
 Exhibit G.1 
 Situation Summary 
 June 2001 
 
 

EXEMPTED FISHING PERMIT APPLICATIONS 
 
Situation:  The Coastal Pelagic Species (CPS) Fishery Management Plan (FMP) authorizes issuance of 
exempted fishing permits (EFPs) for exempted fishing consistent with the goals and objectives of the 
FMP. 
 
In part, Section 2.2.8 states: 
 

"Exempted fishing" is defined to be fishing... not allowed under the FMP.  Under this 
FMP... NMFS... may authorize... harvest of CPS for experimental or exploratory fishing 
that would otherwise be prohibited.  NMFS... may restrict the number of EFPs by total 
catch, time, or area.  NMFS... may also require any level of industry-funded observer 
coverage for these EFPs. 

 
Exempted fisheries are expected to be of limited size and duration and must be 
authorized by an EFP issued for the participating vessel in accordance with the criteria 
and procedures specified in 50 CFR §600.745.  The duration of EFPs will ordinarily be 
one year.  Permits will not be renewed automatically.  An application must be submitted 
to the Regional Administrator for each year.  A fee sufficient to cover administrative 
expenses may be charged for EFPs.  An applicant for an EFP need not be the owner or 
operator of the vessel(s) for which the EFP is requested as long as the proposed activity 
is compatible with limited entry and other management measures in the FMP. 

 
This FMP authorizes mandatory data reporting and mandatory on-board observers with 
exempted fishing permits.  Installation of vessel monitoring units aboard vessels with 
exempted fishing permits may be required. 

 
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) will report on application(s) for exempted fishing permits. 
 
Council Action: 
 
1. If necessary, review and comment on EFP application(s). 
 
Reference Materials:  None. 
 
 
PFMC 
05/08/01 

 



 Exhibit G.2.b 
 CPSMT Report 
 June 2001 
 
 
 PACIFIC MACKEREL HARVEST GUIDELINE AND OTHER SPECIFICATIONS FOR 2001-2002 
 
The Coastal Pelagic Species Management Team (CPSMT) met with the Coastal Pelagic Species 
Advisory Subpanel (CPSAS) to review results from the latest Pacific mackerel stock assessment, which 
will be used to set a harvest guideline (HG) for the 2001-2002 season.  The CPSMT concurs with the 
stock assessment team’s analyses and recommends the Council adopt a harvest guideline of 13,837 mt 
for the upcoming season. 
 
The CPSMT and CPSAS discussed problems in the current mackerel fishery and possible scenarios for 
conducting the upcoming season.  The southern California fishery experienced high mackerel availability 
at the opening of the 2000-2001 season.  Cumulative catch by the end of October was anomalously high 
compared to recent years, and 95% of the total harvest guideline was taken by the end of October, only 
three months into the season.  The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) closed the directed fishery 
on October 27, 2001, after which a 20% incidental catch allowance was implemented.  The harvest 
guideline was met at the end of March, and the CPS fishery has been under a 1 mt per trip allowance 
since the beginning of April.  Incidental mackerel catch in the sardine fishery has been a common 
occurrence for the past several months, and this has created an apparent problem for the fishery.  The 
CPSMT and CPSAS heard testimony from several sardine fishermen at the meeting, who claimed having 
difficultly in accurately assessing percentage of mixed loads at sea. They also expressed concern over 
high discard mortality from loads released at sea.  Biologists from CDFG’s coastal pelagic species unit in 
Los Alamitos, California were also present at the joint meeting. They presented dockside observer data 
on the frequency and percentage of Pacific mackerel mixed in sardine loads.  The CPSMT used these 
data to estimate total incidental take of mackerel, and estimated approximately 2,000 mt per year taken 
by the sardine fishery in 1999 and 2000. 
 
The CPSMT outlined three possible scenarios for the upcoming season: 
 

1) Close the directed fishery after a substantial fraction of the HG has been landed and switch to 
restrictive incidental allowance levels for the remainder of the season. 

 
2) Close the directed fishery after a smaller portion of the HG is landed and switch to a less 

restrictive incidental tolerance for the remainder of the season. 
 

3) Close the directed fishery after a smaller portion of the HG is landed, switch to a less restrictive 
incidental tolerance through the mid-season period, and reopen a directed “mop-up” fishery 
during the last two months of the season (e.g. May-June 2002). 

 
Option 1 would result in status quo for the fishery, resulting in the same restrictive measures realized 
during the current season.  The CPSMT prefers not to repeat the current situation. 
 
The CPSAS proposed, and the CPSMT endorses, the following guidelines for prosecuting the mackerel 
fishery in 2001-2002: 1) open the season with a HG 13,837 mt; 2) close the directed fishery when 6,000 
mt of the HG has been landed; 3) switch to incidental tolerance of up to 45% mackerel in other CPS 
fisheries, or up to 1 mt of mackerel at any percentage (i.e. pure loads); 4) CPSMT will closely monitor 
directed and incidental HG landed as the season progresses, reporting to Council at the March and April 
meetings; 5) reopen the directed fishery for a “mop-up” fishery in May and/or June if a significant portion 
of the HG still remains. 
 
 
PFMC 
05/29/01 





Exhibit G.2.b 
Supplemental SSC Report 

June 2001 
 
 

SCIENTIFIC AND STATISTICAL COMMITTEE 
PACIFIC MACKEREL HARVEST GUIDELINE AND OTHER SPECIFICATIONS FOR 2002 

 
Dr. Kevin Hill discussed the 2001-2002 Pacific mackerel harvest guideline (HG) with the Scientific and 
Statistical Committee (SSC).  The recommended HG is 13,837 mt.  The Coastal Pelagic Species 
Management Team (CPSMT) recommends closing the directed fishery after 6,000 mt is landed, then 
switching to an incidental tolerance of 45% of mackerel in other coastal pelagic species fisheries.  If a 
significant portion of the HG remains, a directed fishery would re-open toward the end of the season. 
 
The SSC notes that the HG is based on the same stock assessment methodology used in 2000, with the 
addition of one new data point.  This methodology is scheduled to be reviewed by a stock assessment 
review panel in 2002. 
 
 
PFMC 
06/13/01 

 



































































































































































































 Exhibit G.2 
 Situation Summary 
 June 2001 
 
 
 PACIFIC MACKEREL HARVEST GUIDELINE AND OTHER SPECIFICATIONS FOR 2001-2002 
 
Situation:  Per the coastal pelagic species (CPS) fishery management plan (FMP) annual cycle, the 
Council is scheduled to review the Pacific mackerel stock assessment and adopt for recommendation to 
the U.S. Secretary of Commerce a harvest guideline for the 2001-2002 Pacific mackerel fishing season.  
The current year’s harvest guideline for Pacific mackerel (20,740 mt) was reached and the fishery closed 
on March 27, 2001 (66FR17373).  The 2001-2002 fishery opens July 1, 2001.  The current stock 
assessment and management recommendations are summarized in Attachment 1. 
 
The Coastal Pelagic Species Management Team (CPSMT) and the Coastal Pelagic Species Advisory 
Subpanel (CPSAS) have reviewed the assessment and the recommended harvest guideline.  They will 
present their respective advice to the Council. 
 
The CPSMT has completed the second annual Status of the Pacific Coast Coastal Pelagic Species 
(CPS) Fishery Stock Assessment and Fishery Evaluation (SAFE) document.  This is included in the 
briefing book. 
 
According to the annual management plan, the CPS SAFE document will be prepared and presented in 
two sections. The main section will be submitted at the June Council meeting.  This portion of the SAFE 
will include the annual Pacific mackerel assessment, evaluation of the fisheries based on the calendar 
year, and the status of monitored species.  The second (supplemental) section will include the Pacific 
sardine assessment and status of the sardine fishery.  The supplemental section will be presented at the 
November Council meeting. 
 
Council Action: 
 
1. Adopt Pacific mackerel fishery management specifications for 2001-2002 fishing season. 
 
Reference Materials: 
 
1. Stock Assessment of Pacific Mackerel with Recommendations for the 2001-2002 Management 

Season, Executive Summary (Exhibit G.2, Attachment 1). 
2. Status of the Pacific Coast Coastal Pelagic Species Fishery Through 2001 and Recommended 

Acceptable Biological Catches for 2002 (Exhibit G.2, Attachment 2). 
3. Exhibit G.2.b, CPSMT Report. 
4. Exhibit G.2.b, Supplemental CPSAS Report. 
 
 
PFMC 
05/25/01 

 



 Exhibit G.3.c 
 CPSMT Report 
 June 2001 
 
 
 MARKET SQUID MAXIMUM SUSTAINABLE YIELD METHODOLOGY REVIEW WORKSHOP 
 
At the Council’s request, the Coastal Pelagic Species Management Team (CPSMT) worked with the 
Scientific and Statistical Committee (SSC), National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), and California 
Department of Fish and Game (CDFG) to organize the market squid stock assessment methodologies 
workshop.  The workshop was held May 14-17, 2001 at the NMFS, Southwest Fisheries Science Center 
in La Jolla, California.  The workshop panel reviewed research conducted on squid life history along with 
enhanced fishery data relevant to any stock assessment approach.  The review panel and stock 
assessment authors had a productive week of discussion and hands-on modeling, and the CPSMT 
anticipates a fruitful outcome to this process.  The CPSMT would like to thank the panelists and workshop 
participants for their contributions of time and expertise in making this workshop a success. 
 
A principle goal of the workshop was to integrate the research and the workshop panel’s findings into the 
coastal pelagic species fishery management plan (CPS FMP).  The CPSMT has not yet met to review the 
workshop panel report, but will do so at the next scheduled work session.  The CPSMT respectfully 
requests guidance from the Council on whether to proceed with including the panel’s findings in 
Amendment 10 to the CPS FMP. 
 
 
PFMC 
05/23/01 

 



 Exhibit G.3 
 Situation Summary 
 June 2001 
 
 
 MARKET SQUID MAXIMUM SUSTAINABLE YIELD METHODOLOGY REVIEW WORKSHOP 
 
Situation:  On May 14-17, 2001 a workshop was held to review market squid stock assessment methods.  
The workshop was, in part, to address disapproved provisions in the Pacific Fishery Management 
Council’s (Council) Coastal Pelagic Species (CPS) Fishery Management Plan (FMP); specifically, 
maximum sustainable yield (MSY) for market squid.  A principal goal of the stock assessment review 
(STAR) was to investigate ways to integrate squid research into the Council’s CPS FMP. 
 
The workshop chairs will present a preliminary report to the Council.  The Scientific and Statistical 
Committee and the Council’s CPS advisors will also provide information to the Council. 
 
At the Council’s discretion, the results of the Squid Workshop could be incorporated into an amendment 
to the CPS FMP.  The Council has already requested the CPS Management Team initiate work on 
Amendment 10 to the FMP, which will codify the limited entry fishery capacity goal and modify 
transferability restrictions. 
 
Council Action:   
 
1. Discussion and guidance regarding market squid MSY and its relevance to the CPS FMP 

amendment. 
 
Reference Materials: 
 
1. Coastal Pelagic Species Management Team (CPSMT) Report (Exhibit G.3.c). 
2. Preliminary Workshop Report (Exhibit G.3.b, Supplemental Workshop Report). 
 
 
PFMC 
05/23/01 
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