Agendalteml|.1
Situation Summary
November 2004

CURRENT HABITAT ISSUES

The Habitat Committee (HC) will meet Monday and Tuesday, November 1 and 2, 2004, to develop
recommendations on the following Council agenda items:

H.1  Federal Waters Portion of Channel Idlands National Marine Sanctuary (NMS)
H.2  Cordel BanksNMS

H.3 Monterey Bay NMS

H.4  Kirill Harvest Ban

E.5 Bycatch Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)

E.7  Groundfish Essential Fish Habitat - Preferred Alternatives

In addition, a fast-track letter sent by the Council to National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)
regarding NMFES' Biological Opinion on Columbia River operations is attached.

The HC's complete agenda is provided in Ancillary G.

Council Action:

Consider comments and recommendations developed by the HC at the November meeting.

Reference Materials:

1. Agendaltem 1.1, Biological Opinion Letter: Letter to NMFS on Columbia River Biological
Opinion.
2. Agendaltem|.1.b, Supplemental HC Report.

Agenda Order:

Report of the HC Stuart Ellis
Reports and Comments of Advisory Bodies

Public Comment

Council Action: Consider HC Recommendations
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Ms. Joyce Howard
October 8, 2004
Page 2 of 2

It is our understanding the draft Biological Opinion concludes that the base mortality rates do not
jeopardize the continued existence of Snake River fall chinook and requires only that certain
operational actions of the FCRPS do not appreciably reduce the survival rates compared to the
baseline conditions. The policy of treating most mortality associated with the FCRPS as an
existing baseline condition serves to shift the responsibility for decline and recovery to other
sectors, such as fisheries and hatchery operations. Fisheries, many of which pre-date FCRPS
development, could easily be viewed as existing conditions by many. Hatcheries built to
mitigate lost or substantially reduced populations resulting from FCRPS development could also
be viewed as existing conditions. Clearly, the policy choice of including most of the FCRPS
operations as part of the environmental baseline raises new questions of equity between the
various sectors of human-induced mortality on Endangered Species Act-listed populations.

Finally, we stand ready to assist in the completion of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act and Essential Fish Habitat consultation section of the draft
Biological Opinion, which were not available in the September 9, 2004 draft.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. Please feel free to contact Dr. Donald Mclsaac at the
Council office if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

D'ohéld K. Hansen
Chairman
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