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PUBLIC REVIEW OPTIONS FOR THE 2005 INCIDENTAL CATCH REGULATIONS IN
THE SALMON TROLL AND FIXED GEAR SABLEFISH FISHERIES

Regulations governing incidental harvest of halibut in the salmon troll fishery and commercial
sablefish fishery north of Point Chehalis require the Council to adopt recommended halibut
landing restrictions to allow incidental harvest while assuring quotas are not exceeded.

Salmon Troll Fishery

The halibut regulations allocate 15% of the non-Indian commercial halibut allocation in Area 2A
to the salmon troll fishery as an incidental catch. Regulations (beginning in 2001) direct that the
primary management objective is to harvest the incidental quota in the May/June salmon troll
fishery with a secondary objective to harvest any remaining quota during July through
September. The Council has successfully used landing ratios and a total trip limit to assure a
manageable progression of the fishery in past years. A summary of management information for
the incidental halibut fishery since the initial season in 1995 is provided in Agenda Item D.3.a,
Attachment 1.

Commercial Sablefish Fishery North of Point Chehalis

The total Area 2A halibut quota is large enough this year (over 900,000 pounds) to provide for
an incidental halibut harvest in the commercial sablefish fishery north of Point Chehalis. This
incidental fishery is allocated that portion of the Washington sport allocation in excess of
214,110 pounds, provided a minimum of 10,000 pounds is available, up to a maximum of 70,000
pounds. In past years, the Council has successfully used landing restrictions to maintain the
harvest within the allocation. A summary of management information for the incidental halibut
fishery since the initial season in 2001 is provided in Agenda Item D.3.a, Attachment 1.

Council Action:

1. Adopt for public review a range of landing restrictions for halibut caught incidentally
in the non-Indian commercial troll season that comport with the troll salmon
management options and assure a reasonable utilization of the incidental catch while
not exceeding the quota.

2. Adopt for public review, a range of landing restrictions, including season dates for
incidental halibut harvest in the commercial sablefish fishery north of Point Chehalis,
Washington.

Reference Materials:

1. Agenda Item D.3.a, Attachment 1: Summary of Pacific Halibut Incidental Catch
Management.
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Agenda Item D.3.a
Attachment 1
March 2005

SUMMARY OF PACIFIC HALIBUT INCIDENTAL CATCH MANAGEMENT

Salmon Troll Fishery

The table below provides the number of licenses, allocation, harvest, and landing restrictions for
the incidental halibut catch in the salmon troll fishery since the initial season in 1995.

Incidental Halibut Management in Area 2A Salmon Troll Fishery.

Licenses Issued Pounds of Halibut Restriction
May/June Total

Year WA OR CA AK-2A Total Allocation Harvest Harvest Halibut per Chinook Trip Limit
1995 14 104 2 5 1255 16,068 2,125 2,1255 1 per each 20 None
1996 22 82 5 14 1235 16,068 9,521 9,5215 1+ 1 per each 15 20
1997 59 187 10 19 275, 21,635 17,570 17,570, 1+ 1 per each 10 20
1998 44 188 15 18 265! 25344 9123 13,1241 1+1lpereach8 25
1999 54 193 12 25 284, 23,490 9,955 9,955: 1+1pereach5 35
2000 49 154 8 24 2355 24,464 20,925 22,3505 1+ 1 pereach3 35
2001 63 232 13 37 3471 34,046 - 34,100: 1+ 1 pereach3 35
2002 60 223 7 41 331, 39,300 - 41,000, 1+ 1 pereach3 35
2003 60 209 10 44 3235 39,300 23,296 41,9175 1+ 1 pereach3 35
2004 74 212 11 47 3445 44,554 29,174 42,7985 1+ 1 pereach3 35
2005 - - - - - 39,918 - - - -

Commercial Sablefish Fishery North of Point Chehalis

The table below provides the allocation, total harvest, landing restrictions, and season dates for
the incidental halibut catch in the fixed-gear sablefish fishery north of Point Chehalis since the

initial season began in 2001.

Incidental Halibut Management in the Area 2A Sablefish Fishery North of Point Chehalis, Washington.

Pounds of Halibut

Restrictions

Halibut per Sablefish

Year Allocation Total Harvest (dressed weight) Season Dates
2001 47,946 26,945 2+80 Ib per 1,000 Ib Aug. 15-Oct. 31
2002 88,389 66,599 2+150 Ib per 1,000 Ib May1-Oct 31
2003 70,000 65,325 2+150 Ib per 1,000 Ib May1-Oct 31
2004 70,000 67,837 2+100 Ib per 1,000 Ib May1-Oct 31
2005 70,000 - - -




In 2004, thirty individual vessels made a total of 148 landings containing halibut in the directed
sablefish fishery. The average amount of sablefish in these landings was 8,549 pounds, and the
average amount of halibut was 521 pounds (both dressed, halibut with head on). This represents
an average of approximately 60% of the amount of halibut that could have been legally retained
under the regulation. Only 17 of the 148 landings contained incidental halibut at 90% or more of
the amount allowed by regulation. Final landings for this fishery were 67,837 pounds, or 97% of
the quota.
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