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August 19, 2008 
 
           
Mr. Donald K. Hansen  
Chairman 
Pacific Fishery Management Council 
7700 NE Ambassador Place, Suite 101 
Portland, Oregon 97220-1384 
 
 
Dear Chairman Hansen: 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Port Orford Ocean Resource Team and fishermen in Port Orford to ask the Council to 
consider modifications to the commercial 2A Pacific halibut fishery and the hook and line sablefish fishery to allow 
retention of incidentally caught halibut that are currently discarded in hook and line sablefish fisheries south of Pt. 
Chehalis. 

The purpose of this request is to reduce discard mortality of incidentally caught halibut in the hook and line fisheries – 
consistent with the Council’s desire to reduce bycatch.  We understand that the National Marine Fisheries Service may be 
providing estimates of discard mortality for the hook and line sablefish fishery.  It is likely the overall halibut TAC will be 
reduced by the estimated mortality in our hook and line fisheries for sablefish. We encourage the Council to consider 
management options that include full retention of bycatch species in the sablefish fishery and minimize bycatch mortality 
of halibut.  What better way to utilize this valuable resource rather than discarding it as is now required south of Pt. 
Chehalis? 

This summer POORT conducted interviews with fishermen and a processor in Washington and Oregon who have an 
interest in both the halibut and sablefish fisheries.  Although there were some who were mostly satisfied with the present 
management of halibut and sablefish, the majority felt that there needed to be some changes in the commercial 2A halibut 
fishery to allow for the retention of bycatch in the hook and line fishery for sablefish.  

We recognize that there are a wide range of interests in both the sablefish and halibut directed fisheries, and that our small 
survey was not a comprehensive review of all stakeholder’s opinions.  We encourage the Council to initiate the process of 
developing options for allowing retention of Pacific halibut in the sablefish hook and line fishery that would otherwise be 
discarded in this fishery south of Pt. Chehalis.  We look forward to discussing options for future management of Pacific 
halibut with other commercial users and the Council family.   

Thank your consideration of this request. 

Sincerely, 

 

Leesa Cobb, Executive Director 
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