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Agenda Item B.1.b 
Supplemental HC Report 

September 2009 
 
 

HABITAT COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
Queets and Western Strait of Juan de Fuca Coho Overfishing Report  
 
The Habitat Committee (HC) discussed the status of the Queets and Western Strait of Juan de Fuca coho 
overfishing report.   The Salmon Technical Team (STT) is meeting this week and trying to determine if 
the overfishing problem is related to fisheries, management data, or productivity. If the problem is 
productivity, further analysis will be conducted to determine if the productivity problems are marine or 
freshwater based. If the STT determines that freshwater production is indeed an issue, the HC, working 
with the relevant state and tribal entities, will develop a review of freshwater habitat issues that may be 
contributing to reduced productivity and with recommendations to address those habitat issues. The HC 
made plans to respond to the coming STT request, and is prepared to assist in coordinating the collection 
of habitat information for the overfishing review.  The HC will report further on this matter in November.    
 
Salmon Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) Five-Year Review 
 
The HC received a briefing from Bryant Chesney, National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) Southwest 
Region, on the work plan for the salmon EFH five-year review.  The current designations of EFH for 
Pacific Coast salmon were approved by NMFS in September 2000 and are in need of review. 
 
In collaboration with the Northwest Region, Southwest Region, Northwest Fisheries Science Center and 
Southwest Fisheries Science Center, the Pacific Council received a $100,000 grant for a joint proposal to 
support the five-year review of Pacific salmon EFH. The funds will be used to conduct a comprehensive 
assessment of Pacific Coast salmon EFH, focusing on information that has become available since the 
initial designation in 2000.  Project funding will be administered by the Pacific Council conducting the 
assessment.  Funding will be used to support special scientific, stakeholder, or public meetings, outreach, 
supplies and printing, travel and Council contract work and/or staffing necessary to develop, analyze, 
draft, and review the pertinent salmon EFH information. 
 
An oversight panel has been established to provide assistance and direction to accomplish this task.  The 
panel is chaired by the Northwest Region and will be responsible for planning, coordinating assignments 
within their respective organizations, providing sideboards for contract work, and reviewing preliminary 
draft documents and products.  
 
Further review, including final stakeholder and public involvement, will occur through the normal 
Council review process, which will include all Council advisory bodies, in particular the Habitat 
Committee and Scientific and Statistical Committee.  Under the grant to the Council, the contractor 
and/or Council staff will review and synthesize information on: 

 
• the distribution and abundance of Pacific Coast salmonids to further refine existing spatial 

datasets,  
• the impassible man-made barriers in each basin, review existing barrier designation criteria and 

recommend changes if necessary 
• existing and emerging threats to the EFH of Pacific Coast salmon.   
• potential conservation measures to address those threats  
• specific habitat types or locations important to the life history of Pacific Coast salmon that can be 

used to designate Habitat Areas of Particular Concern.   
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This information will be used to draft a report for the Council for subsequent review by the public through 
the Council process. It will provide the basis for the Pacific Coast salmon EFH five-year review and will 
be presented to the Pacific Council in summer 2010. The Council will review the document for submittal 
to NMFS and consider whether a Fishery Management Plan Amendment process is warranted. 
 
The Habitat Committee can assist this process in the following ways: 
  

• Help the Oversight Panel to determine the project scope and scale. 
• Facilitate communication between the contractor and our respective agencies to identify new 

data and identify agency concerns.  
• Provide input to update the list of threats to salmon EFH. 

 
The HC believes it would be efficient if a framework were developed during the current EFH review 
process to facilitate the integration of new data and information for subsequent EFH reviews. Such a 
framework would facilitate coordination between management agencies.  

 
California State Board of Forestry Action 
 
The HC received a report from Dick Butler of NMFS regarding the California Board of Forestry and 
ongoing discussions of state forestry practices relative to the impacts on listed coastal California coho 
Evolutionarily Significant Units. 
 
For the last 10 years, NMFS representatives have been working with Bureau of Forestry (BOF) to 
develop forest practice rules that address listed coho incidental take issues.  NMFS has been urging the 
BOF to develop either no-take rules (similar to those under the northwest forest plan) or move forward on 
the development of an ESA Section 10(a)(1)(B) statewide permit (HCP) that authorizes incidental take of 
listed salmonids. 
 
NMFS is concerned about California forest practices for many reasons, including the fact that NMFS has 
found them not to provide for the protection and conservation of salmon and steelhead and their 
freshwater habitats (Agenda Item B.1.b, Attachment 1). 
 
NMFS has repeatedly stressed the need for BOF rules that are adequately protective of salmon and 
steelhead. In NMFS’ opinion, the BOF has not appropriately addressed this issue. Therefore, there is a 
risk that NMFS may be forced to take ESA enforcement actions against forest operators and the State of 
California. This could be avoided if the BOF could create adequate rules and/or engage in a habitat 
conservation planning process that would adequately protect these fish.   
 
The HC recommends that the Council direct the HC to draft a letter for consideration and approval at the 
November meeting addressed to the Governor of California that: 
 

• encourages continued BOF discussions that result in state forest management practices that fully 
address the needs of listed salmon and steelhead ESUs, and  

• highlights the need for quick action to avert ESA take enforcement by initiating a request to 
consult with NMFS on California forest practices. 

 
NMFS Marine Fisheries Habitat Assessment Improvement Plan  
 
The HC received a presentation by HC member Waldo Wakefield (NMFS) on the current status 
of the NMFS Marine Fisheries Habitat Assessment Improvement Plan (HAIP).  Recently, the 
HAIP working group incorporated comments from an internal review by the NMFS Offices of 
Science and Technology and Habitat Conservation.  In mid-August, NMFS Science and 
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Technology sent the draft plan out for review to all NMFS science centers, NMFS regional 
offices, fisheries management councils, and state marine fisheries commissions.  The HAIP 
working group will be meeting in mid-October to present the current status of the plan to the 
NMFS Science Board and incorporate comments from the major round of reviews.  Currently, 
the HAIP report will be published by end of November or early December. 
 
A National Habitat Assessment Workshop is being planned for May 2010 and will coincide with 
the National Stock Assessment Workshop.  Objectives of the workshop are, in part, to strengthen 
and focus the NMFS national habitat science community, and to establish approaches for 
implementing recommendations from the HAIP Plan.  A significant portion of the National 
Habitat Assessment Workshop will be devoted to defining ways to improve scientific support for 
managers. 
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