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5.5.1 Inseason Adjustments to ABCs

Under the biennial specifications and management measures process, stock assessments for most species
will become available every other year, prior to the November Council meeting that begins the three
meeting process for setting specifications and management measures. The November Council meeting
that begins that three-meeting process will be the November of the first fishing year in a biennial fishing
period. If the Council determines that any of the ABCs or OYSs set in the prior management process are
not adequately conservative to meet rebuilding plan goals for an overfished species, harvest specifications
for that overfished species and/or for co-occurring species may be revised for the second fishing year of
the then current biennial management period.

Beyond this process, ABCs, OYs, HGs, and quotas may only be modified in cases where a harvest
specification announced at the beginning of the fishing period is found to have resulted from incorrect
data or from computational errors. If the Council finds that such an error has occurred, it may recommend
the Secretary publish a notice in the Federal Register revising the incorrect harvest specification at the
earliest possible date.



