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 Agenda Item F.2 
 Situation Summary 
 March 2010 
 
 

INCIDENTAL CATCH REGULATIONS IN THE SALMON TROLL 
AND FIXED GEAR SABLEFISH FISHERIES 

 
Regulations governing incidental harvest of halibut in the salmon troll fishery and commercial 
sablefish fishery north of Point Chehalis require the Council to adopt recommended halibut 
landing restrictions to allow incidental harvest while assuring quotas are not exceeded. 
 
Salmon Troll Fishery 
 
The halibut regulations allocate 15 percent of the non-Indian commercial halibut allocation in 
Area 2A to the salmon troll fishery as an incidental catch.  Regulations (beginning in 2001) 
direct that the primary management objective is to harvest the incidental quota in the May/June 
salmon troll fishery with a secondary objective to harvest any remaining quota during July 
through September.  The Council has successfully used landing ratios and a total trip limit to 
assure a manageable progression of the fishery in past years.  A summary of management 
information for the incidental halibut fishery since the initial season in 1995 is provided in 
Agenda Item F.2.a, Attachment 1. 
 
Commercial Sablefish Fishery North of Point Chehalis 
 
The total Area 2A halibut quota is too low (less than 900,000 pounds) to provide for an 
incidental halibut harvest in the commercial sablefish fishery north of Point Chehalis.  This 
incidental fishery is allocated that portion of the Washington sport allocation in excess of 
214,110 pounds, provided a minimum of 10,000 pounds is available, up to a maximum of 70,000 
pounds.  In 2010 the total Area 2A halibut quota is only 810,000 pounds.  A summary of 
management information for the incidental halibut fishery since the initial season in 2001 is 
provided in Agenda Item F.2.a, Attachment 1. 
 
Council Action: 
 
1. Adopt for public review a range of landing restrictions for halibut caught incidentally 

in the non-Indian commercial troll season that comports with the troll salmon 
management options, and assures a reasonable utilization of the incidental catch while 
not exceeding the quota. 

 
Reference Materials: 
 
1. Agenda Item F.2.a, Attachment 1:  Summary of Pacific Halibut Incidental Catch 

Management. 
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Agenda Order: 
 
a. Agenda Item Overview Chuck Tracy 
b. Reports and Comments of Management Entities and Advisory Bodies 
c. Public Comment 
d. Council Action:  Adopt Public Review Options for 2010 
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