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Synopsis of Testimony
Of the 4 people testifying, generally:
·
·

2 represented the recreational fishery.
2 represented the commercial fishery.

Commercial Comments
One speaker remarked about the proposed management cycle, commercial permits, and drift gillnet
closures. He suggested the Council refrain from HMS management decisions during the July-September
period, as this is the peak of the West Coast-based albacore fishery. Relative to commercial fishing
permits, he suggested permits be issued to a person or entity, because if limited entry is developed it will
be necessary to tie catch history to an individual, which reduces problems in identifying who can claim past
participation during the qualifying period. Also relative to permits, he questioned whether Canadian
albacore fishers in U.S. waters should be required to hold U.S. HMS permits. He contended that if U.S.
HMS fishers are required to hold permits, Canadian fishers in U.S. waters should also be required to hold
permits. Relative to the proposed drift gillnet closed area, he asked for clarification as to the bounds of the
closed area. He concluded by complimenting the Council process.
The second speaker was a drift gillnet fisherman who commented on the proposed management action
that would close waters north of 45° N latitude to drift gillnet gear. He is one of a small number of fishermen
who fish with drift gillnet gear in this area. He opposes the proposed closure, noting the area from 36° N
latitude to 45° N latitude is already closed to drift gillnet gear. His fishery takes less than 100,000 pounds
of swordfish and thresher shark per year and the shark resource is apparently healthy. He encouraged
the use of bycatch avoidance devices rather than a closed area.
Recreational Comments
A charter boat operator noted his preference for logbooks rather than observers. However, he would
support both observers and logbooks if all operators were affected equally.
The second recreational representative noted strong interest in the FMP by recreational anglers in Oregon
and Washington. He expressed interest in including a harvest guideline for bluefin tuna.
Number of Written Statements Submitted at the Hearing = 1
PFMC
02/26/02

