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Itis our understanding thatstthere IS, inore "sed concern over the take of seabirds In
the hook-and—llne flsheries off of nghlngton, Oregon, and California It is-also our
understanding that Biack-footeg Albatross Is being reviewed for listing In the near future
and have been taken in the hook—and-llne operations on the north coast

The members of the Flshlng Vessel  Owners’ Associatlon (FVOA) that fish limited
entry fixed-gear permits and/or partlclpate in the. DTE flshery, will be asked to deploy
streamer lines beginning in’ August We have senit out ‘the enciosed notlce to our members.
As you are probably aware, streamer Ilne experlments were done in Alaska waters through
a Sea Grant project with the Universlty of Waehlngton We had six (6) of our vessels
particlpate in the experiment with several forms of gear avoldance devices.

Single and double streamer lines can result in a greater than 90% reductlon In
seablrd takes. The longline fleet of Alaska has experienced an overall 80% reductlion in
seablrd takes off Alaska.

Most of the boat owners we represent are currently finishing their Alaska operations
and will return by mid-August to late September and begin to fish their limited entry
permits off the lower coast. We wlil send a notice to our members requesting they deploy
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streamer lines while fishing In Pacific Councll waters if they are not dolng so currently. If
you should have any questlons or requests to make of our members, please let us know.

Singerely,

Robert D. Alverson
Manager

RDA:cmb

Cc: Pacific Fishery Management Councill
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IMPORTANT!!

NOTICE TO BLACKCOD PERMIT HOLDERS
THAT FISH OFF WASHINGTON, OREGON AND CALIFORNIA

Concern Is buliding that the West Coast hook-and-ine flest Is taking seabirds
Incidental to fishing. Most notably, black-footed albatross have been recorded taken in the
limited-entry fixed-gear fishery off of Oregon and Washington. This specles is being
considered for listing under the Endangered Specles Act (ESA). In addition, the fishery
overlaps with the dlstributlon of the endangeredrshort-talled albatross requiring NMFS to
prepare actions that should be’ taken:by, th'e fleet_ ‘, avold mortallty in the West Coast
longline fleet. Given these ggrents-‘the As?soclatlonrstronglymdvlses that you deploy
streamer lines as per: the Alaskaarequg‘remehts wh"en'flshlng on'the Iower coast for
sablefish for the-2008 seasonl SInee most'*ofayowalready .use thls gear ‘when you fish In
Alaska, using streamer 'ilnee In the Iegi'ﬂer coast ﬂshery should be vary doable,
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Due to use of streamerﬂllnes, the rate of seablird bywtch In: the Aleska longline
fisherles for groundflsh has. been redueed by nearly. 80% startlng In. 2002 and no short-
talled albatross have;been,taken srnce 1398 Streamer lInes ere avallable et no cost from

The Alaska seabqu bycatch requlrements are avallable"e 3

http://www.fakr.noaa. gov/ """ tectedresources/seablrds/gulde htm
‘ R
If you have questions about streamer-line gear, call Ed Melvln at Washington Sea
Grant (206) 543-9968. . e :
We need to get ahead of the seabird issue on the Weet Coast as we did In Alaska.
Thank you for your help.
Sincerely,
Robert D. Alverson
Manager
RDA:cmb
Cc: Frank Lockhart
) PFMC
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