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June 3, 2015 

 
Dorothy Lowman, Chair 

Pacific Fishery Management Council 

1100 NE Ambassador Place, Suite 101 

Portland, OR 97220 
 

Re: Agenda Item C.1. Council Letter on Aquaculture Impacts  

Dear Chair Lowman and Council Members, 

On behalf of Audubon California, Earthjustice, Oceana, and the Redwood Region Audubon 
Society, we are writing in strong support of the Council’s draft letter to Mr. Jack Crider of the 

Humboldt Bay Harbor, Recreation and Conservation District, regarding the proposed Humboldt 

Bay Harbor District Mariculture Pre-Permitting Project and the proposed Coast Seafoods 

Expansion Project. We applaud the leadership of the Habitat Committee in reviewing these 

separate yet related proposed projects on behalf of the Council, and we urge the Council to 

approve the letter. 

 
The combined proposed expansion is massive, consisting primarily of culch-on-longline oyster 

mariculture would include approximately 1150 acres of intertidal habitat, including at least 925 

acres of eelgrass (Zostera marina) designated as Essential Fish Habitat under the Fishery 

Management Plan for the Pacific Coast Groundfish Fishery (Figure 2 in letters attached).  Regulations 

implementing essential fish habitat (EFH) designations for this fishery include Humboldt Bay as a 

Habitat Area of Particular Concern (HAPC) for Estuaries and for Sea Grass. The California 

Department of Fish and Wildlife has identified the project area as core spawning habitat for Pacific 

herring, an Ecosystem Component Species in the Coastal Pelagic Species Fishery Management Plan. 

Humboldt Bay is the third most important spawning site for Pacific herring in the state, by spawning 

biomass. Finally, Humboldt Bay is within EFH for Coastal Pelagic Species. 

 
We appreciate the attention of the Habitat Committee on this important issue and look forward to full 

Council review of the serious adverse impacts that these proposed projects would have on Essential Fish 

Habitat and Pacific herring spawning habitat.  This letter from the Council is timely in light of the fact 

that a DEIR is being prepared for the proposed Coast Expansion Project, and an FEIR is being 

prepared for the Harbor District Pre-Permitting Project. For your consideration, we have attached our 

comment letters on the proposed expansion projects. 

 

Sincerely, 

http://www.pcouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/C1c_PubCom_APR2015BB.pdf


 

 
 
 
 

Anna Weinstein 

Seabird and Marine Program Director 

Audubon California 

Andrea Treece 

Staff Attorney 

Earthjustice 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Geoffrey G. Shester, Ph.D. 

California Program Director 

Oceana 

Hal M. Genger 
President 

Redwood Region Audubon Society 




