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 Agenda Item F.4 
 Situation Summary 
 June 2006 
 
 

CONSIDERATION OF INSEASON ADJUSTMENTS 
 

The Council set optimum yield (OY) levels and various management measures for the 2006 
groundfish management season with the understanding these management measures will likely 
need to be adjusted periodically through the biennial management period with the goal of 
attaining, but not exceeding, the OYs.  The Groundfish Management Team (GMT) will begin 
meeting on Sunday, June 11, 2006 and the Groundfish Advisory Subpanel (GAP) will begin 
meeting on Monday June 12, 2006 (see Ancillary A and C agendas) to discuss and recommend 
inseason adjustments to ongoing 2006 groundfish fisheries. 
 
Under this agenda item, the Council is to consider advisory body advice and public comment on 
the status of ongoing fisheries and recommended inseason adjustments prior to adopting final 
changes as necessary. 
 
Council Action: 
 
1. Consider information on the status of ongoing fisheries. 
2. Consider and adopt inseason adjustments as necessary. 
 
Reference Materials:   
 
1. Agenda Item F.4.c, CDFG Report:  Draft California Department of Fish and Game Report on 

Inseason Management Proposals for the 2006 California Recreational Fishing Season. 
2. Agenda Item F.4.e, Public Comment. 
 
Agenda Order: 
 
a. Agenda Item Overview John DeVore 
b. Report of the Groundfish Management Team (GMT) Susan Ashcraft 
c. Agency and Tribal Comments 
d. Reports and Comments of Advisory Bodies 
e. Public Comment 
f. Council Action: Adopt Final Recommendations for Adjustments to 2006 Fisheries 
 
 
PFMC 
05/23/06 
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Agenda Item F.4.c 
CDFG Report 

June 2006 
 

DRAFT CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME REPORT ON 
INSEASON MANAGEMENT PROPOSALS FOR THE 2006 CALIFORNIA 

RECREATIONAL FISHING SEASON  
 
BACKGROUND AND PROPOSED ACTION 
 
The Pacific Fisheries Management Council (Council) approved inseason changes to 
California’s recreational 2005 season and depth structure at its March 2005 meeting. The 
Council, in adopting these changes, took into account a number of factors including: 1) 
the 2004 annual California Recreational Fisheries Survey (CRFS) estimates of 
recreational take which showed that harvest of overfished species was below their 
respective California recreational harvest targets in 2004; and 2) the improved ability for 
real-time inseason catch monitoring through the new CRFS program. The March 2005 
inseason changes provided more recreational fishing opportunity while keeping projected 
impacts (derived from California’s recreational catch model) within recreational harvest 
guidelines or allocations for overfished and constraining species. 
 
In March 2006, complete CRFS estimates of recreational take for 2005 (through 
December) became available. These estimates indicated that even under this modified 
management structure adopted at the March 2005 meeting, the California recreational 
harvest guidelines or allocations for overfished species were not exceeded and, in some 
cases, catch was well below the projected impacts. However, due to the shallow water 
restriction of 20 fm in some areas, fishing pressure was increased on nearshore 
groundfish species resulting in take that met or exceeded these species OYs or harvest 
targets. These results suggest that the current 2006 management structure could be further 
modified to allow for additional fishing opportunities for shelf species such as vermilion 
rockfish (thereby reducing fishing pressure on nearshore groundfish species such as the 
nearshore rockfish and cabezon ), while still remaining within recreational harvest targets 
for overfished and constraining species.  
 
A proposed season and depth structure for the California recreational fishery is provided 
in Attachment 1. We request that the Council consider adopting at the June 2006 PFMC 
meeting these inseason management measures in federal waters for 2006.  
 
A table with the impacts of this proposed inseason change is provided below. These 
impacts were projected using a modeling approach that has been reviewed and approved 
by the Groundfish Management Team for use in crafting 2007-2008 recreational fishery 
management options.   
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ESTIMATED IMPACTS RESULTING FROM ACTION: 
  
  

Species 2005 CRFS 
Catch 
Estimates 

Projected 
2006 Catch 
Estimates  
Under 
Current 
Regulations 

Projected 
2006 Catch 
Estimates 
Under 
Proposed 
Changes 

HG1, 
updated 
impact 
estimate2, or 
HT3 

Bocaccio 38 52 66 662 

Canary 2.3 6.2  7.9 9.31 
Cowcod 0.1 0.2  0.3 0.43 

Darkblotched 0 0 0 02 
Lingcod 300 256  228 4221 

POP 0 0 0 02 
Widow 1.7 5.7 17.6  17.62 

 
Rebuilding 

Species 

Yelloweye 1.7 1.5  1.3 3.71 
Black RF 180 176  142 1713 

Minor NS RF 
North

 (40˚10' – 
CA/OR) 

19.9 17.3  15.3 15.32 

Minor NS RF 
South 

(40˚10' – 
US/Mexico) 

430 4475  4365,6 3833 

Cabezon 41.8 43.0  33.56 42.14 

 
Other 

Target 
Species 

Greenlings 4.8 6.7  5.5 15.54 
1 – Harvest Guideline (HG) established in Federal Regulations 
2 – Best estimate of recreational impact in 2006 
3 – Harvest Target (HT):  For black rockfish, this is the state-derived recreational harvest target within 

the Federal HG for CA recreational and commercial catch, combined.  The black rockfish 
recreational target is derived from CA Fish and Game Commission allocation guidance between 
recreational and commercial sectors.  

4 – Total Allowable Catch (TAC) established in State Regulations. 
5 –  Includes increased take of California scorpionfish projected under California regulations which 

now couples fishing  for California scorpionfish with fishing for nearshore rockfish, resulting in 
the same seasons and depths for both.  

6 –  These species show a reduction in projected take under the proposed inseason change primarily 
because the projection model does not include an increase in catch due to an inshore shift in effort 
when fishing is at or greater than 40 fm.  
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Attachment 1. Proposed California Recreational Inseason Action for June 2006 PFMC Meeting. 
 
 

NORTH COAST  
(CA/OR Border to 40E 10’ N Lat) 

 
North Coast 2005 and 2006 (Current) 

 
Species Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
Nearshore & shelf rockfish     30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 
Black rockfish2     30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 
Cabezon, greenlings, CA 
sheephead, ocean whitefish 

    30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 

Lingcod     30 30 30 30 30 30 30  
 

 North Coast 2006 (In-Season Proposal) 
 

Species Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
Nearshore & shelf rockfish     30 30 40 40 40 40 40 40 
Black rockfish2     30 30 40 40 40 40 40 40 
Cabezon, greenlings, CA 
sheephead, ocean whitefish 

    30 30 40 40 40 40 40 40 

Lingcod     30 30 40 40 40 40 40  
 
 
 

NORTH-CENTRAL COAST 
 40E 10’ N lat to Lopez Point (36E 00’ N lat) 

 
North-Central Coast 2005 and 2006 (Current) 

 
Species Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
Nearshore & shelf rockfish       20 20 20 20 20 20 
California scorpionfish       20 20 20 20 20 20 
Cabezon, greenlings, CA 
sheephead, ocean whitefish 

      20 20 20 20 20 20 

Lingcod       20 20 20 20 20  
Sanddabs             

 
 

North-Central Coast 2006 (In-Season Proposal)   
 

Species Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
Nearshore & shelf rockfish       40 40 40 40 40 40 
California scorpionfish       40 40 40 40 40 40 
Cabezon, greenlings, CA 
sheephead, ocean whitefish 

      40 40 40 40 40 40 

Lingcod       40 40 40 40 40  
Sanddabs             

 
 
 
 
 
 

SOUTH-CENTRAL COAST 
 Lopez Point (36E 00’ N lat) to Pt. Conception (34E 27’ N lat) 

 
South-Central Coast 2005 and 2006 (Current) 

 
Species Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
Nearshore & shelf rockfish     40 40 40 40 40    
California scorpionfish     40 40 40 40 40    
Cabezon, greenlings, CA 
sheephead, ocean whitefish 

    40 40 40 40 40    



California Department of Fish and Game Draft Document; ver 5/24/06                                                          4 
Prepared for: June 2006 Council/GMT meeting 
Prepared by: Debbie Aseltine-Neilson, Susan Ashcraft, Deb Wilson-Vandenberg, and Kirk Lynn 

Lingcod     40 40 40 40 40    
Sanddabs             

 
South-Central Coast 2006 (In-Season Proposal) 

 
Species Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
Nearshore & shelf rockfish     40 40 40 40 40 40   
California scorpionfish     40 40 40 40 40 40   
Cabezon, greenlings, CA 
sheephead, ocean whitefish 

    40 40 40 40 40 40   

Lingcod     40 40 40 40 40 40   
Sanddabs             

 
 
 

SOUTH COAST 
 Pt. Conception (34E 27’ N lat) to US/Mexico Border 

 
South Coast 2005 

 
Species Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
Nearshore & shelf rockfish   30-60 60 60 60 60 60 30 30 60 60 
California scorpionfish          30 60 60 
Cabezon, greenlings, CA 
sheephead, ocean whitefish 

  30-60 60 60 60 60 60 30 30 60 60 

Lingcod    60 60 60 60 60 30 30 60  
Sanddabs             

 
South Coast 2006 (Current) 

 

 
South Coast 2006 (In-Season Proposal) 

 

 
 
 

Species Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
Nearshore & shelf rockfish   60 60 60 60 60 60 30 30 60 60 
California scorpionfish          30 60 60 
Cabezon, greenlings, CA 
sheephead, ocean whitefish 

  60 60 60 60 60 60 30 30 60 60 

Lingcod    60 60 60 60 60 30 30 60  
Sanddabs             

Species Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
Nearshore & shelf rockfish   60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 
California scorpionfish   60 60 60 60 60 60  60 60 60 
Cabezon, greenlings, CA 
sheephead, ocean whitefish 

  60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 

Lingcod    60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60  
Sanddabs             






