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Agenda Item H.1.c 
Supplemental Public Hearing Report 1 

April 2010 
 
 

SALMON MANAGEMENT OPTION HEARING SUMMARY 
 

Date: March 29, 2010 Hearing Officer: Mr. Mark Cedergreen 

Location: Chateau Westport 
Westport, WA 

Other Council 
Members: 

Mr. Phil Anderson  
Mr. Dale Myer 

  NMFS: Dr. Peter Dygert 

Attendance: 21 Coast Guard: LCDR Brian Chambers, 
LT Derek Fine, and ENS 
Joe Miller 

Testifying:  Salmon Team 
Member: 

Mr. Doug Milward 

  Council Staff: Ms. Jennifer Gilden 

Organizations Represented:  
 
City of Westport 
Washington Trollers Association 
Westport Charterboat Association  
Willapa Bay Gillnetters 

 
Synopsis of Testimony 

 
Of the 8 people testifying: 
 

 4 commented primarily on the commercial troll fishery. 
 1 commented on the commercial gillnet fishery. 
 2 commented primarily on the recreational (charterboat) fishery 
 1 commented primarily on community impacts to Westport. 

 
 

Special Opening Remarks 
 
Mr. Doug Milward reviewed options for the commercial and sport salmon seasons. 
 
Commercial Troll Comments 
  

 End fin-clipping of salmon due to increased mortality (see attached comments). 
 Washington Trollers’ Association supports Option 1 with some changes: 

o Since coho are a limiting factor, instead of using the two-thirds in the spring/one-
third in the summer harvest ratio, consider a 75%/25% spring/summer break. 
Need to slow down coho catch rate to maximize Chinook in the summertime. 
Accept inseason adjustments to keep coho landings low enough to maximize 
Chinook until August 15. 
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o For halibut, prefer one for free and one for every two Chinook. Have not been 
able to harvest halibut for the last two years because there’s been no Chinook. 

o Appreciate the good line of communication with Doug Milward; “helps us 
maximize our season” instead of having a stop-and-go season. 

 Would like to fish about Ledbetter Point and call in to deliver fish in Ilwaco. There is a 
precedent for this type of arrangement in Oregon. Also, Washington boats with Oregon 
licenses should be able to sell in Ilwaco rather than having to sell in Oregon.  

 Concerned about the numbers used in salmon management. Would like to see hatch 
boxes brought back and placed in streams. Concerned about effects of fin-clipping. Need 
to use GSI to identify where fish are coming from and where they’re going.  

 
Recreational Comments 

 
 A 15% exploitation rate on coho is a small number to divide up among so many areas and 

fisheries. 
 Charter operators are cautiously optimistic about public acceptance of Chinook selective 

fishing and having a high encounter rate on fin-clipped fish. 
 Support Option 1 with modifications (see attachment for more details): 

o Selective Chinook-only season opening June 12 should run through Thursday July 
1 rather than Wednesday, June 30 

o During all-species portion of the season, liberalize bag limit or the days per week, 
in-season. Start with one king and one coho, or two coho, and the five-day per 
week scenario, and then liberalize if and when it becomes clear that there 
wouldn’t be a closure prior to Labor Day. 

 If early fishery catches more than guideline, would prefer not to have an interruption 
before the next fishery begins. 
 

Other Comments 
 
 Willapa Bay gillnetters would like to have a 3,000-Chinook summer (July and August) 

fishery in Willapa Bay. Gillnetters have lost their market share since they haven’t had 
this fishery in many years. 

 The City of Westport supports both the recreational fishermen’s recommendations to 
extend the season and the commercial fishermen’s desire to maximize the catch on the 
most abundant fish. Encourage the Council to be flexible and creative in meeting both of 
those. 

Written Statements (Attached) 
 

 Steve Westrick, Paul Alexander 
 

PFMC 
04/01/10 
 
 
 






















