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 Situation Summary 
 September 2002 
 
 
 NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE REPORT 
 
Situation:  National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) will report on the status of regulatory and non-
regulatory  activities and issues affecting ocean salmon fishery management. 
 
Council Task: 
 
1. Provide information and discussion. 
 
Reference Materials:   
 
1. None. 
 
Agenda Order: 
 
a. Agendum Overview  Bill Robinson 
b. Reports and Comments of Advisory Bodies 
c. Public Comment 
d. Council Discussion 
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SCIENTIFIC AND STATISTICAL COMMITTEE COMMENTS ON UPDATE ON SCIENTIFIC AND 
STATISTICAL COMMITTEE METHODOLOGY REVIEW 

 
The Scientific and Statistical Committee (SSC), in consultation with the Salmon Technical Team (STT), 
reviewed the status of the salmon methodology topics identified as possible review candidates at the 
April 2002, Council meeting.  There has been little progress on most of these items due, primarily, to 
limited agency resources.  Modifications to the chinook Fisheries Regulation Assessment Model (FRAM) 
for mark-selective fisheries are scheduled for review in October.  Two other items, the Management Plan 
for Lower Columbia River coho salmon and coho FRAM Terminal Fisheries may have material for review 
in early 2003.  Discussion of specific projects identified in April follows. 
 
1. Klamath Ocean Harvest Model (KOHM) effort estimates for Ft. Bragg area:  there has been no 

subsequent work. At the start of the March Council meeting the STT was going to use 1980s data to 
model 2002 Ft. Bragg effort in July and August. The STT responded to objections that the effort levels 
were inappropriate by modeling effort shifts from Monterey and San Francisco based on historical 
contribution rates.  By December they will have complete data from 2002 fisheries in the Ft. Bragg 
area.  The STT will have a summary of the performance of the model by March 2003. At that time the 
Council can make a decision on the need for future reviews. The STT anticipates using the revised 
method for 2003.   

 
2. Coho Impact Model (CIM) for California:  additional coho encounter rate data have been gathered by 

the California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG). No analysis or modeling has been done. 
 
3. Oregon Coastal Natural (OCN) coho salmon prediction methodology:  no new predictors have been 

proposed. 
 
4. Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW) Management Plan for Lower Columbia River coho 

salmon:  the draft plan needs data cleanup and method improvements. A reviewable document may 
be available in early 2003. 

 
5. FRAM for mark-selective fisheries: the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) has 

modified the chinook FRAM to accommodate mark-selective fisheries.  The SSC will review these 
modifications in October. 

 
6. Columbia River Fall chinook abundance predictors:  there has been some preliminary work on 

producing ocean run-size predictors for these stocks.  No methodology review is needed at this time. 
 
7. Coho FRAM terminal fisheries:  The Coho Technical Committee (CoTC) of the Pacific Salmon 

Commission (PSC) is in the process of working to modify the coho FRAM for bilateral management. 
Upcoming changes are anticipated to include: breaking the September-December time step into 
separate September and October-December time strata; incorporation of additional fishery 
sequences in the final time step to accommodate preterminal/terminal/extreme terminal fisheries; and 
addition of  fishery and stock strata for Canadian management.   The CoTC anticipates these 
modifications will be ready for use in 2004 and wishes to schedule a status update for the SSC in 
January or February 2003. 

 
8. Protocol for boundary changes:  when management boundaries shift, the associated fisheries 

databases change so historical information is not consistent with new management areas.  There are 
usually insufficient data to evaluate effects of boundary changes or to model fishery impacts based on 
the resulting new management areas.  There are no proposals for a protocol. 
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SALMON ADVISORY SUBPANEL REPORT ON SCIENTIFIC AND STATISTICAL COMMITTEE 
METHODOLOGY REVIEW PRIORITIES 

 
The Salmon Advisory Subpanel has discussed the proposed methodology reviews listed in Exhibit D.3.a 
and have determined only number 5, Fishery Regulation Assessment Models (FRAMs) for Mark-Selective 
Fisheries, will be ready fo review prior to the November Council meeting.  The chinook FRAM has 
reportedly been modified by Mr. Jim Packer to accommodate mark-selective fisheries using 
methodologies similar to that of the coho FRAM.  In addition to modeling harvest impacts, effects of 
mark-selective fisheries on the coast-wide coded-wire tag database are of concern. 
 
The remainder of the Methodology Reviews listed in D.3.a are not ready for review at this time. 
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SALMON TECHNICAL TEAM REPORT ON 
SCIENTIFIC AND STATISTICAL COMMITTEE METHODOLOGY REVIEW PRIORITIES 

 
Of the eight methodology changes suggested in April for potential review this fall and implementation in 
2003, only one will be ready for review by the Scientific and Statistical Committee (SCC) this cycle.  The 
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife has modified the Chinook Fishery Regulation Assessment 
Model (FRAM) model, used extensively by the Salmon Technical Team (STT) to estimate fishery impacts 
North of Cape Falcon, to allow analysis of the effects of mark selective fisheries for Chinook salmon.  
Methodologies employed are similar to those used to analyze selective fisheries for Coho.   
 
The STT recommends the Council make review of this model a high priority if selective fisheries for 
Chinook are anticipated to occur in 2003 in either Council area or inside waters.   
 
Several methodologies mentioned last spring are still being developed, but will not be available for 
Council use before 2004.  These include direct prediction of Columbia River Chinook ocean abundance, 
and modifications to the Coho FRAM model necessary for implementation of the 2002 Coho agreement 
with Canada. 
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 Exhibit D.3 
 Situation Summary 
 September 2002 
 
 
 SCIENTIFIC AND STATISTICAL COMMITTEE METHODOLOGY REVIEW PRIORITIES 
 
Situation:  Each year, the Scientific and Statistical Committee (SSC) completes a methodology review to 
help assure new or significantly modified methodologies employed to estimate impacts of the Council’s 
salmon management use the best available science.  This review is preparatory to the Council’s adoption, 
at the November meeting, of all proposed changes to be implemented in the coming season, or, in certain 
limited cases, of providing directions for handling any unresolved methodology problems prior to the 
formulation of salmon management options the following March.  Because there is insufficient time to 
review new or modified methods at the March meeting, the Council may reject their use if they have not 
been approved the preceding November. 
 
At its April 2002 meeting, the Council identified a list of potential subjects for the methodology review.  
These subjects are identified in a reminder letter sent out to the responsible agencies in July 2002, which 
requests agencies be prepared to speak to the status of the subjects in terms of completeness and 
priority (Exhibit D.3.a, Attachment 1).  All materials for review are to be received at the Council office at 
least three weeks prior to the scheduled review meeting of the SSC salmon subcommittee, which is likely 
to be in mid- to late-October.  
 
Council Action: 
 
1. Determine whether or not it is likely methodologies identified for review will be ready for the SSC 

salmon subcommittee meeting in October. 
2. Set priorities for SSC review of methodologies. 
 
Reference Materials:  
 
1. Email to the agencies from Chuck Tracy dated July 25, 2002 (Exhibit D.3.a, Attachment 1). 
2. Scientific and Statistical Committee Comments on Update on Scientific and Statistical Committee 

Methodology Review (Exhibit D.3.b, Supplemental SSC Report). 
 
Agenda Order: 
 
a. Agendum Overview Chuck Tracy 
b. SSC Report Pete Lawson 
c. Agency and Tribal Reports and Comments 
d. Reports and Comments of Advisory Bodies 
e. Public Comment 
f. Council Action:  Confirm Salmon Methodology Review Priorities 
 
 
PFMC 
08/21/02 
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