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          PETER H. FLOURNOY

 

Mr. Donald O. McIsaac

Executive Director

Pacific Fishery Management Council

7700 NE Ambassador Place, Suite 101

Portland , OR 97220-1384

Re: Agenda Item B.1 Comments on Non-Agenda Items:

Dear Don:

I have recently become aware that the Briefing Book for Council meetings often has a

section entitled “Informational Report”.  I am not aware of how these items are chosen, and I

am sure the intent is to bring to Council members attention items of constructive interest

that they may not have otherwise been made aware. I have comments on two of these items.

Information Report 2:  This is a news story which basically follows a press release by a little

known group called “Environment California” which announces the publication of a “report”

entitled “Net Loss: Overfishing Off the Pacific Coast” The copy of the “report” which I have

is five pages long, adds no new information to the subject of “overfishing” which it purports

to address, is funded by the Pew Charitable Trusts (an organization known for it generous

contributions to any anti-fishing research, writing or group it can find), is written by a

person described as an “Oceans Advocate” (whatever that is), and reads like a piece of

unmitigated propaganda.  Its conclusion is “The council must stop gaming the system and

looking for loopholes to allow ‘business as usual’.”   Unless this “information item” is being

used as an example of the worst type of “scientific report”, I am seriously offended by its

inclusion in the Council’s Briefing Book, apparently by Council staff, and I would appreciate

an explanation. 

Information Report 6:   This item is a letter from the Executive Director of the Western

Pacific Fishery  Management Council which purports to be a response to the legitimate and
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well reasoned request by the Council to coordinate with the WPFMC on their announced

intention to modify their Pelagics FMP with regard to the Pacific, shallow set, swordfish 

longline fishery.  It is my view that instead of this October 18, 2007 letter being buried in

the back of the Briefing Book, it should have been conveyed to the HMS-AS and HMS-MT

in advance of their scheduled November meetings under their agenda item E.6.  The letter,

which appears to me to be a refusal to cooperate, needs to be considered by those Council

entities so that they can make a report with recommendations to the Council for action at

this November meeting. This is particularly important because the WPFMC intends to take

action on this matter at their March 2008 meeting, which may occur before the next Council

meeting.  This item should be considered at the Council’s November meeting so that more

constructive exchanges can take place between the two Councils.  One of the reasons for the

Council’s adoption of the HMS-FMP (which I opposed) was to coordinate efforts between

Councils.  This is an example of the apparent inability of the Councils and NMFS to resolve

matters of great concern to the fishermen constituents of both councils. 

I will apologize in advance if this letter is harsh in tone, however, I, and others, are

becoming increasingly frustrated with the apparent inability of the two councils and NMFS

to manage the HMS fisheries in the Pacific off the West Coast  and Hawaii in the manner

which was envisioned by the HMS-FMP. 

Sincerely,

Peter H. Flournoy
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