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GROUNDFISH MANAGEMENT TEAM (GMT) REPORT ON
FINAL CONSIDERATION OF INSEASON ADJUSTMENTS
The GMT has several inseason adjustments for the Council’s consideration regarding the
commercial fisheries. Based on the Council guidance under agenda item C.1., the GMT has
estimated the potential results of the inseason adjustments that will be considered under this
agenda item (Attachment 1); changes are noted in bold.
PRIMARY ISSUES
Sablefish Tier Limits
There was an error in the calculation of the sablefish tier limits that were published in the Federal
Register. The calculation was made based on the sablefish ABC, rather than the OY, which
resulted in higher tier limits for the primary fishery (see Exhibit C.6.a., Attachment 1, Chapter 2,
p. 34). Specifically:
Incorrect Tier Limits (lbs)
Correct Tier Limits (lbs)
Tier
Calculated Using ABC
Calculated Using OY
1
69,600
64,300
2
31,600
29,200
3
18,100
16,700
Some of these tier limits have already been achieved and sablefish daily trip limit (DTL) catches
are tracking higher (through May) this year than last year (256 mt compared to 241 mt). The
GMT notes that if the sablefish tier limits are not changed, and if the full amount of the tier limits
are achieved, then the estimated catch of sablefish will be 172 mt over the 2004 sablefish OY
(see Attachment 2.). The tier limits through April are tracking slower this year than last year,
and the GMT believes that it is unlikely that all of the sablefish tier limits will be maximized.
However, if the sablefish tier limits are corrected (which will take about two weeks to take
effect), then fishers may maximize their tier limits in anticipation of the reduction. The DTL
sablefish fishery limits were raised in November 2003 to 300 lbs/day; 900 lbs/week; not to
exceed 3600 lbs/2 months (from 300 lbs/day; 800 lbs/week; not to exceed 3200 lbs/2 months).
The GMT has identified the alternative of reducing the DTL limits for both limited entry and
open access back to the pre-November levels. The GMT believes that this action will result in a
total sablefish mortality of 45 mt above the OY of 7,510 mt (0.6% over the OY). Action
alternatives for this fishery include:
1.
2.

Change the sablefish tier limits to the correct amounts based on the OY, and/or
Reduce the DTL limits for limited entry and open access

With regard to not taking any action at this time, the GMT estimates that by the September
Council meeting, over 80% of the DTL (limited entry and open access combined) will have
occurred, as well as the majority of the tier limits. This would likely put us over the sablefish
OY and would require inseason action to constrain other fisheries that harvest sablefish, such as
trawl.
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Although there is a formal allocation of sablefish to the open-access fleet, historically it has proven
difficult to precisely manage the daily-trip-limit (DTL) fisheries in limited entry and open access
independently. Closure of the limited-entry DTL fishery would allow all permitted vessels to use
their endorsed gear to fish under the open-access limits. If the limited-entry fishery remains open,
but the trip limit is reduced, relative to open access, any or all of the higher open-access limit can be
landed by a limited-entry vessel using a non-endorsed gear. In either of these cases, the landings of
limited-entry vessels continue to accrue to the limited-entry fleet. As a result, management has
typically had to manage these fisheries to their combined target tonnage.
Whiting Trawl Fishery
There was a larger than anticipated catch of canary rockfish in the mothership sector of the
whiting fishery in early June. Specifically, one catcher vessel caught an estimated 3.9 mt of
canary off Heceta Bank, bringing the estimated mothership canary catch to 4.0 mt (compared to
the 0.9 mt the GMT has estimated for this sector in the bycatch scorecard). To date, it is
estimated that the mothership, catcher-processor, and tribal whiting fisheries combined have
caught 4.5 mt of canary rockfish (note: the shoreside fishery has begun in northern California,
and starts today off Oregon and Washington).
In order to help ensure that the whiting fisheries stay within an estimated impact of 7.3 mt of
canary rockfish, the GMT supports the Council’s guidance to advocate voluntary area closures
for the whiting fishery, including the area off Heceta Bank as well as areas off northern
Washington that have been identified through the Washington arrowtooth flounder EFP. In
addition, the GMT understands that NMFS will monitor the bycatch in the whiting fishery and
will take emergency action to close all or some of the sectors of the fishery to stay within the 7.3
mt projected bycatch of canary rockfish, if necessary.
Research Catches
The GMT has received an update from the NWFSC that the current catch of canary rockfish in
the NMFS shelf trawl survey is 1.0 mt during the first of five segments off northern Washington
(note: the GMT had anticipated a total of 1.0 mt of canary in all research catches (including SRPs
and LOAs) combined–NMFS Triennial trawl survey, NMFS shelf trawl survey, NMFS slope
survey, IPHC halibut survey, and Canadian whiting survey). At this time, the GMT cannot
predict the total amount of canary rockfish that will be taken in the research surveys, but believes
that 3.0 mt is a reasonable placeholder.
LIMITED ENTRY TRAWL
The GMT recommends the following regulatory corrections and inseason adjustments:
Regulatory Corrections
North of 40°10'
1.
Specify petrale sublimit of 100,000/2 mo. for large footrope and midwater gear as a
sublimit of “All other flatfish,” not as additional fish, for periods 2-5
2.
Remove midwater widow and yellowtail fishery currently scheduled in trip limit table for
period 6
South of 40°10'
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3.

Clarify that there is no small footrope trip limit differential S. of 40°10'; fishers are not
constrained to smaller trip limits for the entire period if small footrope gear is used (this
restriction only applies N. of 40°10')

Inseason Adjustments
Coastwide
4.
As a result of QSM tracking higher than projected for shortspine, sablefish, Dover and
petrale, adjust trip limits downward as specified in Attachment 3.
5.
Allow a lingcod incidental trip limit of 500 lbs/2 mo. seaward of the RCA for large
footrope (N. of 40°10') and for large footrope and midwater gear (S. of 40°10') for the
remainder of the year
North of 40°10'
6.
Allow a widow and minor shelf rockfish incidental trip limit of 300 lbs/2 mo. seaward of
the RCA for large footrope for the remainder of the year
7.
As midwater gear is not used other than in the whiting fishery, and the only incidental
catch allowance for the whiting fishery is for widow and yellowtail rockfish, the GMT
recommends removing references to midwater gear in the trip limit tables, except for the
midwater whiting, widow and yellowtail trip limits (Note: The attached trip limit tables
do not reflect this change).
8.
With regard to having more than one type of gear onboard, vessels that have both large
footrope and midwater trawl gear onboard while trawling seaward of the RCA would be
allowed to access the higher large footrope trip limits (Note: The attached trip limit tables
do not reflect this change).
South of 40°10'
9.
Allow midwater gear seaward of RCA only to provide chilipepper fishery without
impacting bocaccio; trip limits would be same as large footrope limit of 12,000 lbs/2 mo.
for July and August, then 8,000 lbs/2 mo. for September through December. Because
midwater gear is being tied with large footrope, trip limits for canary and minor nearshore
will now be the same as large footrope (which is closed) for the remainder of the year.
10.
Increase trip limit for bocaccio for large footrope and midwater trawl seaward of the RCA
to the same amount as limited entry fixed gear to accommodate incidental catches to 300
lbs/2 mo. for the remainder of the year
LIMITED ENTRY FIXED GEAR
Between 40°10' and 34°27' (Pt. Conception)
11.
Increase trip limit for bocaccio to the same amount as limited entry fixed gear south of Pt.
Conception to accommodate incidental catches to 300 lbs/2 mo. for the remainder of the
year
MANAGEMENT LINES
12.

Adjust the coordinates for the 75-fm RCA boundary to adhere more closely to the depth
contour which will allow access to sandy area for sanddab fishing in the Half Moon Bay
area
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GMT Recommendations
1.
Adopt changes to sablefish fixed gear fisheries; specific options include:
•
Change the sablefish tier limits to the correct amounts based on the OY, and/or
•
Reduce the DTL limits for limited entry and open access
2.
Confirm the inseason adjustment for the whiting fishery as presented under agenda item
C.1.
3.
Adopt commercial fishery regulatory corrections and inseason adjustments for limited
entry trawl, limited entry fixed gear, and the 75-fm management line off California
(Commercial Alternatives 1-12)
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