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 Agenda Item C.6 
 Situation Summary 
 April 2007 
 

LEGISLATIVE MATTERS 
 
The Legislative Committee (Committee) is scheduled to meet Monday, April 2 at 9:30 a.m. with 
a primary objective to review the National Offshore Aquaculture Act of 2007.  The Committee 
will also review implementation of new provisions in the recently reauthorized Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (MSA). 
 
On March 12, 2007, U.S. Commerce Secretary Carlos M. Gutierrez (Secretary) announced that 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's National Offshore Aquaculture Act of 
2007 (Agenda Item C.6.a, Attachment 1) had been sent to Congress.  The bill proposes a Federal 
regulatory framework for fish and shellfish aquaculture within the U.S. Exclusive Economic 
Zone (3-200 miles offshore).  The Pacific Fishery Management Council (Council) and the 
Committee had reviewed previous versions of the bill as introduced in the 109th Congress and 
recommended provisions in the bill to allow coastal states to opt-out of offshore aquaculture and 
to strengthen environmental review requirements.  Included in the current Administration bill are 
provisions which require the Secretary to establish environmental requirements for offshore 
aquaculture activities and to allow coastal states to opt-out of offshore aquaculture within 12 
miles of their coastline.  Committee comments on the National Offshore Aquaculture Act of 2007 
will be provided in a report to the Council under this agenda item on Friday, April 6. 
 
The Committee will also review the issues and reference materials associated with implantation 
of new requirements of the MSA (Agenda Item C.2).  Committee recommendations to the 
Council regarding Council participation and input during the process of developing new policies 
and procedures for compliance with the newly reauthorized MSA will be provided under Agenda 
Item C.2 on Tuesday, April 3. 
 
The Council is tasked with considering its Legislative Committee recommendations on these and 
other legislative matters and responding, as appropriate. 
 
Council Action: 
 
Consider recommendations of the Legislative Committee. 
 
Reference Materials: 
 
1. Situation Summary and Attachments for Council Agenda Item C.2, Magnuson-Stevens Act 

Reauthorization Implementation.  
2. Agenda Item C.6.a, Attachment 1, The Administration’s National Offshore Aquaculture Act 

of 2007. 
3. Agenda Item C.6.a, Attachment 2, Section-by-Section Analysis of the Administration’s 

National Offshore Aquaculture Act of 2007. 
4. Agenda Item C.6.b, Supplemental Legislative Committee Report. 
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Agenda Order: 
 
a. Agenda Item Overview Mike Burner 
b. Legislative Committee Report Dave Hanson 
c. Reports and Comments of Advisory Bodies 
d. Public Comment 
e. Council Action:  Consider Recommendations of the Legislative Committee 
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