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RESOLUTION NO. 2008-035

A RESOLUTION OF THE DEL NORTE COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
DECLARING THE AREA OF STATE WATERS FROM THE MOUTH OF THE KLAMATH
RIVER TO THE MOUTH OF SMITH RIVER AN OCEANOGRAPHIC AREA OF
UNIQUE ECONOMIC IMPORTANCE TO DEL NORTE COUNTY

WHEREAS, The fishing community of Del Norte County is a historic and important present day
contributor to our economic base. Along with dollars generated directly from fishing, our harbor
and its fishermen create a destination for sport fishermen and seafood lovers, increasing our
counties revenue; and

WHEREAS, Since the reduction in our off shore fleet through federal actions, most of our
fishery dollars are now generated from our near shore state waters. Because of our local weather
patters, ocean fishermen who work and play in our county must fish close to our port or risk
injury; and

WHEREAS, This makes the state waters from the mouth of the Klamath River to the mouth of
Smith River of the highest economic importance to our county’s fishing community. At this time
there are no species of near shore finfish listed as over-fished by the federal or state government.
In 1998, the federal government decreased the overall fishing effort, creating conditions that
have the area currently rebuilding all near shore species through historically high protection
levels; and

WHEREAS, This high level of protection has already cost our county through fishery reductions,
and has brought our fishing infrastructure close to the point of collapse. Thus, any farther
reductions may collapse our fishing community; and

WHEREAS,. Any closures of this area will be fought with the highest degree of effort available
to our county. We also ask that any regulatory managers of these waters take our counties
reliance of above-mentioned area and maintain our fishermen’s access to it. We do this because
we understand the importance of our fisheries to our county’s economic base; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Del Norte County Board of Supervisors,
hereby declares the area of state waters from the mouth of the Klamath River to the mouth of
Smith River an oceanographic area of unique economic importance to Del Norte County.

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 27" day of May, 2008.

Ayes:Supervisors Hemmingsen, Sullivan, McClure, McNamer, Finigan
Noes: None
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David Finigan, Chair -
Del Norte County-Board of Supervisors
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TUESDAY = IN Focus: OVERDUE DREDGING
flay 13, 2008

Photo by Crescen City Harbor District
Crescent Clty Harbor Facllitles Manager Paul McAndrews stands _58.%%_==_oa%_.o_o__mzao_5»:3%3__.5_:3;8_

basin last month. The channel Is supposed to be 15 fest deep, but sediment and materfals from the ocean have washed _ao
" the channel the past elaht vears. fuelina an evar-arowing nead far dradaina



As channel fills with sediment,
harbor navigation gets trickier

By Michelle Ma
Triplicate staff writer

Early last month, local fisher-
man Victor Pomilia untied his
boat, preparing to leave the har-

bor on a fishing trip.
As he motored out of the boat
basin, Pomilia's Spirit of

America vessel stalled in shal-
low water, dragging on the
muddy bottom. His boat had run
aground.in the federal channel.

T knew it was shallow and I
knew it was gelting worse,” said
Pomilia, whose boat draws down
more than 6 feet. The fisherman
backed up and waited for the
tide to come in.

Pomilia, who knows how to
maneuver around the harbor’s
shallow spots in low waters, was
caught off-guard. Only a month
before, he had successfully left
the harbor under similar condi-
tions.

“It was a minus tide, but I'd
been able to slip by before,”
Pomilia said. “It's just proof that
the harbor has been filling in.”

Many local fishermen have
reported similar groundings as
they enter and exit the boat
basin. Even the Lady

See DREDGING, A3

CRESCENT CITY HARBOR DREDGING
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The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers must dredge the harbor's federal channel, which leads
to the Inner boat basin. Adequate funding hasn't been secured for the dredging project,
and the channel has fitled with sediment over the past elght years. Fishing boats have run
aground In the ‘critical problem areas.' The harbor Is responsible for dredging the Inner
and outer boat basins.




Dredging

Continued from A1
Washington, a tall-masted ship
that recently visited Crescent
City, touched bottom in the har-
bor.

The harber's federal channel
that stretches along Citizen’s
Dock to the inmer boat basin
"basn’t been dredged in eight
years. The U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers recommends that it
. be dredged on a five-year cycle,
| “but Congress hasn’t appropriat-

.- ed enotgh mongy to .complete

' the project. . - Y
Crescent: City Harbor com-
missioners' recently approved a
letter asking' Del. Norte County
Board of Supervisors to declare
a local emergency to address the
need . for dredging.. County
supervisors will likely approve
this declaration at today’s meet-
ing in Klamath, thus forwarding
the request to the ~Governor’s
Office of Emergency Servicés. .-
I the state affirmied the
emergency declaration,
California could pay for 75 per-
cent of the dredging project’s
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Harbor raises moorage rates after

By Michelle Ma

Triplicate staff writer
Harbor commissioners
Tuesday confirmed last week's
decision to raise all noorage

repairs and maintenance in the
harbor. o

A 10-percent increase in slip
rental fees would apply across-
the-board to all boats that dock
in the Crescent City harbor's
inner and outer basins. Harbor
staff recently surveyed regional
ports and found the rate increase
to be comparable to what other
harbors charge for vessel moor-
age, said Harbormaster Richard
Young.

of it'at all,"-

For a commercial fishing
port that usually brings in about
$15 million a'year to the local
economy—close to $20 million
in good years—officials agree:it
would be disastrous to lose the
harbor, let alone restrict any fur-
ther fishermens' business due to

.shallow waters.

Crescent_City Harbor has
always been known for its rich,
abundant fishing industry. Othér
state and federal restrictions,
combined with a decline of
some significant fisheries, have

rates to help pay for utilities,”

.

An grdinance must-be written
and passed before rates will rise,
but the extra charge will proba-
bly be instated later this summer,
officials said.

The decision to raise rates
came alongside commissioners’

- grim approval of nexi fiscal

year's preliminary ° ‘budget.
Commissioners and staff met
last Friday afternoon to piece
together the leanest Harbor
District budget they could man-
age, commissioners said, They
examined each line item last
week, and confirmed ‘Tuesday
that nothing more could be cut.

“Everything (on the budget)
is a necessity,” said

.included in the federal govern-

ment’s yearly budgets.

“Many smaller, shallow ports
along the coast of California,
Oregon and Washington are in

great need of being dredged,

- much like Crescent City, said

alreally ‘burdernied the local fleet

of about 00" commiercial fish- .

ing boats and nearly 70" recre-
ational vessels. :
“This is' the highway to the

nrman Fare - dmve Raaia i Xro

“Steye Chesser, dredging pro-

gram manager for U.S. Army
Corps . of Engineers, San
Francisco District, and former
project manager for the Crescent
City dredging project for the
Corps. .

But up and down the coast,
it's the same story—funding.is
hard to comé by, ‘Chesser $aid.

[Tt really, puts the congres-

sional folks on the spot, because

they have a lot of competing
interests;” Chesser said.

Commissioner Garry Young .as

he flipped through the budget
during Tuesday’s meeting,
“We've trimmed it as much as
we can trim."”

Several new purchases—
including a new electrical cabi-
nét needed to maintain power
throughout much of the har-
bor—are vital to the harbor but
costly to absorb, commissioners
said.

Officials said they need to
find ways to increase revenue to
the harbor, especially as expens-
es continue to rise. One likely
source is rental revenue from a
new sandwich shop slated to
open soon in the harbor,

passing lean budget

The final budget will likely
be adopted at the board’s July 1
meeting. A copy of the early
budget is available for public
review in the harbor office.

In other news, the harbor's
log-cabin-look-atike - RV ~park
project will go before the Del
Norte County Planning
Commission tonight. Even if the
harbor gets a use permit from the
county, more permitting must be
done before the project can (]
forward, Harbormaster Young
said,

Reach Michelle Ma at
mma@triplicate.com.
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