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October 2,2003
Mr. Don Hansen, Chairman
Pacific Fishery Management Council
7700 N.E. Ambassador Place, Suite 200
Portland, OR 97220- 1384
RE: WDF&W report on proposed changes to the 2004 Pacific Halibut Catch Sharing
Plan.
Dear Mr. Hansen:
We are writing on behalf of the City of Forks, Washington, a municipal
corporation with a population of 3,125 citizens. We are writing to support the proposed
changes to the Pacific Halibut Catch Sharing Plan, that are included in theWDFXrW
report on this subject, that was approved for public comment by the council on
September 11,203.
Our community has been struggling with a declining economy for the past fifteen
years. We have been actively pursuing methods to improve all aspects of local
commerce, including recreational fishing impacts.
As stated in the WDF&W report, 2. Rational: “By moving the opening day to
Majj 15, it would increase the likelihood that the fishery could last through the end of
May.” We feel that this is a very important goal, as a strong Memorial Day weekend
serves as a sound platform for a successful summer tourism season.
Also of importance are the weather trends mentioned in the Rationale. These
better weather trends offer greater opportunity to fish, for a much broader range of boat
sizes, with safer weather conditions.
The City of Forks has sponsored numerous local halibut issue meetings over the
past few years. The current May 1” opening date has been one of the highest concerns at
all of these meetings. Attached is a petition of support for the proposed changes that was
circulated at our most recent meeting on October 1, 2003.

Again we would like to draw your attention to the three main reasons for the May
15’h opening day and how they address goals set out in the Magnuson-Stevens Act.
Those issues are safety, opportunity and economy.
In closing the City of Forks would like to respectfully recommend that the council
adopt the changes to the 2004 Pacific Halibut Catch Sharing Plan as proposed by the
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife. These changes would greatly benefit the
Washington North Coast communities.
We appreciate the opportunity to comment. If you any questions about these
important matters, please contact us at (360) 374-5412 ext 240.

City of Forks

R. Daniel Leinan
Clerk-Treasurer
City of Forks

Cc: US Senator Patty Murray
US Senator Maria Cantwell
US Representative Norm Dicks
Washington State Senator Jim Hargrove
Washington State Representative Lynn Kessler
Washington State Representative Jim Buck
WDF&W Director Jeff Koenings
Fish and Wildlife Commission

October 1,2003

I support all of the proposed changes to the Pacific Halibut Catch Sharing Plan for
area 2A as included in the “Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife report on
proposed changes to the 2004 Pacific Halibut catch sharingplan”.

ADDRESS

SIGNATURE

POST OFFICE BOX 279
LA PUSH, WASHINGTON 96350-0279
TELEPHONE (360) 374-6163
FAX (360) 374-6311

October 13,2003
Mr. Don Hansen, Chairman
Pacific Fisheries Management Council
7700 NE Ambassador Place, Suite 200
Portland, Oregon 97220 - 1364

PFIMC

re: W. D. F. and W. Report on Proposed Changes to the 2004 Pacific Halibut Catch Sharing Plan.
Dear Mr. Hansen,
The Quileute Tribe at LaPush, Washington is writing in support of the letter you have received
from the City of Forks and the Forks Chamber of Commerce in support of the proposed changes
to the Pacific Halibut Catch Sharing Plan that was approved for public comment on September
11. 2003.
Like Forks, our community has been struggling financially for many years. Having the only major
recreational harbor for many miles, recreational fishing is extremely important to us as well.
We enthusiastically support moving the opening-day to May 15th with the likelihood that the
fishery could last through the end of May and serve as an added incentive for a strong Memorial
Day weekend.
Ours is a small boat harbor. It serves the needs of the recreational fleet quite well.
Unfortunately, the weather in the early part of May frequently does not share our sympathies with
the small boat fishermen. In our considered opinion, the three controlling goals in the MagnusonStevens Act being safety, opportunity and economy are all furthered by this date change. We
respectfully endorse it.
We also appreciate the opportunity to comment on an interest of strong economic concern to our
tribe. Should you have any further questions, please don’t hesitate to contact us.
Most Sincerely,

cc:

City of Forks,
Forks Chamber Of Commerce.

