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Exhibit F.1.c
Public Comment

Subject: [Fwd: New Halibut Rules] April 2002
Date: Mon, 25 Mar 2002 08:56:10 -0800
From: "PFMC Comments" <pfmc.comments @noaa.gov>

To: chuck.tracy @noaa.gov

-------- Original Message --------
Subject: New Halibut Rules
Date: Sun, 24 Mar 2002 13:43:39 -0800
From: "Don&Susan" <nordy @ olypen.com>
To: <pfmc.comments @noaa.gov>

As an active sport Halibut fisherman and a manufacture of deep sea halibut tackle, | feel that the new reg’s that are
being considered are addressing the sole feelings of the Charter Boat industry and not tacking the Sport Boat
fisherman into account. | fish in area 3 and the way the weather has gone the last two years there has been some
bad storms during early parts of the previous seasons which have kept the small boats off the water. That meant that
the larger Charters made it out to the fish and us small boaters either didn’t go out or were taking a risk to be able to
get some fishing time. This last season when | made it out to the" HOT SPOT", as referred to in your news releases
“there were more charter’s than sport boats . This means that the bulk of the fish taken at the "HOT SPOT" were
done so by the Charter's . The bulk of these boats came from Neah Bay where the most lobby pressure is . With the
change of the closure this will take away the only close [22 mile] Halibut fishing access to LaPush that | know of at
this time . | want you to know that | have actively fished out of this port since 1963 and my dad fished out of LaPush
from 1947 till he moved from the area in 1962 . | also want you to know that this "HOT SPOT" was first visited by a
few small boaters from LaPush of which | was one of. We tried to not over fish this small area and not hurt the
Yellow Eye population but as in all cases the word got out and when the charters learned of the "HOT SPOT" they
moved in .Now it seems they are the ones that have put the screws to the sport boaters again . | urge you to
conceder this Info in your future decisions for Area 3 both now and in the future .

Don Nordstrom

1172 Whitcomb Diimmel RD,
Forks WA, 98331
360-374-5694

3/25/2002 9:42 AN



Exhibit F.1
Situation Summary
April 2002

PROPOSED 2002 INCIDENTAL CATCH REGULATIONS FOR THE
SALMON TROLL AND FIXED GEAR SABLEFISH FISHERY

Situation: Regulations governing the incidental harvest of halibut in the non-Indian commercial troll saimon
fishery and the primary, limited entry longline sablefish fishery north of Point Chehalis require the Council to
adopt recommended halibut landing restrictions to allow incidental harvest while assuring the quotas are not
exceeded. At the March meeting the Council adopted options for both the salmon troll fishery and the
sablefish fishery for public review. Options within both the salmon and sablefish fisheries include closing and
extending the "halibut hotspot" area during times halibut retention is allowed.

The halibut hotspot is an area off the Washington coast (within a rectangle defined by these four corners:
48°18' N latitude/125°11" W longitude, 48°18' N latitude/124°59' W longitude, 48°04' N latitude/125°11'
W longitude, and 48°04' N latitude/124°59' W longitude) approximately 20 miles south of Cape Flattery that
is closed to recreational halibut fishing under the Area 2A Halibut Catch Sharing Plan. The Washington
Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) has received information from the recreational charter boat fleet
that fisheries operating adjacent to this area incidentally encounter yelloweye rockfish at a relatively high
frequency. Given the extremely low optimum yield for yelloweye rockfish and the need to control all sources
of fishing-related mortality, the Council is considering extending the hotspot closure 4 additional miles to the
south (to 48°00' N latitude) and including commercial non-indian incidental halibut fisheries in the closure.
WDFW is scheduled to report on the potential for yelloweye rockfish bycatch in fisheries operating in the
affected area and recommend a management strategy for decreasing this bycatch under agendum E.12.

Salmon Troll Fishery

The Council adopted for public review two options for landing restrictions for Pacific halibut caught incidentally
in the-May/June troll season:

Status quo: License holders may land no more than 1 halibut per each 3 chinook, except 1
halibut may be landed without meeting the ratio requirement, and no more than 35 halibut may
be landed per trip. Halibut retained must be no less than 32 inches in total length (with head on).

Option 2:  License holders may land no more than 1 halibut per each 5 chinook, except 2 halibut may be
landed without meeting the ratio requirement, and no more than 35 halibut may be landed per
trip. Halibut retained must be no less than 32 inches in total length (with head on).

Option 3:  In combination with either Option 1 or 2 above, close the halibut "hotspot" area, as defined in the
Pacific Council Catch Sharing Plan in Washington Marine Area 3; and extend the closure south
to 48°00'00" for protection of yelloweye rockfish. This closure would be in effect during periods
open to retention of halibut. ‘

The primary objective for the annual landing restrictions is to harvest the incidental halibut quota in the
May/June salmon troll fishery, and a secondary objective is to harvest any remaining quota during July through
September.

Commercial Sablefish Fishery North of Point Chehalis

The Council adopted for public review two options for landing limits on incidental halibut harvest in the fixed
“gear primary sablefigh fishery north of Point Chehalis: 9 '

00 pounds (dressed weight) of sablefish landed and up to two additional halibut in excess of
the 80 pounds per 1,000 pound ratio per landin% etention of halibut allowed beginning May 1.

000 pounds (dressed weight) of sablefish fanded and up to two additional halibut in excess of
the 200 pounds per 1,000 pound ratio per landing. Retention of halibut allowed beginning May 1.
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Option 2:  In combination with either Option 1a or 1b above, restrict incidental halibut landings to a trip limit
of 1,000 pounds (dressed weight) of halibut.

Option 3:  In combination with either Option 1a or 1b above, close the halibut "hotspot" area, as defined in
the Pacific Council Catch Sharing Plan in Washington Marine Area 3; and extend the closure
south to 48°00'00" for protection of yelloweye rockfish. This closure would be in effect during
periods open to retention of halibut.

The objectives for the annual landing restrictions are to reach the halibut allocation at about the same time
as the sablefish season ends and to ensure an equitable sharing of the halibut landings among the fishers.

Council Action:

ibut landing

rth of Point Chehalis,

Reference Materials:

1. See Exhibit B.12.

Agenda Order:

Agendum Overview Chuck Tracy
Reports and Comments of Advisory Bodies

Public Comment

Council Action: Adopt Final Annual Incidental Halibut Harvest Restrictions
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Groundfish Fishery Strategic Plan Consistency Analysis

The groundfish strategic plan calls for minimizing discarded bycatch. The sablefish fishery prior to 2001
discarded halibut, alive or dead, due to low halibut quota levels. Retaining halibut is consistent with
minimizing discarded dead halibut bycatch. '
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