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Daar Mr. Bllss:;

Consistant with the raguiremants for coordination with the Pacific Fishery Management Council {Council)
under the essential fish habitat {EFH) statutery requiremants of the Magnuson-Stevens Flshery
Conservation and Management Act {Magnuson-Stevens Act), the Cauncll requests that the FAA give
serious consideration to designing a runway configuration that minimizes adverse effects on EFH.

The Councll is one of sight regional fishery managemant councils agtablished undar the Magnuson-
Stevens Act of 1878. The councils regulate faderal fisharies within thelr jutisdictional waters by means

of fishery managemant plans (FMPs).

The 1996 amendments lo the Magnuson-Stevens Act require councils 1o includa habitat provisions in
existing FMPs and cail for mors diraet action to stop or reversa the continued icss of fish habitats. it
mandates the identification af habitas as “essential” to fedarally-managad species and now requirss
féderal action agencies to consider implemanting maasuras to conserve and enhance EFH.

In early 1899, the U.S. Sacretary of Commerce approved the EFH designations to our Pagific groundfish
FMF and coastal pelagic species FMP. These EFH designations include the watsrs and substrate of
San Francisco Bay. As a result, the propased airfieid reconfiguration project for the San Francisco
International Airport falls within the EFH of groundfish and coastal pelagic spacies.

Because of the new consuitation provisions to tha Magnuson-Stavans Adt, | want to acquaim you with
the nead to conserve EFH and familfarize you with the breadth of your EFH consuitation responsibilities.
Section 305 (b){3) of the Magnusan-Stevens Act allows the Councll to provide comments and EFH
congervation recommandations to federal or state agencies on astiona that affect EFH and requires the
Council 1o commant on actions likaly to subsgtantially affect the EFH of an anadromous fishery resource

under jts autharily.

Hageq on the various runway aiternatives proposed that Includa San Francisco Bay landfills ranging

from 430 acras ta 1,300 acres and recagnizing the potential for obtaining sources of landflll materiat from
aquatic sitas, it is clear the propesed project will adversely affect the EFH of a significant number of fish
species managed under the Council's three FMP3. That ls, the project wili reduce the quality and/or
quantity of EFH. Congaquently, at the appropriate time, the Council and/or Secretary will provide EFH
Canaarvation Recammeandations 16 aveld, minimize, mitigate or otherwise offsat the advarse effects on
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EFH resulting from the FAA's proposad actions. The Council requests the FAA give seficus thought 1o
desligning a runway configuration that will minimize disruption of ramaining fish habitat and ensures,
wheare mitigation is required, there s no net loss of in-kind habitat vaive.

! afso call to your attenticn that pursuant to section 305 (b){4}(B) of the statute, federal agencies are
raquired to provide a detailed response in writing to EFH conservation recommaendatians recaived from
a Cauncil and the U.S. Sacretary of Commerce. The responsa shall include a description of the
measures propasad by the agency for avoiging, mitigating, or offsatting the impact of tha activity on such
nabitat. If your response is Inconsistant with the EFH Consearvation Recommendations submilted, you
must pravide an axplanation of the reasons for not implementing thase recormmendations.

Thank you for the oppertunity to provide Information on the new habitat provigions and fedsral agency
regponsibilities of the Magnuson-Stevens Act and your cansdideration of a project that will minimize
adversa impacts to the EFH of tha Council's managed fishes. The Council will discuas this project
further and will fdllow up with specitic commenis an EFH impsacts and may provide Canservation

Racormmendations. )

¢ Ms, Loratta Barsamian, Callfornia Regional Water Quality Cantrol Board, Sacramento, CA
LTC Pater T. Graas, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, San Francisca, CA
Mr. Robrert C. Hight, California Departmant of Fish and Game, Sacramento, CA
Ms. Fellcia Marcus, Environmental Protection Agency, San Francisco, CA
Mr. Red Melnnls, National Marine Fisheries Service, Southwest Ragion
Mr. John Pleifer, Federal Aviatior, Adminiatration, Burlingame, CA
Ar, Michas| Spear, 1.8, Fish and Wildlife 8arvice, Sacramento, CA
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