Agenda Item B.6
Situation Summary
April 2005

STATUS OF 2005 GROUNDFISH FISHERIES AND INITIAL CONSIDERATION
OF INSEASON ADJUSTMENTS

The Council set optimum yield (OY) levels and various management measures for the 2005
groundfish management season with the understanding these management measures will likely
need to be adjusted periodically through the year with the goal of attaining, but not exceeding,
the OYs.

The Groundfish Management Team (GMT) and the Groundfish Advisory Subpanel (GAP) will
meet on Monday and Tuesday (see Ancillary A and Ancillary B agendas) to discuss and
recommend inseason adjustments to ongoing 2005 groundfish fisheries. Under this Agenda
Item, the Council is to consider this advice and public comment on the status of ongoing
fisheries and recommended inseason adjustments prior to adopting final changes as necessary.
The Council may want to provide guidance to the GMT and GAP prior to making final inseason
adjustments under Agenda Item B.7 on Friday or make final inseason adjustments under this
Agenda Item and confirm or clarify the Council decision under Agenda Item B.7.

Council Action:

1. Consider information on the status of ongoing fisheries.
2. Consider and adopt inseason adjustments as necessary.

Reference Materials:

1. Agenda Item B.6.d, Public Comment.

Agenda Order:

Agenda Item Overview John DeVore
Report of the Groundfish Management Team Susan Ashcraft
Reports and Comments of Advisory Bodies

Public Comment

Council Action: Initial Consideration of Inseason Adjustments

in the 2005 Groundfish Fishery
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THE CRESCENT CITY March 14,2003
CHAMBER of COMMERCE
Chris Howard

1501 Fronr Street _ RECEIUED

Crescent Clty, Ca G553

GREEN DIAMOND RESOURCES MAR 75 2065
Chrs Howard
Orick. Calitornia PrG

Re: Sport fishery cul-back and the economic disaster to Crescent C ity and Del Norte Counts.
Chris,

Just to bring vou up 1o speed on what's going on. [n 2003 the Federal Pacifie Fishery
Managernent Couneil in Portland, Oregon. Came up with an un-scientific study called estimating,
aceording 1o thair fipures there were 432 metric tones of black cack fish caghr in the nerthen
California District that vear, the California Department of Fish and Game lead the pubtic to
believe thew did a scientific study, not so. The Federal Pacific Fishery Management Council then
ordered the Calitornia Department of Fish and Game to starn shorting the fishing seasons, We
are a rural eounty here on the edge of the wilderness in Northen Caltfornia, we have ne problems
with the numbers of rock fish in our area. Tt°s time we all stood up 10 the Federal Government to
gt owr constitutionat and civil rights back.

In 72004 the Department of Fish and Game cut our fishing season to (7} months. with this
shortened scason Crescent City and Del Norte County suffered some tourism and revemge losses
that year

i1 2005 the Department of fish and Game cut our season to Just (£) manths, the season tis
vear runs fram Jaly 1% through October 31%, with the off shore weather we have here at Crescent
city in the summer, the scasen will be less than a (4) month fishing scason this vear. Every one |
know that tish the ocean waters are taking their business to Cregon this year because of the open
fishing season, According to the Puciftc Fishery Managernent Council, they plan on having
anotber {4} month season in 2006, This is pure and simple. economic damage cansed by the
Federal Govemment 1o cur small community. This County ¢an not afford to 1et this continue,

We presently have a petivion circulating in several cities in Northen and Central California
ard parts of Oregon, we started this petition drive on March 7, 2005, in this Aret week we
cellected approximarely 1500 signatures. the originals copigs were sent aut by over-night mail on
March 14, 2003 1o the Culifurmnia Fish and Game Commission, they will be holding a meeling in
Orkland CA On March 18, 20048 to address this issue of the fishery cut-back, 1 will be mailing
copies of these petitions to the Pacifie Legal Foundation in Bellevie. Washingron, We wiil
continue 10 keep our petitions in cireulation 1o colleet mors signatures until this issue is
resolved, | would like to sec the entire State of Califomia getinvolved in this fight,
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I attended a Crescent City Counctl megting on March 7, 2005 and read & letter addressed to
the City Council, Mavor Dennis Burns assured me the ¢ity will be involved in this issue. On
Slarch 10, 2005 1| had 2 mecting with Chuek Blackburn of the De] Norte County Board of
Supervisors, Chuck has put this issue on the agenda o be heard on March 22, 2003, Avihe next
SUPErYIEES THeeling.

On March 102005 1ok a copy of my letter 1o the editor wo owr local radio stauon KPOD,
their nows department has beert running news sepments 21l week long on our petition drive end
the damage the State and Federal Govermment are doing to pur community because of this Hishen
cub-hack.

Inclosed wou will find a copy of oy letter to the Editor dated March 10, 2005 this ardcle
sheuld appear inihe news paper in the next couple of days. While T was in the office of the 1aily
Triplivale news reom on March 14, 2005 the Fditor Mike Schmeltzer ask me to speak to a
reporter an tig assae ofF the Sport Fishery out-back and economic damage 1o 11el Xorte County,

Citris, | hope this informution will give you some insight as w the kind of problems this
fishery cot-back arc causing in Del Norte County . if you have any other questions on issue please
{eef free to give me a call.

iarold Fracier

200 Sorel Ridge Road
Crescent City, CAGSE3|
Fhonme, (7071 4654901
Fux, (70T 464. 2586
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Letter To The Cdilor Mareh 10. 2005
The Dailv Triplicate
Mike Schmeltzer

Re: Spor fishery cut-back and the economic disaster to Crescen City and
[e] Norte County,

I'm a concerned resident and sport tisherman of this county, we have a very real problem
fucing Del Norte county. that started Just year when the California Department of Fish and Game
decided to ent our near shore or ground fishing season in 2004 by (33 five months, all of our
businesses in el Nore county suffered seme revenue losses (il vear.

MNeww here we are in 2005 and the Department of Fish and Game is back at it again, instead of
a (%) month ciosure, this year they will be cutting our ovean fishing season (8) eight months. the
[}epartment of Fish and Game chirged the public $33.25 for & fishing licenses to sk for twelve
monaths, then they fumed around and cul our fishing season to {4) four months, | personally think
the Department of Fish and Game is way out of line on this one, | have a lot of friends here in
Crescent Clts that fish the ocean waters. this year they are all taking their business to Brookings
Urregon. As vou know 10urism 13 the fargest part of Del Norte counties revenue. this county can
not ailerd to ler this continve, Crescent Cily use 1 be a destination point. not so these days, every
business in Crescent Ciiv will lose more revenue this vear than they did tast vear, it will be the
sarme 1n 2106 with another 14) four month fishing scasen if their not stopped, the Governmem
witl keep on taking until they run (his cotnty into the ground,

Laum a spont fisherman and 1 fish 2 or 3 times a week and { can tell ¥you, we have no probiems
with the numbers of bottom fish ip our arca. the Pacific Fishery Management Council lied to the
public about doing a scientific study off the nonhen coast of California, they never did a
scientilte study. they just puiled the numbers aut of thin air, in the Jast twenly vears of fishing out
of Cresecnt Ciry 1 had one student frem the University of Californie take a look at my rack Mish
catch. that was about ten vears ago. know ane from the Nepartment of Fish and CGame has ever
colnted or weighed my bottom fish catch in the Pwenty yeurs [ve fished here,

What I'm asking of the public is to write fetters addressed to the Pacitic Fishery Management
Councit in Portland, OR. and ihe Department of Iish and Gante in Sacramento and Eoreka, CA
explaining vour feelings over the loss of tourism and revenue 1o el Nore Counly because of
ths ground fishery citt-back over the lust twy vears, we presently have a petition civeulating in
cur area (o help fight this action by the Department of Fish and ¢Game in court il necessary,
evervone in Crescent City should pet out and si an these petition, they can be found at businesses
areond town. You do not have to be a California resident to sign this petition. [ will be
sending eopies ol these signed petitions to the Office of the Pacific Lepal Foundation in
Hellevue, Washington, the Pacific Legal Foundation js an origination thar helps the public fight
these povernment agencies. Im inclasing a copy of the agency address list for your conveniences.

For more informatian, conuet:

Hareld Frazer

200 Sorrel Ridpe Rosd

Crescent Ciny, A 95337

Phoue, (70714654801, Fax(707) 4642586
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Harbor: Outer basm

Coatinued Prom Page Al}

The cash-atcapped harbor
disiier  spent more  than
$30L000 instedling, msnivnioy
wod pernoving outsr banin Floats
dnring the 2004 scanom.

Dropping vevenue for the
harbor disgict has accompanied
the declining recreationu shp
rengals, Chater bagin revenae fell
by 0 pereemt between 1993
end 2004 — frem $74.004) to
22,000, with eaminge in 2004
only hulf of those gamnercd in
2003,

A  Harbor Commission
mport auid the nwnber of dips
retited tends to increase with
the opening of apovt dalmon
reasodl. Thet senson will non be
st by the Pagific Fishory
Management  Couneid  wntil
April, But concern aboul the
e of cefurn from the 2002
Klamath River fiah-kill s
expecied to ieep strict regule-

iF YQ GO
What: Harbor Commlssiaon mesting
Whan: 630 p.m. today

‘Wivere: Harbar Dietrict oMies, 107 Citlzens Dock Boad

Tus in place,

Lasr yaar, some sport {isher-
men went to Brookings because
o fower salmon restrictions in

Oregon than those  in
(Califommia,
This year’s  shortened

grovndfish season in California
g saxpecied to send even oiore
sport fishermen nerth from
Crescent ity to Brookings,

Brookings  Hubotmaster
Mike Blapk suid the Brookinga
herbor, with 750 commercind
and recreationad slips, 15 mastly
booked for the soason, but thepe
may be some ream for boats 24
feet and smaller

The groundfish  ssason
mducton was desméd nece-
pary by the Pacific Pisheries

Muansgemant Council o kecp
black rockfish herveits withio
catch lixmits,

The whorened seuson i based
prirmuarily oo the recreational
catch of black rockfith, which
bad & dramaric estimated one--
yeur inereass, from 200618
pounds p 2002 (o 952387
poutrds in 2003. The egumated
figure ir detcrmined by a tele-
phonc survey, and some fsher-
men andd harbor comsdasionerd
ik il iy irgoTect

Kenyom Hensai, & fishemen
wher haw siiended PFMOC mset-
inge, is expected o give a brict
presegtabion tomight about the
sport liwit and possible ways to
cxtend fhe season.

"Fish and Oame has restrict-

floats cosr $30,000-plus last year !

ed the sport semsan oul of emo-
acous  informeton,” .
Hansct, "I dem’L Like the fact
paoplt are unable 1o fish when -
there's Ho good reason for i C

They go over the line to -

Rtookings, where the stock of
fizh is the skraz.” T
Given Ihe impact of the .-

shorened seafon o the harber,

the comumizsion may aak the
Califomis Department of Fish
and {lame 10 re-examine the
decision, with the hope of
axtending the scason,

The Harkor Commission
said i1 iy possible all recrasbon-
al vouselr oould be sccomino-
dated im the binsr basin, whore
comumarcial boaty are moored.

Howeaver, it would be s
longer wilk fot Bonl OWTETS 10
reach thelr vesscla than io Whe
inner buin, This could be difi-
cult for the =iderly and those
whose quedical conditians maks
walking # tsk.

Another isape i1 rea Lions,
who congregate on the outer
¢dgs of the outer basin anu
nfien Jemage clectHce] wirings
and water Unaw there,

To respond o thepe issuss,
the subecommitiee 1§ recom-
mending running services only
halfwiy along sach dock and
installing un addidonn! yea Jion
dock that would be visible, hw
net necesuible, 10 the public.

The subsommittes gled red-
ommmds inatalling 4] slipy W
the outer basin rather than the
105 ingralled last yesr. Apy
overflow from  recreationai
boaters may be accommodaled
in the inoer besin.

The Harbor Commission has
not yet agreed to the recom-
mandations, '

“Some pecple cofe bacl (o
the sarne slip yesr After yeoar,
and now we're ealking about
changintg them.” snid Yoang.
“That wil! not be popular with
sotme folks, But we have to da
somcthing., When The world iy
changing arcund you, you've
gat o rexct wo il § hope people
are parient end that poople will
agjust with us.”

?ﬂ
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o/i7s8s Editorial

Sport fishery cutback
not justified by science

O a5 long as anyone can remembar, sport anglers
F were aliowed 1o go after groundfish out of Creseent

City Harbor any time of the year. But this year, the
Califomnia Department of Flsh and Game is shomening the
season to just four months.

There are cemainly scenaros under which we would
willingly aceept a culback, even one this deastic. If there
wis real scientific evidence that the fishery was endangered
and mm need of protection. we would endorse the shortening
ol the season. Preserving this impornanl ressurce for the
long term is reason enough 1o conserve today.

But the decision tn cut short our groundfish season was
based on data that nearly evervone views as highly
SUspact. .

According 1o the faderal Pacific Fisherjes Management
Council, the recreational catch of black rockfish in (his dis-

trict was np from 200,618 pounds in 2002 o 952387 _

pounds in 2003,

That's 2 whopper of & one-year increase and, seen g3 part
of a larper trend, legitimately might raise the specter of
overfishing. Trouble is, these aren't aciual catch numbers.

iostead, they're estimates based on telephone surveys
that didn’t even rtarget licensed sport fishermen. The
poundape numbers simply were extrapolated from a vary
smedl number of survey respondents who reporied catching
rockfish between Cupe Mendocine and the Califamnia.
Qregon siste linc.

We dan't think this is reliable science — apd we ceriain-
ty don't think il vught to be the basis for highly restrictive
Teguistions that could harm the local economy and have
potentially devastating effects on Crescent Ciiy Harbor's
tole as 4 sport fishing port. We hear sport fishermen are
heading in droves to Dregon this year and taking thair dol-
larg with them, )

We urge the Deparunent of Fish and Game to take 3 hard
look a1 the catch estimates that led 1o this drastic cuthack,

We hape the Harbor Conumission will aggressively pur. !
sue the matter with both Fish and Game and the Pacifip

Fisherles Management Councii.

And we supgest that loeal anglers, boat owners, business
pecple and anyone clse with & stake in the fulure of
Urescent City's sport fishing induatry also let their con-
cerns be heard.

Tongether, we must demand regulations that reflect real
seienue.

. e Tha Depifc Trinfionee
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vou should take inlo consldernion that
the wind here blows moTs oft=n than net. &
sl of ltho tme you can’l gven get oul
because of small craft warnings. You cal
aniy hope the DoEaN 18 [iahalble on your day

FF-. e e - . With only four months :I:-jm of f:.hr. yoar
™ / DR ©  cow to fish, the days we will be able Lo o1
'Q‘ ! q }dﬁ . qut will be minimal.
QOcean sport fishing season i this eritical decinion, it will Kalt
5 what few businesges W have op here. It
cutbat:k 1§ 100 extreme will be an geonomece dIRREIT The {ish and
‘e new orean fshing, closnre poiil July  tackle sheps will be devastated, The hate s,
§ {“Spor liahery cutback mot justified by EY parks, regiaarants, boat dealers, grocery
science,” Panorial. Feb. 17] i a Tltile siores, aic., will be Ereatly impacted. Fewer
exIFEMme in my OpHrLen. i peaple will rravel bere for coastal activity.
] just bought a new hoat B year ago last Wiaoring fegy By well as faunching fees will
novembet, Now iTs going to st in the oe lost
garage fof Sight nonihs out of the year? Pish end Game should reconsider this
1 tive in Crescent City and the nearsst  closwic and give buck out fighing privileges
decent luke W fish 1S three hours pway.  that we pay for in our manual fishing
With the cosl of gas ypiraling uf. it isn™y  license.

cost cffective O trgvel that far 1o fish with Droane Geiffin
only two day off w do it in! Fuhing off the Crescent Uity
= _ L —— . — | ——

coast 1g all we have nere with & boat. .
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et Counil) estatiobed,

rockfish carch wed find it B2 be
The proumdfish scascn could  shoubdn's change

Fish ol Game alss  madsmae.
Yovmg. “But ocomamon

sate sorvey s findings, the harve  If 3 fishing houschold was lound, Pacific  Fishery Matagement  we shouid mkc apothcr

take another look’

foderal survey. Asclune-Nelson  a4wen ey st fished, from what  Fisheries Service agme 1 feview

The Fush md Oamre namber = said e wo scveys™ methade  ovpe of bost, md how mach fish  the previoodly mecorded Wack
rwn uped tn Hwe Federsl  discuss the msther o toeight

they caught
Hombnkd regron.

:
F
’- !
e
S
2R H f {1
B §y 1022 e
S oif nitlp ks
£ f " Eﬂggﬂag
= a'ﬁéhgs‘é g
CE; IRHI IS
SRR
£ 2 g ‘;E;i-.g §Fg§1 2
U R
g %E%;EEE §g§*§§=.§
A~ 3 g%éﬁagx FEE ggg
SRR G L

-
WK -
-

-. . Ll

-

1

- A

b

i

-

, iz

r

i3

k.

. A

-
.

3

\

gavey, One of thosr meerg “Accordng o the
weas i the Det Mo/ procesy (Pacific Fashery

Grget roambers were baged on the e occupants would be ssked  Cowpetl and the Nationa! Marioe  thewe figes.”
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, Fishery Mensgemsent Council to

i black rockfish in 2000, [| was a
g

Updated numbers for

rockﬂsh harvest may
he!p extend season

" By Katherine Kerlln
T.nph:'m: shgff wrrer
A new survey of e 2003
blmh‘.fmkﬁahﬂ.tch may give

{FYQU GO

What: Harbor Commigeion
meatng

when; 530 pm 1oday
Whara: Harbor Distict offics,
161 Citzeng Dot Rgad

The year-round groundiizh
seas0n wan meontly reduced 0o
four monthe, betwesn July amd
Octoher, for both 2005 and
206,

The 2003 fedem Madne
Becreatona) Plaherics Statiabi.
cal Survey, wed by the Pacilic

determine the pumber of Guh
taken and catch limiis, repered

a chich of 952,387 pounds of  the federal survey.

dramalic  ncrease from the
200 618 pounds cpught 1 2002,

That incroase rajsext the eye- -
brows of local sport flahermen
and othery, who said it was too

The California Department ¢
f Fish snd CGame wlsused 83
OWT aurvey in jate Hebrugry that :
showed a romked differance in
dula 115524 pounds caught {
versus the 952,347 pounds n !

————— . —

(See Kockfish, Prge A1) }
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The Creseet Ciy Hwrbor Commtissidn
added ity e Wy & growing List of thoee canlk-

paigrong: for & review of 2003 black sockfish -

Bigures tha bed & » roduction in te groossh
scienon foomn your-Woeenth bor four morshs.
Fiures from a new Califomnia Depearmen
of Pigh med Oame fish crch wwrvcy are decid-
cdly krver than thowe repoted by the federn!
sgoncy found 116,624 pownds of black rockfish

14

(M I L
il Fianermen sliowed Inta Klamath ault, A3

were caught fn 2004, while s fedgrml sgercy
Found- 952,397 pounds were. cxight I 2003
During its mesting Tusdzuy, e Hurbor
Comrmistoon sgreed o send & lefer 10 the
Pocific Fidwry Mapagement Coupicil, which
noenic damage thel Rch e limied st could
oo 6 edh the e and local fldhenmen.
"l mpeses; b e thore's e gendlicaton for
reatricting the srason,” seld Hafbormaster

—— e —— ——— ] — -

calls for review*-o* rockfish figures

Richitd Youmg. “My recommunczeiiion is iy pur-
Buc R VIECTOUsly Aa we oiln petHnR this chamgmd
teck w & 12-mordh gscavm.”

Spant fisherman Hemwd  Frazier idd the
commpision thet he spoke wilh the Paciic
Legnl Fownbeion in Washingion o get it
imvolved e ke . _

“Huxnceped Wt gong 1 fose money here
every year" s#id Pruier “This lsn't gomyg €
#toop il the jviernaiont ey atine arfund ol
neck.”

{See Firh, Page &0}

Fish: State, federal figures appear at 0dds

Ly and ancther 30 slips in

The stz puinbers appiese v be
bebow the et haeveat level. B
Deparmseat of Pish and  Came
officials say the figures shotld ot
be compared with those of the
federnd council because the s
voys' methodologies diffes sighif-
ey,

Sport and cormmercial fishes
men are expectod o make A
song showing regerding the
inse al A March 1718 mocting of
the  state Fish  and  Okane
Conrunission in Oakland.

Loval  fLsheppen  Keayop
Heneel, who has been ]

e isaue; Sid n coriparison )
black

rockfish  catches |
Brookings o those in

City and Burtka suggen the fed-
cral survey's high mumbers m
o be possible,

Fishermen w1 Brookings
czught 143,505 pounds of bix
rockfish with 376 sport Fishal
sllps o 2003, while the Paci
Fishery Menagoment survey sajd
952,387 pounds were canghi wi
only 6% xpont slips i Crescet

Eirrska,

“For s (o cak that, we would
need dX OF BEYCN GItcy &8 nay
hoate 2p Beookings, ' ssbd Hensel,

"The Dopartment of Pish and
Giame said Wedneaday therr is a
chance the icason mey be
extended toward tee ond of this
yeut ad into 2006 if te Pacific
Hlshery Management Council
dererinbnes that the now informa-
tom ip mome sccurele afier the
figures have heen ndjusted for
COMPErSOH.
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2005 Recreational Groundfish Sedson Backgromnd,

The recreational groundfish season in Northey Californis {from approximately Cape
Mendocine to the OR/CA border) in scheduled to open July 1, 2005 and closs October
31, 2008

This reduced season remults front the estimated Black Rockfish catch of 432 metric tons
in thig wrea in 2003, This estimated 2003 catch i

Almost four times larger than any previous Year,

Almost flve times larger than n 2002

Eight times larger than the cateh in 2004

Ovet six times larger than the entch In Brookings duriag 2003.

Year . 1996 1997 1908 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
BR Caich 3t 52 68 71 56 138 91 432 53

The 2003 catch is so large that it is Just not believable.

.{nMarchﬂf‘zﬂﬂﬁﬂuCnﬁfﬂrrﬁ:DcpmnmnﬂfFiuhdemnﬁpmdumdarepnn

mﬁm:ﬁngﬂuzmmﬂuﬁcmlm:hufﬂhckﬂmkﬁshmﬂﬁimiﬂmm This was

well within the target harvest of 72 metric tons. (This report is available on the infernel at
LI 1 /03034r_2.pdf ) A table is attached,

According to the most recent stock assessient (July, 2003, p. v} “The nerthemn
California-Oregen stock of black rockfish is in healtlty condition, with 2002 spawning
otitput estimated to be 49% of the unexplotted level, This piaces the stock well above the

management target level of B{40%).”

The Califorpia Pish and Garme Commission will reconsider recreational rocldish saxions
at their meeting in Oakland on March 18, 2005. Letrors, phone calls, emails, and signing
this petition wilt help us bring this 1o their atention.

Catlfornia Fish and Game Commission

1418 Ninth Street

Sacramento, Callfornia 95814

(918) 653.4899

Emall fge@dfg.ca.gov
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To the Califorma Fish and Game Commussion: WMazrch 2005

The most recent estimate from the Californis Departmient of Fish and Gume indicates the
204 recreational catch of Black Rackfisk in the Northern Califorrag area was 32.9 metnic
tons, This catch remuited from a seven month season in 2004, and wia LESS than the target
harves of 72 metric tons,

Because recrentions] fixhermen were UNDER their target harvest in 2004 with » seven
maobth season, we request that you reconsider this years regulations and open the
Northern Caltfornin recreational groundfish seaxson May 1, 2085 and allow it to remain
apen untit December 31, 2005 or until such time s» the target harvest is atiained.

Address
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March 11, 2004

Faclfic Flshory Managemeant Council
TTOAD NE Amboaasadsr Floce
Fortland QR 97220.11484

Ganllaporsony

The ragant davaigpmant in the recreational greund flah regufatians (s of mueh cancern 16
the City of Crescant CRy and s residants. As you know, we have a deap and strong
infarast 11 both the commercial and aport fishing activitleas of our area. Any reduction in this
season wolld have a detlimental effed on our economy and way of lifo.

we faal that the Biack Rockfish catch of 432 matrie tons during 2003 is much larget than in
pravious years. Also, the racraationsl cated of this spacies at 52.8 metric tone was well
within the target harvest of 72 matnc tons in 2004

Bacause of tha atove data. we are requestng that you recons.der this years regulations
and open the Northern Calforsia recreational ground fish sesson on May 1, 2005, and
allow [T to ramalin gpen untl: Decembaer 31, 2005, or urmtil such tme a5 tha target harveet of
T2 matrd¢ fons i3 attalned.

Sincerely,

Cannls Bums
hMayor
Ciry of Crascant City, CA

DB.dn
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Facific Fishery Management Council MAR TH 2
77000 NE Ambassador Flace
Fortland, OR 97220-1384

Gentlepersons:

The recent development in the recreational ground fish regulations is of much concern to
the City of Crescent City and its residents. As you know, we have a deep and strong
interest in both the commercial and spaort fishing activities of our area. Any reduction in this
season would have a detrimental effect on our economy and way of life.

We feel that the Black Rockfish catch of 432 metric tons during 2003 is much larger than in
previous years. Also, the recreational catch of this species at 52.9 metric tons was wel!
within the target harvest of 72 metric tons in 2004,

Because of the above data, we are reguesting that you reconsider this years regulations
and open the Northern California recreational ground fish season on May 1, 2005, and
allow it to remain open until December 31, 2005, or until such time as the target harvest of
72 metric tons is attained.

Mayor
City of Crescent City, CA

OB:dn



