Agenda Item I.1.e
Supplemental Public Comment
September 2008

Mike Hart
4500 Union St
Eureka, CA 95503
(707) 845-4109
August 25, 2008
California Department of Fish & Game
Attn: Mr. John Budrick
350 Harbor Blvd
Belmont, CA 94002

Re: Ocean Fishing Closures

Dear Mr. Budrick:
Subsequent to the August 21, 2008 meeting regarding the rockfish closure at
Trinidad, I have some items that I would like you or your agency to address.
1. What date was the recommendation to close fishing for rockfish submitted to
the Administrative Law Office?
2. How were the time, date and location of the August 21st meeting determined?
3. Subsequent to the 2007 meeting, were any recommendations/concerns
discussed considered or implemented?
4. What are the requirements for a person collecting data at the docks?
5. What training are they given?
6. Are they full time employees of the Department of Fish & Game?
7. Was the 2008 early Rockfish closure based on data collected from the 1500 +
questionnaires/boat reports obtained by the dock data collectors?
8. Does the data include information on the use of safe release equipment by
fishermen?
9. How many questionnaires were obtained/submitted from each port or
district?
10. Has California Department of Fish & Game completed any oversight of the
data collection process?
11. How was it determined that “yellow eye” rockfish were over-fished?
12. What research has been completed to verify the initial assessment data?
13. Has Fish & Game completed any physical assessment/inspections?
14. Do all marine districts have similar assessments?
15. Are any reports submitted by the Game Wardens from their boardings and
catch inspections?

16. Do biologists accompany the Wardens on their patrols?
17. Since the 2008 salmon season was closed, has any research been completed to
verify the data used for closure?
18. Have there been any other fishing closures in California?
Your response will be greatly appreciated.

Best Regards,

Mike Hart

