
W
hat is considered sustainable?

•
N

O
A

A
 Fisheries S

ervice considers a stock that has never 
been overfished sustainably m

anaged if:
–

It is not subject to overfishing, and 

–
Its biom

ass is at least 80%
 of the level that supports the 

m
axim

um
 sustainable yield (B

M
S

Y )  

•
A

bout 31%
(71) of the 230 stocks tracked in the N

M
FS

 
Fish S

tock S
ustainability Index

Fish S
tock S

ustainability Index
are sustainably m

anaged 
according to this criteria.  

•
W

e are required to build and m
aintain stocks at the B

M
S

Y
level, but this is a long term

 average, and w
e expect 

annual fluctuation in our estim
ates of stock size.
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