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authorized officer of the United States,
a representative of the Commission, or
a designated fish processor by VHF
radio or in person.

(9) Before unloading any halibut
caught in Area 4C and 4D, a vessel
operator may obtain the clearance
required under paragraph (1) only in St.
Paul, St. George, Dutch Harbor, or
Akutan, Alaska, either in person or by
contacting an authorized officer of the
United States, a representative of the
Commission, or a designated fish
processor. The clearances obtained in
St. Paul or St. George, Alaska, can be
obtained by VHF radio and allowing the
person contacted to confirm visually the
identity of the vessel.

(10) Any vessel operator who
complies with the requirements in
section 18 for possessing halibut on
board a vessel that was caught in more
than one regulatory area in Area 4 is
exempt from the clearance requirements
of paragraph (1) of this section,
provided that:

(a) The operator of the vessel obtains
a vessel clearance prior to fishing in
Area 4 in either Dutch Harbor, Akutan,
St. Paul, St. George, Adak, or Nazan Bay
on Atka Island by contacting an
authorized officer of the United States,
a representative of the Commission, or
a designated fish processor. The
clearance obtained in St. Paul, St.
George, Adak, or Nazan Bay on Atka
Island can be obtained by VHF radio
and allowing the person contacted to
confirm visually the identity of the
vessel. This clearance will list the Areas
in which the vessel will fish; and

(b) Before unloading any halibut from
Area 4, the vessel operator obtains a
vessel clearance from Dutch Harbor,
Akutan, St. Paul, St. George, Adak, or
Nazan Bay on Atka Island by contacting
an authorized officer of the United
States, a representative of the
Commission, or a designated fish
processor. The clearance obtained in St.
Paul or St. George can be obtained by
VHF radio and allowing the person
contacted to confirm visually the
identity of the vessel. The clearance
obtained in Adak or Nazan Bay on Atka
Island can be obtained by VHF radio.

(11) Vessel clearances shall be
obtained between 0600 and 1800 hours,
local time.

(12) No halibut shall be on board the
vessel at the time of the clearances
required prior to fishing in Area 4.

(13) Any vessel that is used to fish for
halibut only in Area 4A and lands its
total annual halibut catch at a port
within Area 4A is exempt from the
clearance requirements of paragraph (1).

(14) Any vessel that is used to fish for
halibut only in Area 4B and lands its

total annual halibut catch at a port
within Area 4B is exempt from the
clearance requirements of paragraph (1).

(15) Any vessel that is used to fish for
halibut only in Areas 4C or 4D or 4E and
lands its total annual halibut catch at a
port within Areas 4G, 4D, 4E, or the
closed area defined in section 10, is
exempt from the clearance requirements
of paragraph (1).

(16) Any vessel that carries a
transmitting VMS transmitter while
fishing for halibut in Area 4A, 4B, 4C,
or 4D and until all halibut caught in any
of these areas is landed is exempt from
the clearance requirements of paragraph
(1) of this section, provided that:

(a) The operator of the vessel
complies with NMFS’ vessel monitoring
system regulations published at 50 CFR
sections 679.28(f)(3), (4) and (5); and

(b) The operator of the vessel notifies
NOAA Fisheries Office for Law
Enforcement at 800—-304—4846 (select
option 1 to speak to an Enforcement
Data Clerk) between the hours of 0600
and 0000 (midnight) local time within
72 hours before fishing for halibut in
Area 4A, 4B, 4C, or 4D and receives a
VMS confirmation number.

16. Logs

(1) The operator of any U.S. vessel
fishing for halibut that has an overall
length of 26 feet (7.9 meters) or greater
shall maintain an accurate log of halibut
fishing operations in the Groundfish/
IFQ Daily Fishing Longline and Pot Gear
Logbook provided by NMFS, or Alaska
hook-and-line logbook provided by
Petersburg Vessel Owners Association
or Alaska Longline Fisherman’s
Association, or the Alaska Department
of Fish and Game (ADF&G) longline-pot
logbook, or the logbook provided by
IPHC.

(2) The logbook referred to in
paragraph (1) must include the
following information:

(a) The name of the vessel and the
state (ADF&G, WDFW, Oregon
Department of Fish and Wildlife, or
California Department of Fish and
Game) vessel number;

(b) The date(s) upon which the fishing
gear is set or retrieved;

(c) The latitude and longitude or loran
coordinates or a direction and distance
from a point of land for each set or day;

(d) The number of skates deployed or
retrieved, and number of skates lost; and

(e) The total weight or number of
halibut retained for each set or day.

(3) The logbook referred to in
paragraph (1) shall be:

(a) Maintained on board the vessel;

(b) Updated not later than 24 hours
after midnight local time for each day

fished and prior to the offloading or sale
of halibut taken during that fishing trip;

(c) Retained for a period of 2 years by
the owner or operator of the vessel;

(d) Open to inspection by an
authorized officer or any authorized
representative of the Commission upon
demand; and

(e) Kept on board the vessel when
engaged in halibut fishing, during
transits to port of landing, and until the
offloading of all halibut is completed.

(4) The log referred to in paragraph (1)
does not apply to the incidental halibut
fishery during the salmon troll season in
Area 2A defined in paragraph (4) of
section 8.

(5) The operator of any Canadian
vessel fishing for halibut shall maintain
an accurate log recorded in the British
Columbia Integrated Groundfish Fishing
Log provided by DFO.

(6) The logbook referred to in
paragraph (5) must include the
following information:

(a) The name of the vessel and the
DFO vessel number;

(b) The date(s) upon which the fishing
gear is set or retrieved;

(c) The latitude and longitude or loran
coordinates or a direction and distance
from a point of land for each set or day;

(d) The number of skates deployed or
retrieved, and number of skates lost; and

(e) The total weight or number of
halibut retained for each set or day.

(7) The logbook referred to in
paragraph (5) shall be:

(a) Maintained on board the vessel;

(b) Retained for a period of two years
by the owner or operator of the vessel;

(c) Open to inspection by an
authorized officer or any authorized
representative of the Commission upon
demand;

(d) Kept on board the vessel when
engaged in halibut fishing, during
transits to port of landing, and until the
offloading of all halibut is completed;

(e) Mailed to the DFO (white copy)
within seven days of offloading; and

(f) Mailed to the Commission (yellow
copy) within seven days of the final
offload if not collected by a Commission
employee.

(8) No person shall make a false entry
in a log referred to in this section.

17. Receipt and Possession of Halibut

(1) No person shall receive halibut
from a United States vessel that does not
have on board the license required by
section 4.

(2) No person shall possess on board
a vessel a halibut other than whole or
with gills and entrails removed. Except
that this paragraph shall not prohibit the
possession on board a vessel:

(a) Halibut cheeks cut from halibut
caught by persons authorized to process
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the halibut on board in accordance with
NMEFS regulations published at 50 CFR
part 679;

(b) Fillets from halibut that have been
offloaded in accordance with section 17
may be possessed on board the
harvesting vessel in the port of landing
up to 1800 hours local time on the
calendar day following the offload 3; and

(c) Halibut with their heads removed
in accordance with section 13.

(3) No person shall offload halibut
from a vessel unless the gills and
entrails have been removed prior to
offloading. ©

(4) It shall be the responsibility of a
vessel operator who lands halibut to
continuously and completely offload at
a single offload site all halibut on board
the vessel.

(5) A registered buyer (as that term is
defined in regulations promulgated by
NMFS and codified at 50 CFR part 679)
who receives halibut harvested in IFQ
and CDQ fisheries in Areas 2C, 3A, 3B,
4A, 4B, 4G, 4D, and 4E, directly from
the vessel operator that harvested such
halibut must weigh all the halibut
received and record the following
information on Federal catch reports:
date of offload; name of vessel; vessel
number; scale weight obtained at the
time of offloading, including the weight
(in pounds) of halibut purchased by the
registered buyer, the weight (in pounds)
of halibut offloaded in excess of the IFQ
or CDQ, the weight of halibut (in
pounds) retained for personal use or for
future sale, and the weight (in pounds)
of halibut discarded as unfit for human
consumption.

(6) The first recipient, commercial
fish processor, or buyer in the United
States who purchases or receives halibut
directly from the vessel operator that
harvested such halibut must weigh and
record all halibut received and record
the following information on state fish
tickets: the date of offload, vessel
number, total weight obtained at the
time of offload including the weight (in
pounds) of halibut purchased, the
weight (in pounds) of halibut offloaded
in excess of the IFQ, CDQ, or fishing
period limits, the weight of halibut (in
pounds) retained for personal use or for
future sale, and the weight (in pounds)
of halibut discarded as unfit for human
consumption.

(7) The individual completing the
state fish tickets for the Area 2A
fisheries as referred to in paragraph (6)
must additionally record whether the

5DFO has more restrictive regulations therefore
section 17(2)b does not apply to fish caught in Area
2B or landed in British Columbia.

6 DFO did not adopt this regulation therefore
section 17 paragraph 3 does not apply to fish caught
in Area 2B.

halibut weight is of head-on or head-off
fish.

(8) For halibut landings made in
Alaska, the requirements as listed in
paragraph (5) and (6) can be met by
recording the information in the
Interagency Electronic Reporting
Systems, eLandings.

(9) The master or operator of a
Canadian vessel that was engaged in
halibut fishing must weigh and record
all halibut on board said vessel at the
time offloading commences and record
on Provincial fish tickets or Federal
catch reports the date, locality, name of
vessel, the name(s) of the person(s) from
whom the halibut was purchased; and
the scale weight obtained at the time of
offloading of all halibut on board the
vessel including the pounds purchased;
pounds in excess of IVQs; pounds
retained for personal use; and pounds
discarded as unfit for human
consumption.

(10) No person shall make a false
entry on a State or Provincial fish ticket
or a Federal catch or landing report
referred to in paragraphs (5), (6), and (9)
of section 17.

(11) A copy of the fish tickets or catch
reports referred to in paragraphs (5), (6),
and (9) shall be:

(a) Retained by the person making
them for a period of three years from the
date the fish tickets or catch reports are
made; and

(b) Open to inspection by an
authorized officer or any authorized
representative of the Commission.

(12) No person shall possess any
halibut taken or retained in
contravention of these Regulations.

(13) When halibut are landed to other
than a commercial fish processor the
records required by paragraph (6) shall
be maintained by the operator of the
vessel from which that halibut was
caught, in compliance with paragraph
(9).
(14) It shall be unlawful to enter a
IPHC license number on a State fish
ticket for any vessel other than the
vessel actually used in catching the
halibut reported thereon.

18. Fishing Multiple Regulatory Areas

(1) Except as provided in this section,
no person shall possess at the same time
on board a vessel halibut caught in more
than one regulatory area.

(2) Halibut caught in more than one
of the Regulatory Areas 2C, 3A, or 3B
may be possessed on board a vessel at
the same time providing the operator of
the vessel:

(a) Has a NMFS-certified observer on
board when required by NMFS

regulations 7 published at 50 CFR
679.7(f)(4); and

(b) Can identify the regulatory area in
which each halibut on board was caught
by separating halibut from different
areas in the hold, tagging halibut, or by
other means.

(3) Halibut caught in more than one
of the Regulatory Areas 4A, 4B, 4C, or
4D may be possessed on board a vessel
at the same time providing the operator
of the vessel:

(a) Has a NMFS-certified observer on
board the vessel when halibut caught in
different regulatory areas are on board;
and

(b) Can identify the regulatory area in
which each halibut on board was caught
by separating halibut from different
areas in the hold, tagging halibut, or by
other means.

(4) Halibut caught in Regulatory Areas
4A, 4B, 4C, and 4D may be possessed on
board a vessel when in compliance with
paragraph (3) and if halibut from Area
4 are on board the vessel, the vessel can
have halibut caught in Regulatory Areas
2GC, 3A, and 3B on board if in
compliance with paragraph (2).

19. Fishing Gear

(1) No person shall fish for halibut
using any gear other than hook and line
gear.

(2) No person shall possess halibut
taken with any gear other than hook and
line gear.

(3) No person shall possess halibut
while on board a vessel carrying any
trawl nets or fishing pots capable of
catching halibut, except that in Areas
2C, 3A, 3B, 4A, 4B, 4C, 4D, or 4E,
halibut heads, skin, entrails, bones or
fins for use as bait may be possessed on
board a vessel carrying pots capable of
catching halibut, provided that a receipt
documenting purchase or transfer of
these halibut parts is on board the
vessel.

(4) All setline or skate marker buoys
carried on board or used by any United
States vessel used for halibut fishing
shall be marked with one of the
following:

(a) The vessel’s state license number;
or

(b) The vessel’s registration number.

(5) The markings specified in
paragraph (4) shall be in characters at
least 4 inches (10.2 cm) in height and V-
inch (.3 cm) in width in a contrasting
color visible above the water and shall
be maintained in legible condition.

7 Without an observer, a vessel cannot have on
board more halibut than the IFQ for the area that
is being fished even if some of the catch occurred
earlier in a different area.



Federal Register/Vol. 71, No. 42/Friday, March 3, 2006 /Rules and Regulations

10863

the rule, and shall designate such
publications as “‘small entity
compliance guides.” The agency shall
explain the actions a small entity is
required to take to comply with a rule
or group of rules. As part of halibut
management in Area 2A, NMFS
maintains a toll-free telephone hotline
where members of the public may call
in to receive current information on
seasons and requirements to participate
in the halibut fisheries in Area 2A. This
hotline also serves as small entity
compliance guide. Copies of this final
rule are available from the NMFS
Northwest Regional Office upon request
(See ADDRESSES). To hear the small
entity compliance guide associated with
this final rule, call the NMFS hotline at
800-662-9825.

Pursuant to Executive Order 13175,
the Secretary recognizes the sovereign
status and co-manager role of Indian
tribes over shared Federal and tribal
fishery resources. At section 305(b)(5),
the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act
establishes a seat on the Pacific Council
for a representative of an Indian tribe
with federally recognized fishing rights
from California, Oregon, Washington, or
Idaho. The U.S. Government formally
recognizes that the 12 Washington
Tribes have treaty rights to fish for
Pacific halibut. In general terms, the
quantification of those rights is 50
percent of the harvestable surplus of
Pacific halibut available in the tribes’
usual and accustomed fishing areas
(described at 50 CFR 300.64). Each of
the treaty tribes has the discretion to
administer their fisheries and to
establish their own policies to achieve
program objectives. Accordingly, tribal
allocations and regulations, including
the proposed changes to the CSP, have
been developed in consultation with the
affected tribe(s) and, insofar as possible,
with tribal consensus.

List of Subjects in 50 CFR Part 300

Fisheries, Fishing, Reporting and
recordkeeping requirements, Treaties.
Dated: February 28, 2006.
James W. Balsiger,
Acting Deputy Assistant Administrator for
Regulatory Programs, National Marine
Fisheries Service.
m For the reasons set out in the
preamble, 50 CFR part 300 is amended
as follows:

PART 300—INTERNATIONAL
FISHERIES REGULATIONS

m 1. The authority citation for part 300
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 773 et seq.

m 2.In § 300.63, paragraph (b)(3) is
revised, and paragraphs (c) through (g)
are added to read as follows:

§300.63 Catch sharing plan and domestic
management measures in Area 2A.

(b) * % %

(3) A portion of the Area 2A
Washington recreational TAC is
allocated as incidental catch in the
primary directed longline sablefish
fishery north of 46°53.30” N. lat, (Pt.
Chehalis, Washington), which is
regulated under 50 CFR 660.372. This
fishing opportunity is only available in
years in which the Area 2A TAC is
greater than 900,000 1b (408.2 mt,)
provided that a minimum of 10,000 lb
(4.5 mt) is available above a Washington
recreational TAC of 214,100 1b (97.1
mt). Each year that this harvest is
available, the landing restrictions
necessary to keep this fishery within its
allocation will be recommended by the
Pacific Fishery Management Council at
its spring meetings, and will be
published in the Federal Register.
These restrictions will be designed to
ensure the halibut harvest is incidental
to the sablefish harvest and will be
based on the amounts of halibut and
sablefish available to this fishery, and
other pertinent factors. The restrictions
may include catch or landing ratios,
landing limits, or other means to control
the rate of halibut landings.

(i) In years when this incidental
harvest of halibut in the directed
sablefish fishery north of 46°53.30" N.
lat. is allowed, it is allowed only for
vessels using longline gear that are
registered to groundfish limited entry
permits with sablefish endorsements
and that possess the appropriate
incidental halibut harvest license issued
by the Commission.

(ii) It is unlawful for any person to
possess, land or purchase halibut south
of 46°53.30” N. lat. that were taken and
retained as incidental catch authorized
by this section in the directed longline
sablefish fishery.

* * * * *

(c) Flexible Inseason Management
Provisions for Sport Halibut Fisheries in
Area 2A.

(1) The Regional Administrator,
NMFS Northwest Region, after
consultation with the Chairman of the
Pacific Fishery Management Council,
the Commission Executive Director, and
the Fisheries Director(s) of the affected
state(s), or their designees, is authorized
to modify regulations during the season
after making the following
determinations:

(i) The action is necessary to allow
allocation objectives to be met.

(ii) The action will not result in
exceeding the catch limit for the area.

(iii) If any of the sport fishery
subareas north of Cape Falcon, Oregon
are not projected to utilize their
respective quotas by September 30,
NMFS may take inseason action to
transfer any projected unused quota to
another Washington sport subarea.

(iv) If any of the sport fishery subareas
south of Leadbetter Point, Washington,
are not projected to utilize their
respective quotas by their season ending
dates, NMFS may take inseason action
to transfer any projected unused quota
to another Oregon sport subarea.

(2) Flexible inseason management
provisions include, but are not limited
to, the following:

(i) Modification of sport fishing
periods;

(ii) Modification of sport fishing bag
limits;

(iii) Modification of sport fishing size
limits;

(iv) Modification of sport fishing days
per calendar week; and

(v) Modification of subarea quotas
north of Cape Falcon, Oregon.

(3) Notice procedures. (i) Actions
taken under this section will be
published in the Federal Register.

(ii) Actual notice of inseason
management actions will be provided by
a telephone hotline administered by the
Northwest Region, NMFS, at 206—-526—
6667 or 800-662—9825 (May through
October) and by U.S. Coast Guard
broadcasts. These broadcasts are
announced on Channel 16 VHF-FM and
2182 kHz at frequent intervals. The
announcements designate the channel
or frequency over which the notice to
mariners will be immediately broadcast.
Since provisions of these regulations
may be altered by inseason actions,
sport fishers should monitor either the
telephone hotline or U.S. Coast Guard
broadcasts for current information for
the area in which they are fishing.

(4) Effective dates. (i) Any action
issued under this section is effective on
the date specified in the publication or
at the time that the action is filed for
public inspection with the Office of the
Federal Register, whichever is later.

(ii) If time allows, NMFS will invite
public comment prior to the effective
date of any inseason action filed with
the Federal Register. If the Regional
Administrator determines, for good
cause, that an inseason action must be
filed without affording a prior
opportunity for public comment, public
comments will be received for a period
of 15 days after publication of the action
in the Federal Register.

(iii) Any inseason action issued under
this section will remain in effect until
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the stated expiration date or until
rescinded, modified, or superseded.
However, no inseason action has any
effect beyond the end of the calendar
year in which it is issued.

(5) Availability of data. The Regional
Administrator will compile, in aggregate
form, all data and other information
relevant to the action being taken and
will make them available for public
review during normal office hours at the
Northwest Regional Office, NMFS,
Sustainable Fisheries Division, 7600
Sand Point Way NE, Seattle,
Washington.

(d) Fishery Election in Area 2A. (1) A
vessel that fishes in Area 2A may
participate in only one of the following
three fisheries in Area 2A:

(i) The sport fishery under Section 24
of the annual domestic management
measures and IPHC regulations;

(ii) The commercial directed fishery
for halibut during the fishing period(s)
established in section 8 of the annual
domestic management measures and
IPHC regulations and/or the incidental
retention of halibut during the primary
sablefish fishery described at 50 CFR
660.372; or

(iii) The incidental catch fishery
during the salmon troll fishery as
authorized in section 8 of the annual
domestic management measures and
IPHC regulations.

(2) No person shall fish for halibut in
the sport fishery in Area 2A under
section 24 of the annual domestic
management measures and IPHC
regulations from a vessel that has been
used during the same calendar year for
commercial halibut fishing in Area 2A
or that has been issued a permit for the
same calendar year for the commercial
halibut fishery in Area 2A.

(3) No person shall fish for halibut in
the directed commercial halibut fishery
during the fishing periods established in
section 8 of the annual domestic
management measures and IPHC
regulations and/or retain halibut
incidentally taken in the primary
sablefish fishery in Area 2A from a
vessel that has been used during the
same calendar year for the incidental
catch fishery during the salmon troll
fishery as authorized in Section 8 of the
annual domestic management measures
and IPHC regulations.

(4) No person shall fish for halibut in
the directed commercial halibut fishery
and/or retain halibut incidentally taken
in the primary sablefish fishery in Area
2A from a vessel that, during the same
calendar year, has been used in the
sport halibut fishery in Area 2A or that
is licensed for the sport charter halibut
fishery in Area 2A.

(5) No person shall retain halibut in
the salmon troll fishery in Area 2A as
authorized under section 8 of the annual
domestic management measures and
IPHG regulations taken on a vessel that,
during the same calendar year, has been
used in the sport halibut fishery in Area
2A, or that is licensed for the sport
charter halibut fishery in Area 2A.

(6) No person shall retain halibut in
the salmon troll fishery in Area 2A as
authorized under section 8 of the annual
domestic management measures and
IPHC regulations taken on a vessel that,
during the same calendar year, has been
used in the directed commercial halibut
fishery during the fishing periods
established in Section 8 of the annual
domestic management measures and
IPHC regulations and/or retained
halibut incidentally taken in the
primary sablefish fishery for Area 2A or
that is licensed to participate in these
commercial fisheries during the fishing
periods established in Section 8 of the
annual domestic management measures
and IPHC regulations in Area 2A.

(e) Area 2A Non-Treaty Commercial
Fishery Closed Areas. Non-treaty
commercial vessels operating in the
directed commercial fishery for halibut
in Area 2A are required to fish outside
of a closed area, known as the Rockfish
Conservation Area (RCA), that extends
along the coast from the U.S./Canada
border south to 40°10” N. lat. Between
the U.S./Canada border and 46°16” N.
lat., the eastern boundary of the RCA is
the shoreline. Between 46°16’ N. lat. and
40°10’ N. lat., the RCA is defined along
an eastern boundary approximating the
30-fm (55-m) depth contour.
Coordinates for the 30-fm (55-m)
boundary are listed at § 300.63 (f).
Between the U.S./Canada border and
40°10’ N. lat., the RCA is defined along
a western boundary approximating the
100-fm (183-m) depth contour.
Coordinates for the 100-fm (183-m)
boundary are listed at § 300.63 (g).

(f) The 30-fm (55-m) depth contour
between 46°16” N. lat. and 40°10" N. lat.
is defined by straight lines connecting
all of the following points in the order
stated:

(1) 46°16.00" N. lat., 124°13.05" W.
long.;

(2) 46°07.00" N. lat., 124°07.01" W.
long.;

(3) 45°55.95" N. lat., 124°02.23" W.
long.;

(4) 45°54.53" N. lat., 124°02.57" W.
long.;

(5) 45°50.65" N. lat., 124°01.62" W.
long.;

(6) 45°48.20" N. lat., 124°02.16" W.
long.;

(7) 45°46.00" N. lat., 124°01.86" W.
long.;

(8) 45°43.47’ N. lat., 124°01.28" W.

long.;

(9) 45°40.48” N. lat., 124°01.03" W.

long.;

(10) 45°39.04" N.
long.;

(11) 45°35.48" N.
long.;

(12) 45°29.81" N.
long.;

(13) 45°27.96” N.
long.;

(14) 45°27.22’ N.
long.;

(15) 45°24.20’ N.
long.;

(16) 45°20.60" N.
long.;

(17) 45°20.25" N.
long.;

(18) 45°16.44” N.
long.;

(19) 45°13.63" N.
long.;

(20) 45°11.04’ N.
long.;

(21) 45°08.55” N.
long.;

(22) 45°02.82" N.
long.;

(23) 45°03.38" N.
long.;

(24) 44°58.06’ N.
long.;

(25) 44°53.97’ N.
long.;

(26) 44°48.89" N.
long.;

(27) 44°46.94" N.
long.;

(28) 44°42.72’ N.
long.;

(29) 44°38.16” N.
long.;

(30) 44°33.38" N.
long.;

(31) 44°28.51" N.
long.;

(32) 44°27.65’ N.
long.;

(33) 44°19.67’ N.
long.;

(34) 44°10.79" N.
long.;

(35) 44°09.22" N.
long.;

(36) 44°08.30’ N.
long.;

(37) 44°00.22’ N.
long.;

(38) 43°51.56" N.
long.;

(39) 43°44.26" N.
long.;

(40) 43°33.82’ N.
long.;

(41) 43°28.66" N.
long.;

(42) 43°23.12" N.
long.;

lat., 124°01.68" W.
lat., 124°01.89" W.
lat., 124°02.45" W.
lat., 124°01.89" W.
lat., 124°02.67" W.
lat., 124°02.94’ W.
lat., 124°01.74" W.
lat., 124°01.85" W.
lat., 124°03.22" W.
lat., 124°02.70" W.
lat., 124°03.59’ W.
lat., 124°03.47" W.
lat., 124°04.64" W.
lat., 124°04.79’ W.
lat., 124°05.03" W.
lat., 124°06.92" W.
lat., 124°07.04" W.
lat., 124°08.25" W.
lat., 124°08.98" W.
lat., 124°11.48’ W.
lat., 124°11.54’ W.
lat., 124°12.03" W.
lat., 124°12.56" W.
lat., 124°12.37’ W.
lat., 124°12.22" W,
lat., 124°12.28" W.
lat., 124°12.30" W.
lat., 124°12.80" W.
lat., 124°13.17" W.
lat., 124°14.50" W.
lat., 124°16.28" W.
lat., 124°18.72" W.

lat., 124°24.04’ W.
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(43) 43°20.83" N.
long.;

(44) 43°20.49’ N.
long.;

(45) 43°16.41’ N.
long.;

(46) 43°14.23" N.
long.;

(47) 43°14.03" N.
long.;

(48) 43°11.92’ N.
long.;

(49) 43°11.02’ N.
long.;

(50) 43°10.13’ N.
long.;

(51) 43°09.27’ N.
long.;

(52) 43°07.73" N.
long.;

(53) 43°05.93" N.
long.;

(54) 43°01.59" N.
long.;

(55) 42°59.73’ N.
long.;

(56) 42°53.75" N.
long.;

(57) 42°50.00” N.
long.;

(58) 42°49.37’ N.
long.;

(59) 42°46.42’ N.
long.;

(60) 42°46.07" N.
long.;

(61) 42°45.29" N.
long.;

(62) 42°45.61" N.
long.;

(63) 42°44.28’ N.
long.;

(64) 42°42.75’ N.
long.;

(65) 42°40.50” N.
long.;

(66) 42°40.04" N.
long.;

(67) 42°38.09’ N.
long.;

(68) 42°36.72" N.
long.;

(69) 42°36.56" N.
long.;

(70) 42°35.76" N.
long.;

(71) 42°34.03’ N.
long.;

(72) 42°34.19’ N.
long.;

(73) 42°31.27’ N.
long.;

(74) 42°27.07’ N.
long.;

(75) 42°24.21’ N.
long.;

(76) 42°20.47’ N.
long.;

(77) 42°14.60" N.
long.;

lat., 124°25.67" W.
lat., 124°25.90" W.
lat., 124°27.52" W.
lat., 124°29.28" W.
lat., 124°28.31" W.
lat., 124°28.26" W.
lat., 124°29.11" W.
lat., 124°29.15" W.
lat., 124°31.03" W.
lat., 124°30.92" W.
lat., 124°29.64" W.
lat., 124°30.64" W.
lat., 124°31.16" W.
lat., 124°36.09" W.
lat., 124°38.39" W.
lat., 124°38.81" W.
lat., 124°37.69’ W.
lat., 124°38.56" W.
lat., 124°37.95" W.
lat., 124°36.87" W.
lat., 124°33.64" W.
lat., 124°31.84" W.
lat., 124°29.67" W.
lat., 124°29.19’ W.
lat., 124°28.39’ W.
lat., 124°27.54’ W.
lat., 124°28.40" W.
lat., 124°28.79’ W.
lat., 124°29.98’ W.
lat., 124°30.58" W.
lat., 124°32.24" W,
lat., 124°32.53’ W.
lat., 124°31.23’ W.
lat., 124°28.87" W.

lat., 124°26.80" W.

(78) 42°13.67’ N.
long.;

(79) 42°10.90” N.
long.;

(80) 42°07.04" N.
long.;

(81) 42°02.16" N.
long.;

(82) 42°00.00" N.
long.;

(83) 41°55.75" N.
long.;

(84) 41°50.93" N.
long.;

(85) 41°42.53" N.
long.;

(86) 41°37.20” N.
long.;

(87) 41°24.58’ N.
long.;

(88) 41°20.73’ N.
long.;

(89) 41°17.59" N.
long.;

(90) 41°04.54" N.
long.;

(91) 40°54.26” N.
long.;

(92) 40°40.31” N.
long.;

(93) 40°34.00" N.
long.;

(94) 40°30.00" N.
long.;

(95) 40°28.89’ N.
long.;

(96) 40°24.77" N.
long.;

(97) 40°22.47’ N.
long.;

(98) 40°19.73" N.
long.;

(99) 40°18.64’ N.
long.;

(100) 40°17.67" N. lat., 124°23.07" W.

long.;

(101) 40°15.58’ N. lat., 124°23.61’ W.

long.;

(102) 40°13.42" N. lat., 124°22.94" W.

long.; and

(103) 40°10.00’ N. lat., 124°16.65" W.

long.

(g) The 100-fm (183-m) depth contour

lat., 124°26.25" W.
lat., 124°24.57” W.
lat., 124°23.35" W.
lat., 124°22.59’ W.
lat., 124°21.81" W.
lat., 124°20.72" W.
lat., 124°23.76" W.
lat., 124°16.47" W.
lat., 124°17.05" W.
lat., 124°10.51" W.
lat., 124°11.73" W.
lat., 124°10.66" W.
lat., 124°14.47’ W.
lat., 124°13.90" W.
lat., 124°26.24" W.
lat., 124°27.39’ W.
lat., 124°31.32" W.
lat., 124°32.43" W.
lat., 124°29.51" W.
lat., 124°24.12" W.
lat., 124°23.59' W.

lat., 124°21.89" W.

between the U.S./Canada border and

40°10" N. lat. is defined by straight lines
connecting all of the following points in

the order stated:

(1) 48°15.00’ N. lat., 125°41.00° W.

long.;

(2) 48°14.00" N. lat., 125°36.00" W.

long.;

(3) 48°09.50’ N. lat., 125°40.50" W.

long.;

(4) 48°08.00" N. lat., 125°38.00" W.

long.;

(5) 48°05.00’ N. lat., 125°37.25" W.

long.;

(6) 48°02.60" N. lat., 125°34.70" W.

long.;

(7) 47°59.00” N. lat., 125°34.00" W.

long.;

(8) 47°57.26’ N. lat., 125°29.82" W.

long.;

(9) 47°59.87’ N. lat., 125°25.81" W.

long.;

(10) 48°01.80" N.
long.;

(11) 48°02.08" N.
long.;

(12) 48°02.97’ N.
long.;

(13) 48°04.47’ N.
long.;

(14) 48°06.11’ N.
long.;

(15) 48°07.95’ N.
long.;

(16) 48°09.00" N.
long.;

(17) 48°11.31" N.
long.;

(18) 48°14.60" N.
long.;

(19) 48°16.67’ N.
long.;

(20) 48°18.73" N.
long.;

(21) 48°19.67’ N.
long.;

(22) 48°19.70 N.
long.;

(23) 48°22.95’ N.
long.;

(24) 48°21.61’ N.
long.;

(25) 48°23.00" N.
long.;

(26) 48°17.00" N.
long.;

(27) 48°06.00° N.
long.;

(28) 48°04.62" N.
long.;

(29) 48°04.84" N.
long.;

(30) 48°06.41" N.
long.;

(31) 48°06.00’ N.
long.;

(32) 48°07.08" N.
long.;

(33) 48°07.28" N.
long.;

(34) 48°03.45" N.
long.;

(35) 47°59.50’ N.
long.;

(36) 47°58.68" N.
long;

(37) 47°56.62" N.
long.;

(38) 47°53.71" N.
long.;

(39) 47°51.70’ N.
long.;

(40) 47°49.95" N.
long;

(41) 47°49.00" N.
long.;

lat., 125°24.53" W,
lat., 125°22.98" W.
lat., 125°22.89" W.
lat., 125°21.75" W.
lat., 125°19.33’ W.
lat., 125°18.55" W.
lat., 125°18.00" W.
lat., 125°17.55" W.
lat., 125°13.46" W.
lat., 125°14.34’ W.
lat., 125°14.41" W.
lat., 125°13.70" W.
lat., 125°11.13’ W.
lat., 125°10.79° W.
lat., 125°02.54" W.
lat., 124°49.34° W.
lat., 124°56.50" W.
lat., 125°00.00" W.
lat., 125°01.73" W.
lat., 125°04.03" W.
lat., 125°06.51" W.
lat., 125°08.00" W.
lat., 125°09.34" W.
lat., 125°11.14° W.
lat., 125°16.66" W.
lat., 125°18.88" W.
lat., 125°16.19" W.
lat., 125°13.50" W.
lat., 125°11.96" W.
lat., 125°09.38”" W.
lat., 125°06.07’ W.

lat., 125°03.00" W.
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(42) 47°46.95’ N.
long.;

(43) 47°46.58’ N.
long.;

(44) 47°44.07’ N.
long.;

(45) 47°43.32" N.
long.;

(46) 47°40.95" N.
long.;

(47) 47°39.58" N.
long.;

(48) 47°36.23" N.
long.;

(49) 47°34.28’ N.
long.;

(50) 47°32.17’ N.
long.;

(51) 47°30.27’ N.
long.;

(52) 47°30.60" N.
long.;

(53) 47°29.26” N.
long.;

(54) 47°28.21’ N.
long.;

(55) 47°27.38" N.
long.;

(56) 47°25.61" N.
long.;

(57) 47°23.54" N.
long.;

(58) 47°20.64’ N.
long.;

(59) 47°17.99" N.
long.;

(60) 47°18.20" N.
long.;

(61) 47°15.01” N.
long.;

(62) 47°12.61’ N.
long.;

(63) 47°08.22" N.
long.;

(64) 47°08.50” N.
long.;

(65) 47°01.92" N.
long.;

(66) 47°01.14’ N.
long.;

(67) 46°58.48" N.
long.;

(68) 46°56.79" N.
long.;

(69) 46°58.01" N.
long.;

(70) 46°55.07’ N.
long.;

(71) 46°59.60" N.
long.;

(72) 46°58.72" N.
long.;

(73) 46°54.45" N.
long.;

(74) 46°53.99’ N.
long.;

(75) 46°54.38" N.
long.;

(76) 46°52.38" N.
long.;

lat., 125°04.00" W.
lat., 125°03.15" W.
lat., 125°04.28" W.
lat., 125°04.41" W.
lat., 125°04.14" W.
lat., 125°04.97" W.
lat., 125°02.77" W.
lat., 124°58.66" W.
lat., 124°57.77" W.
lat., 124°56.16" W.
lat., 124°54.80" W.
lat., 124°52.21" W.
lat., 124°50.65" W.
lat., 124°49.34’ W,
lat., 124°48.26" W.
lat., 124°46.42" W.
lat., 124°45.91" W.
lat., 124°45.59’ W,
lat., 124°49.12" W.
lat., 124°51.09’ W.
lat., 124°54.89’ W.
lat., 124°56.53" W,
lat., 124°57.74’ W.
lat., 124°54.95" W.
lat., 124°59.35" W.
lat., 124°57.81" W.
lat., 124°56.03" W.
lat., 124°55.09" W.
lat., 124°54.14’ W.
lat., 124°49.79’ W,
lat., 124°48.78’ W.
lat., 124°48.36" W.
lat., 124°49.95" W.
lat., 124°52.73’ W,

lat., 124°52.02" W.

(77) 46°48.93’ N.
long.;

(78) 46°41.50’ N.
long.;

(79) 46°34.50” N.
long.;

(80) 46°29.00” N.
long.;

(81) 46°20.00” N.
long.;

(82) 46°18.00" N.
long.;

(83) 46°17.52" N.
long.;

(84) 46°17.00’ N.
long.;

(85) 46°16.00” N.
long.;

(86) 46°13.52" N.
long.;

(87) 46°12.17’ N.
long.;

(88) 46°10.63" N.
long.;

(89) 46°09.29’ N.
long.;

(90) 46°02.40" N.
long.;

(91) 45°56.45" N.
long.;

(92) 45°51.92" N.
long.;

(93) 45°47.19’ N.
long.;

(94) 45°46.41’ N.
long.;

(95) 45°46.00” N.
long.;

(96) 45°41.75" N.
long.;

(97) 45°36.96’ N.
long.;

(98) 45°31.84" N.
long.;

(99) 45°27.10” N.
long.;

(100) 45°20.25” N. lat., 124°18.54" W.

long.;

(101) 45°18.14" N. lat., 124°17.59" W.

long.;

(102) 45°11.08’ N. lat., 124°16.97" W.

long.;

(103) 45°04.38" N. lat., 124°18.36" W.

long.;

(104) 45°03.83" N. lat., 124°18.60" W.

long.;

(105) 44°58.05’ N. lat., 124°21.58’ W.

long.;

(106) 44°47.67’ N. lat., 124°31.41’ W.

long.;

(107) 44°44.55" N. lat., 124°33.58" W.

long.;

(108) 44°39.88’ N. lat., 124°35.01" W.

long.;

(109) 44°32.90’ N. lat., 124°36.81" W.

long.;

(110) 44°30.33" N. lat., 124°38.56" W.

long.;

(111) 44°30.04’ N. lat., 124°42.31" W.

long.;

lat., 124°49.17" W.
lat., 124°43.00" W.
lat., 124°28.50" W.
lat., 124°30.00" W.
lat., 124°36.50" W.
lat., 124°38.00" W.
lat., 124°35.35" W.
lat., 124°22.50" W.
lat., 124°20.62" W.
lat., 124°25.49’ W.
lat., 124°30.75" W.
lat., 124°37.95" W.
lat., 124°39.01" W.
lat., 124°40.37" W.
lat., 124°38.00" W.
lat., 124°38.49’ W.
lat., 124°35.58" W.
lat., 124°32.36" W.
lat., 124°32.10" W.
lat., 124°28.12" W.
lat., 124°24.48" W.
lat., 124°22.04’ W.

lat., 124°21.74’ W.

(112) 44°26.84" N.
long.;

(113) 44°17.99’ N.
long.;

(114) 44°13.68’ N.
long.;

(115) 44°08.30" N.
long.;

(116) 43°56.67" N.
long.;

(117) 43°56.47° N.
long.;

(118) 43°42.73’ N.
long.;

(119) 43°30.93’ N.
long.;

(120) 43°20.83’ N.
long.;

(121) 43°17.45" N.
long.;

(122) 43°07.04" N.
long.;

(123) 43°03.45" N.
long.;

(124) 43°03.90’ N.
long.;

(125) 42°55.70’ N.
long.;

(126) 42°54.12" N.
long.;

(127) 42°50.00" N.
long.;

(128) 42°44.00’ N.
long.;

(129) 42°40.50’ N.
long.;

(130) 42°38.23" N.
long.;

(131) 42°33.03" N.
long.;

(132) 42°31.89’ N.
long.;

(133) 42°30.09" N.
long.;

(134) 42°28.28" N.
long.;

(135) 42°25.22" N.
long.;

(136) 42°19.23’ N.
long.;

(137) 42°16.29’ N.
long.;

(138) 42°13.67" N.
long.;

(139) 42°05.66" N.
long.;

(140) 42°00.00’ N.
long.;

(141) 41°47.04° N.
long.;

(142) 41°32.92" N.
long.;

(143) 41°24.17’ N.
long.;

(144) 41°10.12’ N.
long.;

(145) 40°51.41’ N.
long;

(146) 40°43.71" N.
long.;

lat., 124°44.91" W.
lat., 124°51.03" W.
lat., 124°56.38" W.
lat., 124°55.99’ W.
lat., 124°55.45" W.
lat., 124°34.61" W.
lat., 124°32.41" W,
lat., 124°34.43’ W.
lat., 124°39.39’ W.
lat., 124°41.16" W.
lat., 124°41.25" W.
lat., 124°44.36" W.
lat., 124°50.81" W.
lat., 124°52.79" W,
lat., 124°47.36" W.
lat., 124°45.33’ W.
lat., 124°42.38’ W.
lat., 124°41.71’ W.
lat., 124°41.25" W.
lat., 124°42.38’ W.
lat., 124°42.04’ W.
lat., 124°42.67’ W.
lat., 124°47.08" W.
lat., 124°43.51" W.
lat., 124°37.92" W.
lat., 124°36.11" W.
lat., 124°35.81° W.
lat., 124°34.92" W.
lat., 124°35.27" W.
lat., 124°27.64’ W.
lat., 124°28.79’ W.
lat., 124°28.46" W.
lat., 124°20.50" W.
lat., 124°24.38’ W,

lat., 124°29.89’ W.
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(147) 40°40.14" N. lat., 124°30.90" W.
long.;

(148) 40°37.35’ N. lat., 124°29.05" W.
long.;

(149) 40°34.76” N. lat., 124°29.82" W.
long.;

(150) 40°36.78” N. lat., 124°37.06" W.
long.;

(151) 40°32.44" N. lat., 124°39.58” W.
long.;

(152) 40°30.00” N. lat., 124°38.13" W.
long.;

(153) 40°24.82" N. lat., 124°35.12" W.
long.;

(154) 40°23.30” N. lat., 124°31.60" W.
long.;

(155) 40°23.52" N. lat., 124°28.78" W.
long.;

(156) 40°22.43" N. lat., 124°25.00" W.
long.;

(157) 40°21.72" N. lat., 124°24.94" W.
long.;

(158) 40°21.87" N. lat., 124°27.96" W.
long.;

(159) 40°21.40" N. lat., 124°28.74” W.
long.;

(160) 40°19.68" N. lat., 124°28.49" W.
long.;

(161) 40°17.73" N. lat., 124°25.43’ W.
long.;

(162) 40°18.37’ N. lat., 124°23.35" W.
long.;

(163) 40°15.75” N. lat., 124°26.05" W.
long.;

(164) 40°16.75" N. lat., 124°33.71" W.
long.;

(165) 40°16.29” N. lat., 124°34.36" W.
long.; and

(166) 40°10.00” N. lat., 124°21.12" W.
long.

[FR Doc. 06—2064 Filed 3—2—-06; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P
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Fisheries of the Northeastern United
States; Atlantic Herring Fishery; 2006
Specifications

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Final rule; 2006 Atlantic herring
specifications.

SUMMARY: NMFS announces final
specifications for the 2006 fishing year
for the Atlantic herring fishery. The

intent of this final rule is to promote the
development and conservation of the
herring resource.

DATES: Effective April 3, 2006, through
December 31, 2006.

ADDRESSES: Copies of supporting
documents, including the
Environmental Assessment, Regulatory
Impact Review, Initial Regulatory
Flexibility Analysis (EA/RIR/IRFA), and
Essential Fish Habitat Assessment are
available from Paul J. Howard,
Executive Director, New England
Fishery Management Council, 50 Water
Street, Mill 2, Newburyport, MA 01950.
The specifications document is also
accessible via the Internet at http://
www.nero.noaa.gov. The Final
Regulatory Flexibility Analysis
(FRFA)consists of the IRFA, public
comments and responses contained in
this final rule, and the summary of
impacts and alternatives contained in
this final rule. Copies of the small entity
compliance guide are available from
Patricia A. Kurkul, Regional
Administrator, Northeast Region,
National Marine Fisheries Service, One
Blackburn Drive, Gloucester, MA 01930
2298.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Eric
Jay Dolin, Fishery Policy Analyst, 978—
281-9259, e-mail at
eric.dolin@noaa.gov, fax at 978-281—
9135.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

Proposed 2006 specifications were
published on December 15, 2005 (70 FR
74285), with public comment accepted
through January 17, 2006. These final
specifications are unchanged from those
that were proposed. A complete
discussion of the development of the
specifications appears in the preamble
to the proposed rule and is not repeated
here.

2006 Final Initial Specifications

The following specifications are
established by this action: Allowable
biological catch (ABC), optimum yield
(OY), domestic annual harvest (DAH),
domestic annual processing (DAP), total
foreign processing (JVPt), joint venture
processing (JVP), internal waters
processing (IWP), U.S. at-sea processing
(USAP), border transfer (BT), total
allowable level of foreign fishing
(TALFF), and total allowable catch
(TAQ) for each management area and
subarea.

SPECIFICATIONS AND AREA TACS FOR
THE 2006 ATLANTIC HERRING FISHERY

Specification Allocation (mt)

ABC 220,000.

(0)4 150,000.

DAH 150,000.

DAP 146,000.

JVPt 0.

JVP 0.

IWP 0.

USAP 20,000 (Areas 2 and 3
only).

BT 4,000.

TALFF 0.

Reserve 0.

TAC - Area 1A 60,000 (January 1—May
31, landings cannot
exceed 6,000).

TAC - Area 1B 10,000.

TAC - Area 2 30,000 (No Reserve).

TAC - Area 3 50,000.

Comments and Responses

There were four comments received.
Commenters included Garden State
Seafood Association, Atlantic Pelagic
Seafood, one fisherman, and one other
individual.

Comment 1: One commenter
supported setting OY at 180,000 mt, and
TALFF at zero, as recommended last
year by the New England Fishery
Management Council (Council).

Response: Based on past performance
of the fishery, NMFS finds that the
recommendation to set DAH at 150,000
mt is appropriate. TALFF is that portion
of the OY of a fishery that will not be
harvested by vessels of the United
States, thus, TALFF is set at zero.

Comment 2: One commenter stated
that USAP should be set at zero, as the
Council recommended last year.

Response: Setting USAP at zero
would inappropriately favor one
segment of the U.S. processing sector
over another, without any justifiable
reasons. Landings from Areas 2 and 3
(where USAP is being authorized, as in
previous years) have been considerably
lower than the allocated TACs for each
of the past several years. USAP could
provide an additional outlet for U.S.
harvesters, particularly those who
operate vessels that do not have
refrigerated seawater systems (RSW) to
maintain catch quality for delivery to
onshore processors. Such vessels could
offload product to USAP vessels near
the fishing areas, increasing the benefits
to the U.S. industry. Given the
significant gap between the DAH and
recent landings in this fishery, the
allocation of 20,000 mt for USAP should
not restrict either the operation or the
expansion of the shoreside processing
facilities.
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