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RE: Eiwha River implementation EiS
Cear Ms. Bransom:

The Pacific Fishery Management Council was creaied Dy the Magnuscn Fishery Caonsarvaticn
and Management Act (MFCMA) in 1876 with the primary rcle of develeping, menitoring, anc
revising management plans fer fisheries cznducted within federai waters off Washington, Oregen
and Califormia. Subsegquent congressicnal amencments in 1886 and 1850 added emphasis 1o
the Council's rcle in fishery habitat pretecticn, resteration and anhancsment.

In view of the fishery habitat concams speciiied in the MFCMA, the Council's Habitat Steering
Greup has been closely menitoring the siatus of the resteraticn of the Siwha Biver eccsysism.
In a letter of December 15, 1894, the Council proviced its support far the preferred alternative
(removal of toth dams) outlined in the Draft Environmental impact Statement. Mare recantly, the
Courcil voiced its support in a resaiutien of March 14, 1526 urging the acquisition and removal
of the Eiwha and Giines Canyen Prajects By the federsl government at the earliest oppartunity.
Given these facts, we cffer the fcllowing ccmments en the Elwha Impiementaticn Environmental
Impact Statement.

Once again, the Council is impressed by the level of detail and thoroughness for the
environmental documents prepared by the Department of Intericr. The Council strengly agrees
with the preferred altemative {and procased acticn), which includes demaiiticn of both mainstem
dams and removal of accumulated sediments through natural river ercsion processes. This
alternative will result in the mest rapid renabilitation of the Eiwha River ecosystem. The alterative
propesal (sediment management through dredging) adds ccnsiderable cosi 1o the total project
with no appreciable long-term benefits.

The Council continues to be very concermed abeut the status of salmon throughcut their range
along the West Coast. It is apparent that the decline in abundance s partially related to the
failure of society to protect freshwater spawning and rearing habitats. Tne current situaticn in the
Strait of Juan de Fuca (to which the Eiwnia River drains) is an excellent case in point. Recant
research has shown that coho producticn in the Strait has been well below viable target levels
established by fishery managers.. Degradation of freshwater habitat as a result of various land
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use practices has been identified as a major cause for the decline of Strait cohe. The Council
notes that in terms of coho production alene, a fully restored Elwha River will produce some
248,000 smoits annually. This number represents fully 65 percent of the current total smoit yield
in the Strait of Juan de Fuca. This confirms our beiief that the Eiwha River represents the best

restoration opportunity in the region.
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