for the 2003 fishery. 
 
1. Flexible inseason management provision 

 
The ODFW proposes increased flexibility to move recreational fishery quota 

between subareas.  During 2002 it appears that the catch limit for the central 
Oregon area will not be entirely taken.  At the same time the subarea off the 
Columbia River area, which closed May 25, could have used additional 
poundage to access their remaining poundage of over fourteen hundred 
pounds.  Yet, there is no flexibility within the Catch Sharing Plan to move 
poundage between sub-areas south of Cape Falcon.  This flexibility is only 
provided for the area north of Cape Falcon. 

 
Another example of the need for flexibility to move poundage between subareas 

has occurred during the spring all-depth fishery between the north central and 
south central subareas off Oregon. These fisheries are managed under the 
fixed day approach.  On occasion, during the preseason process to set the 
number of fixed days, the projected quota for one sub-area is slightly 
insufficient to allow the same number of fixed days as the other subarea.  At 
the same time the second subarea appears to have excess poundage.  
These subareas are combined for the summer fishery with the overall 
objective of equal number of total season days for both subareas.  The 
reason the overall central coast area is split into two subareas during the 
spring fishery is due to more adverse ocean and bar crossing conditions in 
the south central subarea.  Often the north central subarea is able to fish on 
a given fixed spring day, while the south central area is not due to adverse 
weather and/or bar conditions. 

 
Proposal:  If either the Columbia River or central Oregon coast sport fishery 

subareas are not projected to utilize their respective quotas by the season 
ending date, NMFS may take inseason action to transfer any projected 
unused quota from one subarea to the other.  Additionally before the Spring 
fishery, NMFS may transfer quota between the north central and south central 
Oregon sport fishery subareas to meet the objective of setting equal number 
of fixed fishing days for the spring fishery. 

 
 
2. Extend the recreational fishery season south of Cape Falcon 

 
The ODFW proposes extending the duration of the south of Cape Falcon 

recreational season to the end of October.  During 2002 it appears that the 
catch limit for the central Oregon area will not be entirely taken.  If the fishery 
ending date had been October 31, it would allow opening additional days to 
take the available poundage remaining after the May through September 
fishery. 
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Proposal:  Extend the recreational fishery season for all subareas south of Cape 

Falcon, both the all-depth and 30-fathom fishery, through October 31. 
 
 
3. Change the wording in the catch sharing plan for the Oregon north central and south central 

subareas from May to Spring and August to Summer and define the spring and summer 
fishery periods. 

 
The ODFW proposes to better define the spring and summer fisheries off central 

Oregon.  The catch sharing plan refers to May and August for fisheries that 
often extend over more than one month.   

 
Proposal:  Change the wording in the catch sharing plan for the Oregon north 

central and south central subareas from May to Spring and from August to 
Summer.  Furthermore, define the Spring season to cover the May through 
July period and Summer season to cover the period August through October 
period (or through September if proposal 2 is not adopted). 
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 Exhibit F.2 
 Situation Summary 
 September 2002 
 
 
 PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE CATCH SHARING PLAN AND ANNUAL REGULATIONS 
 
Situation:  Each September meeting, the Council considers proposed changes to the halibut regulations.  
The purpose of this consideration is for relatively minor adjustments in the annual regulations (primarily in 
the recreational fishery) or catch sharing plan, not major changes in catch allocation among areas or gear 
groups. 
 
Attachment 1 contains the current catch sharing plan. The plan includes the equitable adjustment 
agreement, first implemented in 2000, which transfers 25,000 pounds dressed weight of halibut from the 
standard non-treaty allocation to the treaty Indian allocation.  This transfer is to occur each year for eight 
years (2000 through 2007). 
 
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife and Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife normally hold 
public meetings prior to the September Council meeting to consider changes in the halibut regulations.  
Any recommendations resulting from these meetings will be presented for review at the Council meeting.  
The Council will take final action on proposed changes for 2003 at the October-November meeting. 
 

Council Action:   
 
1. Adopt, for public review, any proposed changes to season structuring and minor changes to the catch 

sharing plan in 2003. 
 
Reference Materials: 
 
1. 2002 Pacific Halibut Catch Sharing Plan for Area 2A (Exhibit F.2, Attachment 1). 
2. Written public comment (Exhibit F.2.e, Public Comment). 
 
Agenda Order: 
 
a. Agendum Overview Chuck Tracy 
b. State Proposals WDFW/ODFW 
c. Tribal Comments Jim Harp 
d. Reports and Comments of Advisory Bodies 
e. Public Comment 

f. Council Action:  Adopt Proposed Changes for Public Review 
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