
 EXHIBIT E.1. 
 March 2000 
 
 
 STATUS OF IMPLEMENTATION OF COUNCIL HALIBUT RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Situation:  The proposed rule implementing the Council’s changes to the year 2000 halibut catch sharing 
plan and recreational fishery regulations is contained in Attachment E.1.a.  Ms. Yvonne deReynier, 
National Marine Fisheries Service, will be available to answer any questions the Council may have on 
implementation of these new regulations which were adopted at the November 1999 meeting. 
 
The primary changes to the regulations for 2000 include (1) an allocation change to meet the agreement 
among the states, tribes, and federal government contained in a July 1999 District Court stipulation and 
order (i.e., an additional 25,000 pounds to the tribal allocation), (2) a boundary and complementary 
allocation change between the Puget Sound and Washington North Coast recreational subareas, (3) use 
of the inseason management process to open the closed “hotspot” in the Washington South Coast 
recreational subarea, and (3) management of the inside 30 fathom recreational fishery off Oregon under 
one quota (Cape Falcon to Humbug Mountain). 
 
Council Action:  None. 
 
Reference Materials: 
 
1. Proposed rule and catch sharing plan for Pacific halibut in Area 2A (Attachment E.1.a.). 
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 EXHIBIT E.2. 
 March 2000 
 
 
 PACIFIC HALIBUT MANAGEMENT 

RESULTS OF THE INTERNATIONAL PACIFIC HALIBUT COMMISSION ANNUAL MEETING 
 

The 2000 International Pacific Halibut Commission (IPHC) recommendation was to provide 67.5 million 
pounds of halibut to the governments of Canada and the United States (see attached news release). 
 
 Area 2A Specifics 
 
Stock assessment results indicated a higher exploitable biomass in Area 2A than in the past.  Surveys in 
1995 and 1997showed about 8% of the biomass in Area 2A.  In 1999, due to a low catch per unit of effort 
in Area 2B, the survey indicated 16% in Area 2A.  An average of 11% was used as a working value to 
calculate exploitable biomass in Area 2A.  The resulting quota recommendations were: 
 
 

 
 

 
Quotas for 2000 

 
 Quotas for 1999 

 
Area 2A 

 
830,000 

 
760,000 

 
Area 2B 

 
10,600,000 

 
12,100,000 

  
 
Area 2A representatives to the Conference Board were treaty Indian tribes and Washington recreational 
interests.  These representatives, Council members, and National Marine Fisheries Service-Washington 
Department of Fish and Wildlife-Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife met with Commissioner Ralph 
Hoard.  We discussed the Commissioner's concerns regarding the Neah Bay Canadian halibut catch 
issue regarding whether halibut catch was in United State's waters or not, the issue regarding the large 
composition of Canadian recreational catch, and the issue regarding the halibut bycatch in Area 2A. 
 
 Area 2A Bycatch 
 
Bycatch of halibut in Council-managed waters continued to be of deep concern to Commissioners.  
Council Chairman Jim Lone provided the Commissioners an update on the 1999 bycatch effort in Council 
waters, (1) Observer Program, (2) trawl effort hours recalculation, (3) use of bycatch reduction devices in 
trawl gear, and (4) enhanced data collection program.  Mr. Phil Anderson provided the Commissioners 
the detail regarding 2000 trawl regulations and the expected decrease in halibut bycatch.  Please review 
the memorandum from Mr. Gregg Williams, IPHC staff. 
 
 
PFMC 
01/27/00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
Z:\!PFMC\MEETING\1996-2012\2000\MARCH\HALIBUT\EXHIBIT E2.DOC 















 EXHIBIT E.3. 
 March 2000 
 
 
 PROPOSED INCIDENTAL HALIBUT CATCH IN THE TROLL SALMON FISHERY 
 
Situation:  Regulations governing the incidental harvest of halibut in the salmon troll fishery require the 
Council to adopt recommended halibut landing restrictions to allow incidental harvest while assuring the 
quota is not exceeded. 
 
The halibut regulations allocate 15% of the non-Indian commercial halibut allocation in Area 2A to the 
salmon troll fishery as an incidental catch during May and June (with provision for later harvest if quota 
remains after the July directed fishery).  The table below provides the number of licenses, allocation, 
harvest, and landing restrictions for the incidental halibut fishery since the initial season in 1995.  The 
Council has successfully used landing ratios and a total trip limit to assure a manageable progression of 
the fishery in past years.  By the April meeting, the Council should have a good estimate of the number of 
trollers with incidental harvest permits (applications for a permit must be postmarked no later than 
March 31, 2000). The landing restrictions may be modified during the season if necessary. 
 
  
Incidental Halibut Fishery in Area 2A 

 
Year 

 
Licenses Issued1/  

 
Pounds of Halibut  

 
Restriction  

 
WA 

 
OR 

 
CA 

 
AK-2A 

 
Total 

 
Allocation 

 
May-June 
Harvest 

 
Total 

Harvest 

 
Halibut per 

Chinook 

 
Trip 
Limit 

 
1995 

 
- 

 
- 

 
- 

 
- 

 
124 

 
16,068 

 
2,125 

 
2,125 

 
1 per each 20 

 
none 

 
1996 

 
22 

 
74 

 
4 

 
14 

 
114 

 
16,068 

 
9,521 

 
9,521 

 
1 + 1 per each 15 

 
20 

 
1997 

 
57 

 
184 

 
10 

 
20 

 
271 

 
21,635 

 
17,570 

 
17,570 

 
1 + 1 per each 10 

 
20 

 
1998 

 
42 

 
188 

 
15 

 
18 

 
263 

 
25,344 

 
9,123 

 
13,124 

 
1 + 1 per each 8 

 
25  

1999 
 

54 
 

197 
 

12 
 

25 
 

288 
 

23,490 
 

9,955 
 

9,955 
 

1 + 1 per each 5 
 

35  
2000 

 
- 

 
- 

 
- 

 
- 

 
- 

 
24,464 

 
- 

 
- 

 
- 

 
- 

 
 
Council Action:  Adopt a range of landing restrictions for halibut caught incidentally in the 
May/June troll season to match with the troll salmon management options and assure a 
reasonable utilization of the incidental catch while not exceeding the quota. 
 
Reference Materials:  None. 
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i/ Licenses are issued by vessel number in the following order:  AK, WA, OR, CA (i.e., if a vessel has 
both Alaska and Washington vessel numbers, the licensed would be issued to the Alaska vessel 
number. 
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