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Dear Dr. McIsaac:
Thank you for the July 1 letter regarding the National Marine Sanctuaries Act (NMSA) section
304(a)(5) opportunity to prepare draft sanctuary fishing regulations to implement marine
reserves and marine conservation areas in federal waters of the Channel Islands National Marine
Sanctuary (CINMS or Sanctuary). We appreciate the Pacific Fishery Management Council ’s
(PFMC or Council) input, and your informing us of the Council ’s June 2005 recommended
action on groundfish essential fish habitat (EFH) relative to CINMS, as well as the Monterey
Bay and Cordell Bank National Marine Sanctuaries. This letter addresses the concerns and
issues you raised in your letter.
I. Preparation of Draft Fishing Regulations for CINMS under the National Marine
Sanctuaries Act
Per your statement regarding a change in the NMSA process (e.g., the timing of and need for
draft regulations prior to issuance of a completed draft EIS), please be assured that there have
been no changes to the NMSA section 304(a)(5) and NEPA processes that have been described
and discussed with the Council. NOAA has described this process in letters, informational
materials and several staff presentations to the Council since early 2003 and at nearly every
Council meeting to date. We hope this letter clarifies any outstanding confusion regarding the
NMSA section 304(a)(5) process.
One issue expressed by the Council is its concern that it did not receive a full draft of an analysis
of a draft environmental impact statement prior to taking action on the Sanctuary’s section
304(a)(5) request for the CINMS. We believe that the analysis and information provided are
fully sufficient to support the Council’s deliberations, as described in the next paragraph.
The information provided by the NMSP to the Council on May 25, 2005 included the goals and
objectives for establishing marine reserves and marine conservation areas in the Sanctuary.
These provide the benchmark by which the Council is to prepare NMSA fishing regulations
under section 304(a)(5). Also included in the May 25 letter was an analysis of possible zoning
alternatives and model regulations to assist the Council in responding to the section 304(a)(5)
opportunity. This summary analysis contained information for the purposes of preparing draft
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