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GROUNDFISH ADVISORY SUBPANEL ON 
MARINE RESERVES PHASE I CONSIDERATIONS 

 
The Groundfish Advisory Subpanel (GAP) re-affirms the statement made in June that marine reserves 
should be available to the Council as a tool for fisheries management.  More extensive comments will be 
provided under agenda item B.2. 
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 Exhibit B.1 
 Situation Summary 
 September 2000 
 
 
 MARINE RESERVES PHASE I CONSIDERATIONS REPORT 
 
Situation:  The Council has specified a two-phase process for considering whether or not to recommend 
marine reserves be created on the West Coast.  The first phase is a conceptual evaluation that is 
scheduled to conclude at this meeting with a Council decision on whether or not marine reserves should 
have a role in management of the groundfish fishery.  A draft analysis and cover letter with 
recommendations from the Ad-Hoc Marine Reserve Committee (MRC) was distributed to the public in 
August.  Marine reserves are also covered as part of the Council’s draft groundfish strategic plan. 
 
During the second phase, if pursued by the Council, options for the design and location of marine reserves 
would be developed (see analysis cover letter with attachment).  The details of Phase II would be taken 
up under the next agenda item. 
 

Council Action:   
 
1. Decide whether or not marine reserves should play a role in management of West Coast 

groundfish fisheries. 
 
Reference Materials: 
 
1. Cover letter for phase I technical analysis and attached design and policy issues paper by the Ad-Hoc 

Marine Reserve Committee (Exhibit B.1, Attachment 1). 
2. Marine Reserves to Supplement Management of West Coast Groundfish Resources, Phase I 

Technical Analysis (please bring your copy with you). 
3. Exhibit B.1.b, National Ocean Service Comment. 
4. Exhibit B.1.c, Public Comment. 
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GROUNDFISH ADVISORY SUBPANEL STATEMENT ON  
MARINE RESERVES PHASE II CONSIDERATIONS 

 
The Groundfish Advisory Subpanel (GAP) had an extensive discussion on how, where, and why marine 
reserves should be used, the extent of knowledge regarding marine reserves and their benefits, and the 
costs reserves may impose on fishermen, processors, and local communities.  The GAP agreed the 
Council needs to examine the number and extent of areas not being actively fished for various reasons in 
order to determine whether they meet - in whole or in part - any Council goals on establishing marine 
reserves.  Several GAP members emphasized the effect that establishing reserves will have on 
participants in the fisheries, including seafood processors, and pointed out the cumulative impact of 
reserve establishment, changes in harvest policy, and reductions in allowable harvest will be devastating 
to participants in the fisheries.  GAP members pointed out the restrictions on harvest of shelf species are 
already creating de facto marine reserves in continental shelf areas. 
 
A majority of the GAP believes - prior to establishing marine reserves - a capacity reduction and an 
individual quota program must be put in place in order to reduce economic disruption.  The Council 
should take whatever actions are appropriate to obtain funding for a capacity reduction program. 
 
A minority of the GAP agrees capacity reduction is important, but these programs should be coordinated 
with establishment of marine reserves in order to avoid delaying the benefits to fisheries and habitat that 
accrue from having reserves. 
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 Exhibit B.2 
 Situation Summary 
 September 2000 
 
 
 MARINE RESERVES PHASE II CONSIDERATIONS 
 
Situation:  If under agenda item B.1, the Council decided marine reserves should not play a role in 
management of West Coast groundfish fisheries, this agenda item can be eliminated.  If the Council 
wishes to proceed with marine reserves, it will need to establish a process for developing specific 
recommendations.  The recommendations will need to cover activities to be restricted, size, configuration, 
and specific sites for reserves on the West Coast.  The successful siting of marine reserves will involve 
participation, planning, and analysis at levels more local than have been typical for Council management 
of the groundfish fishery.  Development of this process should probably take into account limits on 
Council budget and personnel and involve constituencies not typically involved in Council processes.   
 
The Council could attempt to devise this process on the floor of the Council or refer it to one of its advisory 
committees, such as the strategic plan implementation committee, the Habitat Steering Group, or the 
Ad-Hoc Marine Reserve Committee. 
 

Council Action:  
 
1. Depending on the decision under Agenda Item B.1, either drop this agenda item or decide how 

to proceed with developing a process for Phase II. 
 
Reference Materials:  None. 
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