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 Exhibit G.1 
 Situation Summary 
 September 2001 
 
 
 NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE REPORT 
 
Situation:  National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) will briefly report on recent international and 
domestic developments relevant to highly migratory species (HMS) fisheries and issues the Council 
should be cognizant of as development of the HMS fishery management plan continues. 
 
Council Task:  Discussion. 
 
Reference Materials:  None. 
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 Exhibit G.2.c 
 Supplemental HMSAS Report 
 September 2001 
 
 
 HIGHLY MIGRATORY SPECIES ADVISORY SUBPANEL UPDATE ON 
 FISHERY MANAGEMENT PLAN DEVELOPMENT 
 
The Highly Migratory Species Advisory Subpanel (HMSAS) met August 26-27, 2001 with some members 
of the Highly Migratory Species Plan Development Team (HMSAS) to review changes to fishery 
management plan (FMP) chapters 3 and 8 and a first partial draft of the initial regulatory measures.  
Following are comments on the FMP.  No formal comments are provided at this time on the regulatory 
document, which has not been completed. 
 
The HMSPDT should draft a separate document that analyzes the management unit option which 
excludes sharks and present it to the Council at the September meeting. 
 
The HMSAS notes that maximum sustainable yield (MSY) has not been estimated for some HMS due to 
lack of information and recommends that NMFS provide guidance on the legal requirement for MSY 
estimates in data poor cases and on any precedent for including species in the management unit without 
an MSY estimate. 
 
The HMSAS also believes NMFS needs to clarify requirements for unilateral U.S. action to rebuild 
overfished HMS in the Pacific in cases where U.S. catch is a small fraction of the total harvest. 
 
The term "local depletion" needs to be defined in the FMP. 
 
The HMSAS supports an annual management cycle for HMS fisheries, but points out that June and 
September are not good times for commercial and recreational participants to attend meetings, because 
of ongoing fisheries.  We further recommend the Council start holding meetings in southern California as 
soon as practicable. 
 
The definitions of surface hook-and-line and longline gears need to be revised to make sure there is a 
clear distinction between these gears.  The definitions of HMS gear in the Code of Federal Regulations 
need to be reviewed and incorporated in the FMP where appropriate. 
 
One option in the legal gear section would not include longlines as legal gear, as requested by the 
Council in June.  Was it the Council’s intent that this option would prohibit all landings of HMS with 
longline gear (including fish harvested beyond the exclusive economic zone [EEZ]), or was it the intent to 
prohibit longline fishing only in the EEZ? 
 
The HMSAS recommends that shark finning not be addressed as an option in the FMP since these 
regulations will be implemented by NMFS in a separate process to implement the new legislation.  Shark 
finning restrictions should be referenced in chapter 9 which describes other applicable law. 
 
The HMSAS would like to meet during the November Council meeting to comment on the next draft of the 
FMP and regulatory document prior to adoption for the public review process. 
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Exhibit G.2.c 
Supplemental HSG Report 

September 2001 
 

 
HABITAT STEERING GROUP COMMENTS ON  

THE HIGHLY MIGRATORY SPECIES FISHERY MANAGEMENT PLAN DEVELOPMENT 
 
The Habitat Steering Group (HSG) would like to thank the Highly Migratory Species Plan Development 
Team (HMSPDT) for incorporating our suggested essential fish habitat changes into the next draft fishery 
management plan (FMP).  The HSG urges the HMSPDT to adhere to the proposed timeline of having a 
draft ready for the November Council meeting with final adoption scheduled for March 2002.  The HSG 
plans to have a more thorough review of the draft FMP following the November Council meeting and will 
make suggested changes, as appropriate, prior to final adoption. 
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 Exhibit G.2 
 Situation Summary 
 September 2001 
 
 
 UPDATE ON FISHERY MANAGEMENT PLAN DEVELOPMENT 
 
Situation:  The Highly Migratory Species Plan Development Team (HMSPDT) will present a progress 
report on fishery management plan (FMP) development.  The HMSPDT has met twice since they last 
reported to the Council (in June and July).  The Highly Migratory Species Advisory Subpanel (HMSAS) 
met August 26-27 and will also provide a report. 
 
Public comment (Exhibit G.2.d) includes:  1 letter with suggested changes to specific sections of the FMP; 
1 letter supporting inclusion of Pacific bonito in the FMP; a petition with 250 signatures supporting the 
Industry-sponsored longline proposal; 85 individual letters and email, and 81 form letters (166 total) in 
opposition to the use of pelagic longline gear.  Previously (September 2000-June 2001), the Council 
received approximately 5,583 letters in opposition to the use of pelagic longline gear. 
 
Council Task:  Provide guidance to the HMSPDT and HMSAS on completion of the draft FMP. 
 
Reference Materials: 
 
1. Exhibit G.2.b, Supplemental HMSPDT Report. 
2. Exhibit G.2.c, Supplemental HMSAS Report. 
3. Exhibit G.2.d, Public Comment. 
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HMS Plan 
Development Team 

Report to the Council 

September 2001 

Agenda Item G.2.b 
Supplemental HMSPDT Report 

September 2001



Status of the Draft HMS FMP 

 Current Timeline:  Draft plan is expected 
to be completed by October 1 for 
inclusion in the briefing material for the 
Council’s November meeting. 
 
 The HMS Plan Team will present two 

documents—a proposed framework 
plan and options for initial regulatory 
measures. 



Status of Economic Data 

Economic surveys for the troll, drift 
gillnet, and charter fisheries are being 
conducted.  Progress has been slow 
due to the fishers being at sea. 

 
Economic data will not be complete for 

the November draft; however, economic 
data for the RFA/RIR analyses should 
be available to support the proposed 
management measure options.  

 



FMP Revisions 

 Minor revisions have been made to 
Chapters 1-7 to incorporate changes 
from the Council, HMSAS, SSC, and 
HSG. 

 
 Chapter 8: Management Under the 

HMS FMP has had major revisions in 
response to Council direction. 



Options for Legal HMS Gear 
Recreational Gear 

1. Surface hook-and-line and spear.  
 

 (NOTE:  Surface hook-and-line includes 
troll, jig, live bait, pole-and-line, and 
hand line) 



Options for Legal HMS Gear 
Commercial Gear 

1. Surface hook-and-line, pelagic longline, 
drift gillnet, purse seine, and harpoon. 

 
2. Surface hook-and-line, drift gillnet, 

purse seine, and harpoon. 
 (NOTE:  This would eliminate all pelagic 

longline fisheries—both inside and 
outside the EEZ) 



Pelagic Longline Options 

1. Allow high seas longline outside 200 
miles subject to WPFMC regulations 
 

2. Allow pelagic longline inside EEZ 
 

3. Indefinite moratorium w/in EEZ with 
Bycatch Reduction Research Program 
 

4. Prohibit pelagic longline inside EEZ, but 
allow Exempted Fishery (Team preferred) 
 



Drift Gillnet Options 
1. Implement Time/Area Closures of 

Biological Opinion 
 

2. Implement Modified Time/Area Closures 
of Biological Opinion 
 

3. Close EEZ North of 45°N to drift gillnets 
 

4. Incorporate existing state closures 



Council Guidance 

The HMS Plan Team seeks Council 
guidance on: 

 
 The readiness of a draft plan for the 

November Council meeting 
 The legal gear options 
 The pelagic longline and drift gillnet 

options 
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