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HMS FISHERY MANAGEMENT PLAN PUBLIC HEARING SUMMARY
Date:

January 28, 2002

Hearing Officer:

Mr. Bob Alverson

Location:

Olympia, WA

Other Council Members: Mr. Phil Anderson

Natural Resources Building
1111 Washington Street NE, Rm. 172
Olympia, WA 98501
Attendance:

9

HMSPDT:

Ms. Michele Robinson

Testifying:

3

Council Staff:

Mr. Dan Waldeck
Mr. Kit Dahl

Organizations Represented:
· Washington Trollers Association
· Westport Charterboat Association
· Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission
· US Coast Guard
· Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife
· National Marine Fisheries Service-Northwest Regional Office
Synopsis of Testimony
Of the 3 people testifying, generally:
·
·

1 represented the recreational fishery
2 represented the commercial fishery

Commercial Comments
The first commentor was not in favor of limited entry for the albacore troll fishery. He noted that salmon
trollers, at times, depend on access to albacore fishery. He also asked about how expensive licenses
would be if licenses would be required even if a fisher did not participate in the albacore fishery and where
the license fee would go.
The hearing panel responded that National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) would administer permits,
and they would determine license fees. The intent would be for permit fees to be determined by
administrative costs.
The second speaker remarked about the proposed management cycle, commercial permits, and drift
gillnet closures. He suggested the Council refrain from HMS management decisions during the
July-September period, as this is the peak of the West Coast-based albacore fishery. Relative to
commercial fishing permits, he suggested permits be issued to a person or entity, because if limited entry
is developed, it will be necessary to tie catch history to an individual which reduces problems in identifying
who can claim past participation during the qualifying period. Also relative to permits, he questioned
whether Canadian albacore fishers in U.S. waters should be required to hold U.S. HMS permits. He
contended that if U.S. HMS fishers are required to hold permits, Canadian fishers in U.S. waters should
also be required to hold permits. Relative to the proposed drift gillnet closed area, he asked for
clarification as to the bounds of the closed area. He concluded by complimenting the Council process.
Recreational Comments
This representative from the charterboat sector noted a desire to be accounted for in HMS management,
1

especially the albacore fishery. He is opposed to the small mesh drift gillnet fishery targeting albacore
and the use of pelagic longlines with the U.S. exclusive economic zone (EEZ). He does not support
federal permits for individual recreational anglers, but would support federal licenses and logbooks for the
charterboat sector.
Number of Written Statements Submitted at the Hearing = 2
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