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NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE REPORT ON
HIGHLY MIGRATORY SPECIES MANAGEMENT

National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) Southwest Region will briefly report on recent
international and domestic devel opmentsrelevant to highly migratory species (HMS) fisheriesand
issues of interest to the Council. NMFS Southwest Fisheries Science Center will briefly report on
HMS-related science and research activities.

Reference material for this agenda item include the NMFS report (Attachment 1), a NMFS letter
detailing issuance of atranshipment permit (Attachment 2), aWestern Pacific Fishery Management
Council (WPFMC) letter about Inter-American Tropica Tuna Commission (IATTC) related
activities (Attachment 3), and two public comment | etters pertaining to international mattersrelated
to the albacore fishery (Agendum H.1.d, Public Comment).

Council Task:

Discussion.

Reference Materids:

Agendum H.1, Attachment 1: NMFS Report on Highly Migratory Species M anagement.
Agendum H.1, Attachment 2: Transhipment Permit Approva Letter.

Agendum H.1, Attachment 3: WPFMC IATTC Letter.

Agendum H.1.d, Public Comment.

PODNPRE

Agenda Order:

Regulatory Activities Svein Fougner
Science Center Activities Gary Sakagawa
Reports and Comments of Advisory Bodies

Public Comment

Council Discussion
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International Activities

U.5. - Canada Albacore Treaty - NOAA Fisheries implemented final regulations cffective June L,
2004, w casure that the ULS, could carry out its oblizations under the amended ULS.- Canada
Alhacare Treaty, including the effort reduction program the next 3 years. The regulations require
{among other things) that LS. and Canadian vessel operaters call 1n 1o o third party contractor prior 1o
crossing the border to fish in the ather Paity’s zone and prior to exiting those waters. The contractor
pravides a confirmalion number to the caller, and the data are immediaiely posied on a websile {uccess
controlled) that L5, and Canadian fishery afhictals can check to maonitor fishing pattermns durtng the
scasan. IFand when a Party finds that s fishery effort limit is being approached, it will notify ats fleet
and advise that further ¢rossings to fish under the Treaty would be profubited on o date certain. The
crossing reports also witl provide a solid basis for checking to ensure ihat relevant vessels have
submited loghooks covening their Nishing, This iy the first year of real monitering of lishing v each
others waters, but early reports indicate that the reporting system is working well. The SWR sent
lettars directly o over 1,000 troll fishing vessel owners earlier this year advising them of the new
reguirements. 1 appears that there have been few it any problems with performance of the contragior:
we bave nat received any complaints o dale. A complicating factor this your, howeyver, wus (hat
Canadian vessels were laced with new requirements under the Trade Act of 2003. The U.S. Customs
and Border Service imposed additional pre-port-call reporting and bonding requirements, and NMFES
went 1o great efforts wo ensure that Canadian fishery officials and fishermen would have complete and
up-to-date information about these new requiretnents. We received excellent coaperation hath from
port managers and industry, as well as from the Customs and Border Service. However, we are aware
that a number of Canadian fishermen had difficulties. YWe hope to minimize any such prohlems next
yeur.

IATTL - The Inter-Amencan Tropical Tuna Commission (LATTC) mer June 24-27, 2004, i Lima,
Pero. The United States was represented by all four ULS. Commissioners or Commissioners designate.
The mast significant action taken was adoption of o revised, mult-year conservation and management
program for the tuna fisheries. What had been slated as a 6-week purse seine closure in the summer of
2004 was changed to be a f-week closure with two potential time frames (summer and end-of-year,
each Party would choose the tite period in which purse scing hishing by its vessels would be
prohibited. The measure also calls for G-week parse seine closures in 2005 and 2006. Longline fishing
would also be controlled in 2004-2006, with specific wonnage limits of bigeye wna for some nations and
with ather nations {including the U5, w hold their longline caiches o the jevels reached in 2001,
Orher actions agreed o include: calling on cach nanon thar has vessels fishing for species for which the
Comnaission has established conservation and management measures 10 ¢stablish a VS program,
exce that a nation that has such a program is not reguired w establish a new vne: continuing its
byeateh reduction program for juvenile tuna through 2006; and adopting 4 program to promaote



research, gear development, and ouwtreach to promote new and additional efforts to mitigate the impact
of tuna fishing on sea turtles. Finally, it was reported that 10 current JATTC member nations have
signed the new IATTC Convention {called the Antigua Convention} but none have yet deposited
instruments of ratification. Therefore, the Antigua Convention has not yet gone into effect.

In this context, it should be noted that the IATTC recommendation o limit longline catches of bipeye
tuna in the eastern Pacific is likely 10 afTect fishing vessels both from the West Coast and in the central
and western Pacific {especially Hawail longliners). The SWR and Pacific 1siands Repion (and our
respeclive seicnce centers) are working together to ensure that the best available data are used 1o
gstablish the LS. catch hmil,

Westernt and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission - The convention for the central and westem
Pacific commission has entered inte force, However, the first plenary session has not yet been held and
no specific conservation and management measures have been recommended for implementation.
Therc was a recent meeting in the region focusing on the need to control fleet capacity, and especially
purse seine capacity, and some recommendations were made to impose limits, although there was not
unamimity on the importance of this action. There also is apparcntly some difterence in view as o
whether the commission is to focus on high seas fishery management to complement management of
individual nations’ exclusive economic xones or is to focus vn the management of fisheries in all arcas of
the species’ range. It is clear, however, that this commission and the IATTC wall have 1o expand
cooperzlion 1o deal with conservation of bigeye tuna and other species that clearly wravel across the
boundaries of both urganizations® areas of competence. Representatives of cach organization have
atlended meetings of the other organization but formal collaberative mechanisms and processes are not
yel in place.

Meanwhile, the Standing Committze on Tuna and Billfish (SCTB, a regional scientific urganization) met
in August to review and discuss the condition of central and western Pacific stocks, This has
implications for 1.5 vessels as bigeye tuna is one of the principal stocks of concern and it has not yet
been delermined #f bigeye are one s1ock or two stocks in the Pacific. In either case, however, the

stock has been under heavy Dishing pressure and there is a possibility that overfishing is occuming. The
SCTB meeting may resull in a betler understanding of the situation. Results of the meeting will be
reported to the Council in September.



Domestic Fisheries: FMP Implementation

The Southwest Region and Center continue preparations for full implementation of the HMS FME.
Permits, loghouks and vessel marking requirements, however, cannol be implemented until Paperwork
Reduction Act clearances have been received. Duc to personnel and process changes, these

clearances have been delayed. Nonethetess, clearances should be received well in advance of the new
year. 50 that the requirements will go into effect in January 2005, The SWR hopes to work with States

to develop means by which information about these requiremenis cun be distributed through licensing
offices as well as the SWR web site, the Council home page, and other means, The SWR also plans a
mujor maling to ewners of vessels with 2 known history of invelvement in HMS fisheries to inform them
of the requirements, including distribution of permit application forms that have been compoleted to the
extent practicable with available information,

Meanwhile, with the help of a contractor, the Region and Center will soon have completed imtial design
and costing out of observer programs consistent with the FMP mandate. The focus has been on
longline, troll albacore, chartet/CPFV, and coastal purse seine pears. Through recent (and new)
ohserver ptacements on coastal purse seinc vessels targeting coastal pelagic species, the SWR also has
obtained practical information that will be vital 1o development of guod data recording forms for
observers. Also, (he SWC has been focusing on refinement and prnting of logbooks (hat will he
distributed to fishers after the PRA clearance is reccived.

The SWR ulso is taking actions as called for in the Biological Opinion from the U.S. Fish and Wildlifc
Service. Among these actions is 1o refine, reproduce and distribute informational materials about the
handling and release of any pelicans taken incidental (o recreational fishing for ITMS. While it is
acknowledged by the FWS that FIMS fishing almost certainly occurs primani|y far from breeding
colonies and foraging arcas for pelicans, there may be occasional interactions, and given the status of
pelicans under the Endangered Species Acl. it is important to initiate observer placements 1o ensure that
we have pood information or this topic. The SWR had previously prepared informational mutenals, so
updating and refinement ts not @ mapor new Lask.

Finally, the SWR is coordinating with the Pacific Tslands Region to cnsure consistent use and
presentation of fishery and rescarch information oo stocks of shared interest {&.g.. north Pacific
albacore, swordfish, bigeye wnad in NMTS publications and reparts. This is espeeiatly important for
species which are fully utilized or may be subject (o overfishing. In such cases, there will be a need not
pnly for NMFS coordination but for coordination between the Pacific and Western Pacific fishery
management councils on such issues.
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THE SIFECTOS

Mr. Benjamin Fuss JUN 3 0 2004 RECEIVED

Baja Aqua-Farms
2535 Kettner Boulevard JUL 0 ¢ 2004
PFMC

San Diego, Califorma 2101

Dicar ™r Fuss:

I have reviewed vour application for 2 permii 10 be fssued nnder Sectian 204(d) of the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Managemeni Act {Magnuson-Stevens Act) and
made tha {ollowing determinations:

13 The transportations of fish to be conducied under the permit will be m the
interest of the Unired States and will meet the applicable requirements of the
Magnuson-Sievens Acl

2% ¥ou have confirmed that you will comply with the reguirements ¢escnbed in
Secnon 201{c)(2) of rhe Magnuson-Stevens Act.

3} No bonds or financial assurances as provided for in Section 204{dN 3KC) of
the Magnuson-Stevens Act are necessary at this time,

43 Ne owner or operalor of 2 vessel of the Umited States haviog adequite capacity
to perform the transportation for which the application was submitted bas
indicated an intercst in performing the ransportanon.

Accordingly, | have appraved the applicauon, Enclosed is a permitissued under Section 204(d)
of the Muagnuson-5ievens Act for the THOR and the XCARET. This permit govems fishing by
the named vessels in calendar year 2004, [ includes the initial permit conditions and restriciions.
Additcnal condinons and restnctions may be 1ssued, 1Fappropriate.

Copies of the approved permit ars being provided to ths Southwest Regional Administrator of
the Natignal Marine Fisheries Service, the U 5. Coast Guard, the Pacific Fishery Management

Council. and the Drepartment of Statc.

Sinceraly,

A i

//;w William T. Hoganh, Ph.DD.

oA FiS-ESA S b

@ Princed op Bwcweled Paper E \qﬁ,\/

Enclasure e .,
TolE ASSASTANT ADINIFIG TEGT O !Uﬁ}



A7/a270088 14241 I\LT1 32312 IMTERMATYIOMSL FIEH Fo

MX-001

UNMITED STATES OF AMERICAH

DEFARTMcCNT OF COMMERCE
HATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSEHERIC ADMINISTRATICN

FOREIGN FISHING VESEEL PERMIT
FOR CALENDAR YERRE 2004

VESSEL CALL

MNITMBETR NAME OF VESSEL SIch ACTIVITY
ME-CF-C004 THOR XCCHE 14
MY-0a-COocT XOARET XCLJ7 in
ACTIVITY : 11 -- TRANSSHIPPING [REFER TO 55 CFR 600.50L02%)

THE VESSELS IDENTIFIED ABOVE ARE SUBJECT TO THE ATTACHCED JONDITIONS
AND BZSTRICTIONS AND TO ANY SUBSZIQUIZINT CONLITIONS AMD EESTRICTIONS
HWHICH MYy BE ISSUED ANT MADE A PART OF THIS FOREIGHN FISHING PERMIT.

FOE THE NITED STATES OF AMERICA

QZAél{ZEE&ﬁkxs @Jgg/ggr

yILLIAM T. HOSARTH, Ba.D. DATE
ASSTSTANT LDMINISTEATOR
FOF FISHERIES

AUTECRIZATION MNO. MX-C0L

by
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ATTACHMENT EF2R MX-051
WMIZTED STATES OF BMERICA

DCEPRRTMENT QF COMMERCE
NATIONAL OCEANIC ANL ATMCOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION

FOREIGH FISAIMNG VESESEL PERMIT
AJTHORIZED ACTIVITIES ANMC
COMNDITICNS AND RESTRICTIONS

AUTHSRIZED ACTIVITIES ARE AS FTOLLOHS:

The named wvess2ls are suthorized to transship, within the area of
the U .53, Exclusive Economic Zone south of 38° W, lat., live Luna
for the purpaoss of transporting the tuna alive in & fish cage to
the Mexican Exclusive Econsmic Zone.

CONDITIONS AND RESTRICTIONS ARE AS FOLLOWS:

in addition to the c¢ondirticons and restrictichs ssgz2blished by
Feerticon 204 (b (7)) of the Magnusen-Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act (MSFCMAL} (16 U.S.7. 1801 st seg.), the named vessels
are subjech To the following conditions and restrictions:

Fishing must be conducted in accerdance with the provisions of
Section 294 {4} of the MSFCHMA, applicable Federal and Stare
regulaticons, and any additiornal conditions and restricticns which
may De issued and made a part of this permit. Anv arez closed to
fisring by J. 5. wvesseals heing supported by the namad vessels s
2igo closed to the named vessels.

This permit is wvalid from the date of signature for calendar vear
2004 unless cotherwise limiced i this permicv or subseguent
condirions and reéstrictions issuved and made a part of this permir.
Subseduent conditicns and restrictions, if any, are wvalil on the
date 1ssued. This permit may be amended, suspended, canceled or
revokad under provislieons of 1% CFR Part 3504,

Vegszels avthorized under Chis permit may engage in approved foshing
activities onlv afrter:

{1} the permitted wvessel has received rurtifjcarion of achivities
authorized under this permit, and of all additional conditiong and
regbriczions pertaining to this permit and

(21 a copy of thiz permit is =n beoard and readily avallable te an
autheorized offlicer or observer upan reguest.

The owners and cperators of the vessels authorized under this
permit must ensure that fish used to feed the caged Euna arae
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disease-free and caughr from tne area whers the cuna werg <aeghtb.

In liew of a transghapment point and ¢ther part:culars being
specified in the permit applicactisn for the named vessels, thus
permit ig issued confiagent upoen rthe owner or operators of the
named vessgels providing information satigfactory to the Southwest
Regional Administrator, National Marine Fisheries Service (Regicnal
Bdministrater), and to District Eleven of the U.5. Coast Guard
(D55, gpecifying the guantircies of tuna transported from 0.5
waters by the named vessels, and such other information as the
Reg:ional Administratcr and USCS may deem necessary. Failure by the
owrer or operators of the named vessels to submit complete and
accurate information £ the satisfactisn  of the Regional
Administrator and USCS may result in cancellation of the permic,
The manrer and schedule for reporting such informetion 1s ssv as
follows by the Regicnal Administrator and USSG:

The owners and/or operators of the named vessals must r2port L0
ezch transshipment the follawing information on a weskly basis by
the Tuesday following the week in which transshipments occurred:

a} Date of transshipment;

by U.5. cakbcher wveszel name and hull number;

=! Tunma spaecies tranasnlppred;

dl Veolure of tuna Ttranscshipped in metric tons {mti:

2) Valus of runa transshipped in 5.5, dellars per mi;

£y Transshipment point specified as latitude and lengitude;

gl Name and address of company to which transshipped buna iz
te be delivered.

The above infarmacion muss b= submicted by J.5. mauil, eicectronic

mail or fax ro Trisha Culwver ar the following address:

Wational Marine Fisherizsg Service
Southwest Regional Offics

F.0. Box 324450

Long Eeach, CA 9CHZZ2-246%
Z-mail: Traska Culverznoza.acy
Fax: (362} S20-4247

The owners and/or operators ¢f the named wvessels must report- as
follows to Coast Guard Ackivikies, San Dlegao, CA, sither via VHEF--M
Channel 1& or via telechsne to (519) B523-6470:

ar
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Friosr to entering U.S. waters, but ne earlier niisn 4 peurs
before entry, report time and placze of entry and expectad
time and place of departure from -U.S5. waters;

If delayed within U.S. waters for more than 24 hours past
the estimated time of departure, report current position
and new estimated departure time;

If contacred by che USCS,
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With all the aligee PRAGTS W would sppear than 4, Environmental Irpracts Satemern, or g Jeasd on
Envitonmeutal Assessinemt wonld Ge equned. turther ihe Proposed rufe does nut congeyin Ny repitalory

lext, which comprgmizes our 2bility b Comment un whal measures are bomg cons idergd by NMES 10 the
cvent that the catch Lt ot bigeve 13 reached

place 0 eayy tha)

The Counval would afsg ke seek Clarafivabion abow slatement an pape ol he RIFSIRE &, thr
the Tymg Univcnninns At ducs ot provide avthornty ur b Hnated Staies porgh e nelepodent aenon (g
FARSE and riarspe iheries sbgeel fy management under e 147 T prawram s daes this pply g
He [ esiony al gy Touncal s rbchj;l.l. fashres s MAnagcimen plan and thave ol 1he Facifi A imene [
pelegiis plan o g B L LI5S wpage |4 fishing within the LAT TL eomvention
FERresents 2 immliza,, | vhanpe and shouid be desoizned with dhe Uoungyis
LPRE iy

s S hoa Pealicy,

W Eetand aE (e o)

Frrally e Coungt notes ihal the ¢onment Perrod {June 25.)yi5 2] was extremely sk,
#IROUT anie At 1 e breviey of the hated vl W reques) that gl WM e be E-Umine] We

womld alsu Like ta coplergge thast the domes e plementadign of hsliery manageincm MwIAsues sl¢inrnny:

fromm 1are o | leuties and convenitans shoubd be carmead o thusugh the Cogne b process Oy phe
SUICRL bl Lve azngs of Fauinc pelage socks, s likely that hmits 1o Tizhing wiall become muore
Ferusinl bl g the LATTTE gres ad oy the zentral g wWESLET o e tollowang the entme i larcs of a
MANIECAICHT o st o e this yerr We all need wo o a bester 1ob i the Tt e of Iurn:uhtillg
Lonrdingied weicnce baiod gy well afurmied FESPUNES L these tepes of pran AFCmEnl uny
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236.602—1 Salection criioria.

{ul Exlablish the evalaaldan criteria
Tefure mukeng the public anrouncement
requuired by FAR 5.2050c) and bw:lude
1he eciteriz and ibeic relaties arder of
impertaae i ihe announcement.
Follisw the provedores ol P 296 GHE2—
1.

236.602-2 and 2366024 [Remoyad)

3. Bectinos 2AG.G02-2 and 236802 4
ape ramcd,

&, Beclivn DIC.ENY ix amended v
revisiog pacagraph [e11ii] 4o ed as
] [ s

236604 Performance evaluation,
e =
[i7) Fuler el ases bhoe DD Farm d60T,
Peecfrcmanc: Evaluation [Arckilect-
Engincer). i a manner similac t the 3F
440, Architecl-Engineer Qualifications,
Fart 11,

[P Mo o4=-10321 Filied d=24-04: 8:4 5 um|
BILUMEG ODE W1 —08—0

DEPARTMWENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Amospheric
Administration

50 CFR Part 200

[Cocket Ne, 0406171863 186-01; 1D,
G517040]

RIM 0548-A 535

Intetnalianal Fisherlas; Pacific Tuna
Fizheries; Restrictions for 2004 Purse
Seine and Langtina Fisheriss in the
Eastern Tropical Facille Oeean

AGERCY: Mativnal Marioe Fishuones
Sorvice [MMFS], Natiooal Oceanic and
Atmosphieric Acmiadsboateon [NOA A,
Derpactmuent of Coremerc:

ACTIDN: Froposed rule; reneaest far
I ents.

SUMMARY: WAFS propisses Whis rulc 1o
implenent the 2004 managemeot
measures 1o peevent everfishing of the
eastern wapical Pacific Ucean (E'TH)
tune slucks. cobsistent with
recimmendalion: by the inder &merican
Tropical Tuna Carmrmissing [LATTC) that
hivve becn appeoved by the Depact ot
af State (D0S5) ender 1w Tuna
Canventions Act, The purse seinn
fashery for tuna in o pattion of the
Caouvenlion drea would be cloged tor 4
B—wwpok perind beginning August 1,
#W4 . This proposcd rule wonld also
clase the U5, longline tishery un e
14T Conventiom Arca il the crich
reaches the astienated love] uf 2100, Tlas
action is laken to limit fishing moctalaty

paiused by purse seine fshing and
Iongline fisbing in the Conveulion Area
ancl countribube by Long-1eim
conservation uf e luna stecks at levels
thuik suprpore bealiby Bsheeies.

DATES: Comntaants must ba recerend by
July 13, 2004

ADDRESSES: Comments an the proposued
el shouhl b st 1o Rodney B
Melnnis, Acting Adminustcator,
Soullowest Region, MMMI7S, 500 Weast
Cheeannt Boulevard, Swite 4200, Long
Beach, CA 90802 or by rmai] b the
Southwest Replon ol dgde-
ABAREnmna e, Crmoanends miay also b
submitted by cmail threnagh the Federal
e-Bulemaking portal: higpeedd
werwerogofotfanz gov Jncheds in the
subjuet line of the il gumment the
Mellonwing doctameal identifier. 0G4A-
ASA. Conuments alsa may be sihitred
by fax b [362) 980-4047. Copies of the
regielatory impact revicwSregulatacy
anatlvsis wnay be obtained from the
Southwest Begiaral Administratar,
Sonthoeest Hegian, NBFS, 500 1
Ocean Blwd,, Loog Beach, CA 90502
4213,

This Federal Register dacuronenl is
alse svcessible vio the Internet at thn
Oilice of the Federal Register's wetsite
al Ltfpecddvns o Qe cee s 0. 2 v st e-rlan s s
froersd
FOR FURTHEA INFORMATION COMTACT: |,
Allison Foutt, Sustainable Fishueries
Diviseen, Southwest Region, MMES,
[B62) 9E0—aDa0.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Ulnatescl Stiles is o meraber of the INTTC,
which was established under 1he
Conventian for the Establishment of an
[nter-American Toopacil Tuna
Commizsion gipned in 1949
[Coeovention], The TATTL was
estabilisleed 1o peovide an ingeenatinnal
WTFN ek T e uees the offective
mArrnationn| conssovation and
manageniemt of kighly migratory specics
ef Bst in the Convention Arca. The
Lomwvanduim Area i defined b include
the waters of the eastnrn tropical Pacific
Qezean beooded by e veast of the
Americas, the 40°M, and 407 5. pacalluls.
el bheee 150 W aneridian. Fhe TATEC
has muintainad a scientibe research aod
fisherry mutnitnring program o many
years andl annaally assesses thoe status of
stocks of tune and thr fisherwss b
delenmine appropriote hacvest limils o
olber measure: \o proevent
pvereapluilation of the stacks and
proenabe viable fsberios. Under the
Tuna Conventions Act, 16 [LA.0. 05—
95t Aol 871 od seg., MEME motst publish
propused cules b carey ol LATTC
rE,‘HZ(:I]'.IlI:I:IL:]'I.I’jﬂliﬂﬂS that have beon
approved Ty KOS, The Southwest
Regional Administratet, also is required

b rudes al 30 C1R 00,2806 3 b issoe
idirmet potice (o the ownurs v agents
of all LIS pruarsa seue vosse s bt
operatk io the ETE ol aclivos
recommatd ek by Que LATTC amd
approved by the DS,

AL an et rancdinacy moeting in
Octalor 2003, the LATTC adopled a
resululion addressing vellow{in, bigeve,
and skipjark tina censeceation foe 2003
and 4004, The resolutioe aalls upon the
Partivs to the Convention gmd
couperuling non-Paclies tn probibit oo
priese seine [ishing in a portion of 1he
LA Camvention Arca fur the month
pf Decermnbrr 2003 and for a G—wieek
pericd bugitning August 1, HiU4, The
2003 closure wias inplementol by
sepiarade aclion last vear. Tha 2y
el ce wondd be of waters boanderd by
it liree from Shae poind wloene the 95748
lorg. muridio iolersucts e west cras!
af the Amerees, sl e 107 M lat
Ui weost ke 120° W, long., then south
to 57 8. lab. thern st bo 100° W long..
Llwew nosth e 5% 5 Gal, then e ba 85
W. long., aod then notth 1o ke pount of
Dlersection with the west coast of the
Aanecicas, This elogure will varget
fiching that hag bigher cpichos of
juvinibe tae, Therefore, there shoutd
b imgrroved vields from 1he staeks laer
ir b year, The resolation alsoe calls
upean Parties and cooperating oan-
Farlius Lo fuke moasures necrssary bo
prseice 1wl thieie 1olal Jungline catches
of bignvn iuna io the ETF during 2414
will not cxceed those of 2000, The calch
level Bor 2001 i ustitated to b
approximately W metcic 1oas in the
Convealion Area, This is intended lo
provent averfishing of the steck, whirh
bas declined io cevent vears while
lengling tishing «Hort bas greaty
cxpanded. The LATTC action af the
extranrdinary mecting io Qelober 2003
canne after considering i vaviety of
mieasuros, inelading he nse of guoelas
and partial fishery closes a i 19949
thrimagh 2002 and the full menth purse
seine clisory wsed in 200% The selertod
measures should provide pratection
aguiist overfishing of the stocks in a
manner that ix T, 1’:[|uitﬂ].‘rl£.‘, and
readiiy enfoccnabba The D08 bas
onmuucI 1he 14T reenmmendativns,

b progiuscd 20404 timefarems closurs
1% Biged o 2003 assesamnnts af the
condilian of the tuna stoeks in1he ETF
and historic catch and efford data foc
eliffercent poctivoes af the ET17, b well as
records eelating to implementation of
quedas and clusares in preor years. Tho
clesure 15 tacpeted to arcas with bigh
catches of bigayn fana in tbe prarse stine
fishery and is believsl by the IATTO
srientific staff 1o be sufficient to reduce
the risk of oveefizhing of that sinack,
espenially when cosulered in
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conbination weth b measares
implemeded fo Deecmber 2003, The
1ATTL will meet in Juoe: 2004 and
Fevinw new buna slock assessmeots And
fishery information and will vossider
fhalh v foformation in evaluating the
need for management measores for ZO05
uretl Tulure voars,

The Acting Ennional Administratot,
Southwest Begian, senl a natice Octubur
Ld, 201 to owners and agients of U5
fume purse seine fishiog vesscls pf 1l
wtlivms that worn recemmended by the
TATTE, annd have heon apprasedd by 1he
DS,

Classification

Tlhis actian is proposcd under the
ropuiations far the Pacific Tun
Fishuries Bound at 50 CFR 200029,

UIn Decerolwer &, 1YY NMIS
preparcit a bialogecal apanion (BO)
gxmeasing 1he impents of the Gsheries a
they wonld npersie andur the
regulations (65 FE 47, [amuary 3, 2000]
implemeting the [nternational Dolphin
[ nnservation Program Act [1DCTA] that
armended the Marine Mamanal
Prrotection At [MRPAL NAFS
concliedled 1hat the lishing gotivities
conducted under those regulinlions ae
not Likely 1o jeoperdize the comtinuaerd
extstence of any endangered ur
ihreatencd species under the
jurisdiction of WMES or result in the
destructinn nr atverse modificrlion of
vritical habitat, Thiz rile will oot resalt
in anty clutages in the fighreias such that
thrre woubd be impauts beyond thosr
considored 1o That BOE The [ATT bas
alsa takan action 1o redoce sea artbe
inpucy and mocality fram interaclions in
e purse 3eine Nsiory se impacts af 1he
fisheries shild be lawer than g thie
gk, Arcavse this clasuwee does nod alter
tho seopr of the fishery management
regime analyzed iothe IDCPA cule, o
thi scope of the impacts cansidered in
Ul cutisulation, MMES is relving un
that aralysis Vo canchedn thit this ruln
will not likely adversely effect any
endangeeed ar threatened species under
thee juriseliction af MMEPS or result in the
draiructien ar adverse medification of
critical hahitrt. Therefore, NMFS b
determined that additwenal consallatiog
15 nod renuained for thas action.

The U5, T tuns puarse seioe
fisheries vecosivawlly inleract with a
varey of speics of dulphin, and
dolphin takes ure auathotized and
minaged under 1be 1ID0PA, These
conservation managoneonl measares in
thix proposcd eule do not affect the
administcation of that progam, which is
congistent wilh section A03(alZ] of the
KIbAT* A

This proposed rale bas hoen
drinrmined ter be not sipoificant fer the
purposes pf Executive Order 120466

Thn Chief Counsel for Hegulation of
the Department of Gomanence certilivd
to the Chiel Conasel for Advocacy of the
Smafl Business Admnistraleen that this
propesed cule, ifadopted, would oot
frave i sipnificant ecanomic impaet o
ws substantial number of small antitics
as follaws:

This active wild prohilnt elue wse of purse
st guer to hareedt Lk e pantivn of the
Coavetnte Area for i G-waak poerued
hegaanning Augost 1. L0, and Tirmin Hae A
118 catrh of higave tuna viughl by booglee
m el ET 1 Lo thoe Jewe | Teached in 2004
|:-u]_'I]_IILI_5t|.I|:|.u.|_I,'.I.:I.' 140 nutlzic 1omsk Thas
proposed purse seine close would apply to
the 125 tuna purse sedme fleet, whicl
eviaiss of 102U small vessels [Ciroaany
capacity belmw 400 shorl foas (163 metnes
vacns]| and d—6 large vessals fcarmving
caajustaty 4068 Shadt Loens (363 metric taos) o
yrealee). Thie latge vessels wsually fish
oulside TRE. wataes and doliver Their catels o
Faerign porls or transship 1o pracissers
aulside the mainland Uiited States The
Iarge vessels noe cotegurized s Lo businuss
el ls (revannes in axcass of 51.5 millioon
por veac]., & Liope potse seime vessel 1vpically
wenerales 4 000 to 5000 mulrac s of b
walsoel a1 helwesn 54 ancd 85 nillion per
viitr. Thet clusire should not significantly
allect their operations s 1y 276 €2 FI:IhlE of
fishing in ather aceas Lhil wakd cemain
apen. The small vessels ane categoraed as
scoall basiness enies loevenoes elowe 53.5
millwan per vearl. They fish out of Callernia
w e L08, exclusive coonomic soime (K1)
most nf ke year for small pelagee fish (PG
silocline, Tanafic marckerel) end for marka
squitl m surnter. Snme small vascels haooes
Lumi ssua] s when they are availalde T
propnsied finears closouer will huve on
etfoct on sesall vessels Becases Py de nat
have e endweance and markels o fish thar
fir wmath

The puclapn af Lhe E15. Jongline Qeet
Fapproxionalely 18 vessols) operaliog mk of
California has buslorcs]ly Ganglil bugeva i
am the sword(ish Bshery inow closerl). sn they
should net be affected by the longlene Bshen
linait. Iwrtlaer, wha et prohibslion al
swinrthish 1amgubig by 1his et has
enamraged nany of The vessel vwnars o
rrlowtiate thelr aetuvity b blawagd (5 have
wnved ar ane moving o dakel; secelore, thie
Tikedihand that thay will hsh in e 1501 foc
higewe i is edwcad, The poclion of The
Ml opecating out ul Hivwiiu b generally
operratud outside e brundaeees of the
AL Convenlum Aben, and has mol made
signilivant catclies v thosn watars, Also.
with the raspening of the seenrdlich Dishary
for Lhit Bout, ¢ffur carecived a0 Tageve tuna
[which his mzanly accureed west of the
Comvenloon Aceal shauld decrease. sathere
i% & veey nw likelihood that the ldgeye catch
[eeatt nF 100 meteie lons will be ceached arl
Iciguer o closum

As o resudt, a regulabory flexibility
analyais g nnt requiced aml wone hos
beeo prepared.
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Aukhocity: 16 12502 451- $1 e §71 e
L)

Lt : e 21, 200
William T. Hagarh,

Assislaet Admirisinetor for Faharios.
Merfeonal Maring Fisherins Servicy.

|[EH Dok, U4+—12473 Filed & 234-14; 745 am|
BILLING CODE 3510-23-5

DEPARTMEMNT OF COMMERCE

Natianal Qcoeanic and Almospheric
Administration

&0 CFR Part 660

[Dockst No. 040617187 =4187-01; 1O
OBO704H]

AN edE-ARRS

Fisharias OH West Coast States and in
the Western Paclfic; Wesiarn Pacific
Bottomfish Fishary; Fishing
Maratorium

AGENCY: Mational Marim: Fishuries
Service, Mational Oceanic and
.-‘unmsphnrir. Adimirustration (INOAATL
Comanern:e.

ACTION: Proposed rule; reguost tor
CearnTLe s,

SUMMARY: NEAFS proposes Lo cxlernd the
LUFENL orainnim o parvesting
snamount prowndfish from the Hancack
Scamound 1o the Mosliwestern
Haveaiian Eslands (BWIL) for B years,
until Aupost 31, 2000, The Bsbeery has
been under a mocatorivm since 1886,
This wetian is belig tuken in respanse to
 recommendation by the Woestern
Paeific Fishery Manapement Gouonil
froum its Hortamfish Plan Teaan (Plan
Teamn) aod Scieatilic and Statisteal
Committes [SSC}H that rovealed that
pelagic armorbead {Pserdepentoceras
wheeler formcly, Penlooeros
richardsoni], an overfished slock, has
e eecayvered, The intent wb 1his action
iz to alluw the peotectinn provided for
{ihis rusouue t continng.
DATES: Comunents muast he salioatled by
[uly 12, 2004,
ADDRESSES: You may swbmit comroenls
nn this proquesed eule by any nl v
Fallmwing mmethods:

of-mail: (d8-ARES PR OO0 gov.
Include ian the swulzject ling of the e-mal
commeni the fellowing documend
wlentilier 0f43-ARAG.

sl edoral e-Ralemakiog poclal: herpdf
wivw.ragelerions gov Follow the
instrnctions fur sulknilting comments.

shdail: William L. Eohinsao, Bgional
Athniaistratur, Pacific 1slands Reglon,
BOA A Fisheries, 1602 Kapiolini
Baulevard, Suite 1110, Honoluly, H]
HER14.



Agendum H.1.d
Public Comment
September 2004

WESTHERN FISHBOAT
OWNERS ASSOCIATION®

PO, Bax 138 Ph, (707 443- 1098
Eureka, CA 95502 Fux (707) 443- 1074
e dl  <wfinide o e
websie: <hiip. Awun wiog-tuna.ore>

August 15, 2004

M. Jimmy Stocy

OES F OMC . Roam # 7820
U5, Bept. of State
Washingion, DC 20502

Ke: 105, Canada Albacore Treaty
Drear Jimny:

As wa have discussed in the past with the State Depariment, there continues (o be crowding on the fishing
grounds in the Nonth Pacific U5, EEZ by Canadian vessels, problems concerning the markings on vessels,
and differences over the defintion of albacore troll vessels under the Treaty. A number of 11.5. vessels have
also reported a penerally arropant and intimidating attitude by a number of the Canadian aibacore vessels,
that was not the case in the past. I have asked WFOA members to document this activity and [ shouid have
a report on it at the end of this summer season. There have also been guestions raised concerning Canadian
port access by TS, troft vessels.

Additionally, there is talk of capacity reduction throngh litnited entry or other methods from NGO's working
within the Federal Council system onder the Magnueson Act, and the recently poblished NOAANMFS
United States National Plan of Action for the Management of Fishing Capacity . The PFMIC ulready 1s doing
preliminary wotk on a limited entry plan for HMS longline fisheries. Thus, we

expect an effort to be made 1o hmit the U5, trol] albacore fieet within a reasonably short penod ol lime.
Without an undersianding of the crecial impact that intemnational cooperation has on the albacore fisheries
in the North Facific, which should in¢lude a elear understanding of the operatian and responsibilities of the
Canadian feer wnder the Treaty, we tear the PFMC might make the decision 1o ake wnilzteral action to
reduce the capacity of the ULS, fleet, regardless of the ¢onsequences for that fleet given intemnational
cornperiion.

For this and other teasons we are encouraged that forche first tirne in maay years 4 representative of the Stalc
Department will be attending the September meeting of the PFMC in San Diego. We wonld greatly

appreciate, ard think 1t woeld be very constructive, o meet briefly with yvou before that meeting, possibly
when you first amive in San Dhego. Would it be possible 1o make such ammangements with vou?

Stncerely,

NP Albacore 2004



Wayne Heikkila
Executive 1ircctor

ce: Rebecca Lent - NMFES
Svein Foogner - NMES
Gary Sakagawa - WOAAMNMES
Dan MclIsaas - Pacific Fisheries Manugement Council
Lowis Hill - WFOA President
John LaGirange - AFRFE President
Prter Flournoy - WFOASAFRE Counsel
Ior. Vidar Wespesiad - AFRT scientific advisor

NP Albucure 2044



WESTERN FISHBOAT
OWNERS ASSOCIATIONG

P Bux 35 Pl (FT - 100R
Fureka, O4 93512 Foax (707 @45 00074
el wfog e e s
weelrite: i i -1 e

™. Bill Gibbons-Fly August 17, 2004
QLS FOMC , Room # 7520

115, Lepl of State

Washinguon, DU 20502

Be: Nonhem Committee £ OWPED
Dear Bill:

Thank you for the response to our letter of July 9. 2004 in which WFOA expressed our comeerns with
regard o international management of Northern Albacare. Just o fillowup with a few other thoughts on
developing issues uffecting the U5, woll fleet. 1 have listed them below.

As vou are aware, oul af the approximate 120000 mt of albacore lunded in the North Pacific

above 307N Tutivucte, the 1S, lands abour 12% o 13%, the Japanese land aboot 63%.and the balance
from wiher Asian nations - (Canada lands ondy about 1.5% of which 80% is gencrally caughe in 115,
waters). Thus, the vwo major players are the U8 and Japan.

Sa far in 2004 there has been un observed increase in illegal high-scas drifnetting for various species,
including albacore, in the regian west of the intemational dateline between batitudes 33"N ro 45"N and
lengitudes 1757E to 165"E. Qur member's vessels bave documented und filmed this activity and WIFOA
has relayed the information w the USCG & DLIS in Honolulu and Seattle. We are very concerned thal
many of these vessels My oo Mag and bave oo idendifying marks. Also, we woutld like to find out wher
and w whom these vessel market their product of which much could be albacare wna. We belicve Japan
has the same concerns ahowt THL fishing and that Japan could be very helpful in using its rescurces o
trace this illegally caught albacaore, (fust as they have wraced the ownership of various Taiwanese purse
seiners in the Western Pacific ).

As producers of North Pacific albacore we arg also troubled by the passibility of Japan and the L5, not
having sufficient input in the management process within the CWPFC, even wiath the approval of the as
veu unstructured Northermn Commitiee, The daily news reports. as well as the discussions on capacity in
the meehings in Sapporo, indicate that the Pacilic Islind Xuations are apparently influetced more by short
term opportunities, than by the long term economic and biological healih of the fishery. It would be
unfortunule for o block of countries, that can’t seem 1o get it wgether

themaelves in their own backyard, to have such a great impact ot a resource which LS. albacore rollers
depend upon. possibly by simple inaciion,

Because of these issues mentioned above it beconies increasing important that the two nations catching
most of the North Pacific albacore (1).5. & Japan), and doing much of the rescarch on this stock of fish
caught north of 3N, be able 1o pet ogether soon wo have a dialog on the issues --- the heulth ol the
albacore Mishery, illegal, unreparted and unregulated fishing in the North Pacific for albacore, and a

NP Albacore lssues Aupast 20404



strategy for the Northern Commiitee and its influence over Notth Pacific albacore, In this contest we
were wondering if progress has been made o arrange or bilateral albacore discussions with the
Japanese in October when they will be on the West Coast.

Siocercly,

Wayne Heikkila
Escrtive [Arector

oL Eebecca Lent - NMES
Svein Fougner - NMES
Ciary Sakagawa - NOAANMES
Don Mclsaae - Pacific Fisheries Management Council
Lowis 1Till - WEROA President
John LaGrangye - AFRF President
Pater Floumoy - WEFOASAFRF Counsel
Dr. Vidar Wespestad - AFRF scientific advisor

NP Albacare Issues Aupust 2004





