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GROUNDFISH MANAGEMENT TEAM REPORT ON
2007-2008 GROUNDFISH FISHERIES—PART II
Based on the Council action taken under Agenda Item H.3, the Groundfish Management Team
(GMT) updated the acceptable biological catch (ABC)/optimum yield (OY) tables (Attachment
1), identified specific items to be considered for 2007-2008 management, and developed a
suggested course of action relative to the development of management measure alternatives.
Preliminary Range of ABCs/OYs
In the updated ABC/OY table, all species with new assessments in 2005 are displayed in bold.
The GMT made the following changes:
1. Table structure: Added columns for alternative ABCs and the Council-preferred ABC
and OY.
2. Pacific whiting: Ranged ABCs and OYs between the current ABC and OY by ± 30%.
3. Chilipepper: Added an OY alternative equal to the ABC.
4. Remaining rockfish north and remaining rockfish south: returned subcomponents for
specific species listed. The GMT notes that these serve to provide reference within the
group OY and do not represent separate OYs.
5. California scorpionfish: added two ABC alternatives which equal each OY alternative.
6. Petrale sole assessment area OYs: Corrected error in OY Alt 1 and added 3rd alternative
to provide alternatives originally intended by the GMT. The tables presented under H.3
showed Alt 1 coupled with a 25% reduction for the base model in the south with the low
spawning biomass model in the north. For Alt 1, correctly aligned the low spawning
biomass model OYs for north and south, and added Alt 2 OY with the base model OY in
north and a 25% reduction from the base model to reflect the greater uncertainty in the
southern assessment. Alt 3 OY is the base model north and south.
7. Petrale sole adjusted area OYs: Adjusted ABCs and OYs with a regional split north and
south of 40°10' N. latitude. Data source for adjustment: Used General Linear Model
(GLM)-adjusted triennial trawl survey data by area averaged over 3 years to calculate the
portion of the southern area ABC and OY to shift to the north.
8. Starry flounder: added ABCs and corrected OYs.
The GMT had a discussion on the two-year process and how to better serve the purpose of the
two-year cycle relative to creating management stability and simplifying management measures
and how they are established. With different OY targets for successive years in the management
cycle, there is a need for two sets of management measures that correspond to the OY targets for
each year. Therefore, for simplicity, the GMT recommends consideration of averaging the OY
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values for 2007 and 2008 and using the same value for each year as annual OYs, with the
understanding that the OYs would be capped at the ABC level should the average OY exceed the
annual ABC.
2007-2008 Management Issues
The GMT has identified the following items to be among those considered for the 2007-2008
management and specifications:
1.

Develop a range of management measures for commercial and recreational fisheries
that, in combination, stay within the range of OYs adopted by the Council earlier this
week.

2.

Develop a range of alternatives for commercial/recreational sharing of overfished
species that are particularly constraining (e.g., canary and yelloweye rockfish).

3.

Identify sectors and species for which to consider sector limits, harvest guidelines,
and harvest targets.

4.

Review gear definitions including chafing gear, midwater gear, and selective flatfish
gear, and recommend revisions as needed.

5.

North of 40o10’N lat., consider requiring that vessels adhere to the more restrictive
trip limits for the entire two-month cumulative period if more than one type of gear is
used during the period (i.e., if selective flatfish trawl gear is used at any time during
the period, then the selective flatfish trawl trip limits will apply for the entire period
for all species).

6.

Review of rockfish conservation areas (RCAs) coastwide and add boundaries as
necessary.

7.

Consider modifying the boundaries of the Cowcod Conservation Areas.

8.

Consider use of hotspots for canary and/or yelloweye rockfish for recreational
fisheries and the potential use of hotspots for commercial fisheries.

9.

Consider mandatory release devices and/or gear modifications in the recreational
fisheries.

10.

Review discard mortality rates for groundfish species in the commercial and
recreational fisheries, and recommend changes if there is supporting research to
change it from status quo.

11.

Consider a trip limit for lingcod with groundfish pot gear.

12.

Consider implementing selective flatfish trawl gear south of 40o10’N latitude.
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The GMT is aware that the Groundfish Advisory Subpanel (GAP) has identified specific
management measure alternatives for commercial and recreational fisheries. However, the GMT
anticipated that a preliminary range of alternatives to address these items, and additional items
identified through the public process, would be developed over the winter and presented at the
April 2006 Council meeting. Therefore, if the Council chooses to approve a portion or all of the
items on the GAP lists for public review, then the GMT recommends that this be identified as a
minimum list, and not the full range of alternatives. The GMT also recommends that the Council
pare down the list, to the extent possible, to exclude items which are likely outside of a
reasonable range of alternatives.
Allocation Alternatives
As mentioned in the GMT report presented in September, the GMT recommends that the
Council provide guidance to the Allocation Committee on the sideboards around the range of
alternatives to be considered, primarily for items 2. and 3. listed above. Regarding item 2.,
which is commercial/recreational sharing alternatives for overfished species including canary
and yelloweye, the GMT suggests the Council consider a range similar to what was considered
for 2005-2006, which is:
60% comm./40% rec. (status quo for canary)
50% comm./50% rec. (status quo for yelloweye)
40% comm./60% rec.
The GMT believes that analyzing all three commercial/recreational sharing alternatives for
canary and yelloweye represents a reasonable range.
With regard to item 3., which is identifying the sectors and species for which to consider sector
limits, harvest guidelines, and harvest targets, the GMT offers the following recommendations:
1.

Consider continuing bycatch limits for the non-tribal whiting fishery for canary and
widow rockfish.

2.

Consider continuing using separate harvest guidelines for recreational fisheries in the
north (WA/OR combined), and the south (CA) for canary and yelloweye rockfish,
and lingcod, with state-specific harvest targets.

3.

Consider continuing separate harvest guidelines by state for recreational fisheries in
the south for black rockfish.

The GMT also recommends that the Council provide the flexibility to the Allocation Committee
to work with the GMT and GAP over the winter to further develop the range of management
measures within the sideboards recommended above.
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GMT Recommendations
1.

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Consider averaging the OY values for 2007 and 2008 and using the same value for
each year as annual OYs with the understanding that the OYs would be capped at the
ABC level should the average OY exceed the annual ABC.
Approve the preliminary range of ABCs and OYs for public review.
Provide guidance (if any) on the list of items the GMT has identified for
consideration for 2007-2008.
Consider the list of management measure alternatives developed by the GAP and pare
down the list, if possible.
Provide sideboards to the Allocation Committee regarding commercial/recreational
sharing for canary and yelloweye rockfish (and other species, as needed).
Include bycatch limits for the non-tribal whiting fishery for canary and widow
rockfish as alternatives for consideration.
Include status quo recreational harvest guidelines and harvest targets for
consideration.
Provide flexibility to the Allocation Committee to work with the GMT and GAP to
further develop the range of management measures within the sideboards identified.
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