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® UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

K National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
%o j NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE

ergs of !
North tR
R E C E | V E D TSE))O ;:::Poi:lg\ﬁa?/ N.E., Bldg. 1
Seattle, WA 98115
AUG 1 9 2009

PFMC AUG 1 4 2009

Mr. Donald K. Hansen

Chairman

Pacific Fishery Management Council
7700 NE Ambassador Place, Suite 101
Portland, Oregon 97220-1384

Dear Mr. Hansen:

To enhance the coordination of Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) in the United States, the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and the Department of the Interior—in
collaboration with federal, state, territorial/tribal agencies; the MPA Federal Advisory
Committee; and the public—have been working to establish a national system of MPAs. This
national system is a key requirement of Executive Order 13158, and is described in the
Framework for the National System of Marine Protected Areas of the United States of America
(www.mpa.gov).

The national system will provide regional coordination to help address local and regional MPA
priorities through federal ocean management initiatives, raise awareness of MPAs and the ocean
resources they conserve, and support targeted regional science and stewardship initiatives,

[ would like to invite the Pacific Fishery Management Council to participate in this initiative by
working with NMFS to nominate eligible sites. The attached list of potential sites has been
provided by the National Marine Protected Areas Center to facilitate your response. In addition,
Dr. Charles Wahle from the Center is scheduled to brief the Council and take questions during
your September meeting. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Frank
Lockhart at frank.lockhart(@noaa.gov.

Sincerely,

Barry Thom
Acting Regional Administrator
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