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RE: 2009/2010 Cow Cod OY 
 
Mr. Chairman and members of the Council, 
 
The Point Conception Groundfishermen’s Association (PCGA) represents commercial 
fixed gear fishermen in Southern California, many of whom rely solely on fishing for 
rockfish for a living. We wish to comment on a very important decision the Council will 
be making in Seattle that could severely impact our members. 
 
The Council will be selecting final OY’s for the upcoming 2009/2010 fishing seasons 
with Cow Cod being one of the most important to Southern California . PCGA requests 
that the Council adopt status quo alternative 3, that being a 4 MT OY. Anything less than 
this will in fact create economic hardship on a fleet that has been struggling to survive 
since the first Cow Cod assessment back in 1999. The Council took drastic measures in 
2001 to create protection for this species in the form of the Cow Cod Conservation Area 
(CCA), a massive 4600 square mile closed section of ocean containing the most prime 
Cow Cod habitat. The Council has also implemented RCA’s in the other still open areas 
with more stock protection in the waters between 60 and 150 fathoms. 
 
PCGA reminds the Council that the latest Cow Cod assessment is one of the most data 
poor reviews this management body has ever undertaken. We strongly feel that a 4 MT 
OY offers plenty of stock protection and allows for absolutely no directed fishing! With 
the CCA and other RCA’s currently in place in the So Cal Bight, Cow Cod may very well 
be the most protected species in the United States! We hope that the Council considers  
this in its deliberations, and chooses not to cause any further economic harm to the 
fishermen of Southern California. Please maintain the Cow Cod status quo OY of  4 MT 
for the 09/10 fishing season! 
 
We thank you for your consideration of this matter. 
 
Gerry Richter, 
VP PCGA 
 
 
 






















