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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This document presents and analyzes the issues and impacts of the eighth
amendment to the "EIS and FMP for Commercial and Recreational Salmon Fisheries
0ff the Coasts of Washington, Oregon, and California Commencing in 1978." It
is the second amendment developed since the FMP was converted into a framework
plan in 1984. The two issues presented in this amendment are (1) incorpora-
tion of habitat considerations in the FMP and (2) temporary adjustments for
access to the fishery for vessels denied harvest opportunity by unsafe weather
or ocean conditions. As proposed by the Council, this amendment does not
require any change in federal regulations.

Issue 1 - Habitat

Development of an eighth awmendment to the 1978 FMP began in 1985 with the
initiation of work on a habitat section. This action responded to the habitat
conservation policy implemented by NMFS in 1983 and now is responsive to the
1986 amendment to the MFCMA which strengthens the Council's role in habitat
matters. Because the present FMP section dealing with habitat does not meet
the requirements of the MFCMA amendment, status quo is not an option for this
jssue.

This issue concerns the need for information in the FMP regarding the
significance of habitat and the impacts of habitat changes on the salmon
resource and fishery. The proposed action incorporates a more detailed
treatment of habitat concerns and objectives in the FMP, including the present
Council policy and a "Habitat Appendix."”

The impact of the additional information and documentation proposed in this
issue should help to provide more effective and timely guidance in the
protection and enhancement of salmon habitat for stocks under Counci)
Jurisdiction. It should reduce the duplication of effort and expense by
developers and management agencies in assembling and disseminating habitat
information and should help focus Council and agency actions with respect to
habitat management activities. No federal regulatory changes are required by
this amendment issue,

Issue 2 - Temporary Adjustments for Access to the Fishery for Vessels
Denied Harvest Upportunity by Unsafe Weather or Ocean Conditions

A 1986 MFCMA amendment requires, among other things, that any FMP amendment
occurring after January 1, 1987

consider, and may provide for, temporary adjustments,
after consultation with the U.S. Coast Guard and persons
utilizing the fishery, regarding access to the fishery
for vessels otherwise prevented from harvesting because
of weather or other ocean conditions affecting the safety
of vessels" {Public Law 49-659, §303(al{6]).

This issue is being considered to conform with that MFCMA mandate.

Two options were formally considered for this issue. The Council recommends
implementation of Option 1 which, without any regulatory changes, allows for



consideration of adjustments for vessel access precluded by unsafe weather or
ocean conditions. This option meets the reqguirements of the MFCMA amendment
and is the least cost alternative,



INTRODUCTION

This document presents and analyzes the issues and impacts of the eighth
amendment to the "EIS and FMP for Commercial and Recreational Salmon Fisheries
0ff the Coasts of Washington, Oregon, and California Commencing in 1978." The
description of issues which follows incorporates most of the necessary
elements and requirements of an EA. Appendix A contains or references the
information required for a structurally complete EA. Appendix B contains a
review of the amendment's consistency with federal ard state coastal zone
management programs and Appendix C provides a review of other applicable
Taw, As proposed by the Council, this amendment requires no federal
regulatory changes and no RIR/IRFA has been prepared for it.

This is the second amendment developed since the FMP was converted into a
framework plan in 1984. The two issues presented here are (1) incorporation
of habitat considerations in the FMP and {2) temporary adjustments for access
to the fishery for vessels denied harvest opportunity by unsafe weather or
ocean conditions.



