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May 28, 2008
Mr. Don Hansen
Chair, Pacific Fisheries Management Council
7700 NE Ambassador Place, Ste. 101
Portland, OR 97220-1384
Re: Rodney McInnis May 21, 2008 Letter to the PFMC
Dear Chairman Hansen:
Western Fishboat Owners Association is extremely concerned over the unexpected letter that
Rod McInnis wrote to the PFMC on May 21, 2008. The letter requested that the PFMC address
management of the commercial albacore fishery with “vigor.” Mr. McInnis cites the
establishment of daily bag limits on albacore in the recreational fishery as one reason to pursue
management of albacore.
The letter does state that NOAA Fisheries sees no increase in the albacore effort and has been
stable from 1996. Thus, the haste to act unilaterally based on a presumption that fishing effort is
high internationally in troubling. If fishing effort is the problem internationally, and the U.S.
effort is stable, then why are we in such a rush?
Right now salmon and albacore trollers are hammered by the management regimes, and now
getting further marginalized arbitrarily.
The NMFS position is a double whack; especially since it was WFOA that asked for control
limits on Asian fleets moving to the Eastern Pacific! WFOA and AFRF representatives
discussed all of the problems of this approach with Dr. Bill Fox while he was at the SWFSC, and
have also discussed this with representatives of the SWRO. We thought we had made clear to
NOAA that the potential problem was not with the U.S. albacore fleet but with foreign entry.
We feel this coming from NOAA/NMFS at this time is extremely troubling to the U.S. albacore
industry.
The idea of effort stabilization in the commercial fleet is a valid discussion at some point if
conditions warrant and other nations are acting in the same manner. However, and most
troubling is why NOAA Fisheries suddenly sent this letter to the council with no consultations
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with groups such as ours. WFOA has worked with NOAA/NMFS on many management &
regulatory issues. American Fishermen’s Research Foundation (AFRF), also has a 37-year
history of cooperative research with NOAA/NMFS. Therefore you can understand our shock
when we are blindsided by this type of initiative.
The U.S. west coast albacore industry hopes that the PFMC will advise NOAA Fisheries that the
current management system is adequate to manage the U.S. troll fishery at this time. WFOA
strongly urges the PFMC to reject this request by NOAA Fisheries.

Sincerely,

Wayne Heikkila
Executive Director

cc:

Don McIsaac - PFMC Executive Director
Rod McInnis - NOAA/NMFS
Mark Helvey - NOAA/NMFS
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